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SQ THE 
Reverend, P:ous, and Learned 


Dr. Richard Buſby, 


' Prebend of Weſtminſter, 
., andChiet Maſter of the 


Rovyar-Scuoor there. 


[F) vy-£, Fo -t Oo on CE AER 
- 


a v4 ac 


FHonour'd SIR, 
9 | Have made bold to prefix 


- 


$4 


SE F Your Name before this * 
& little Tra&, knowing that 
«it wants\ſome Grear Patronage, 
£ and therefore Yours ; who are 
| fo able to confute them, who 
| A 2} op- 


T be Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


oppoſe the Truth here aflerted ; 


and fo willing to countenance 
ſuch, as own and would defend 
It. ] was alſo ambirious, before 
You leave the World, to ac- 
quaint It with my great  Obliga- 
tions to You. If there be hete- 
In any grols Miſtakes, chey Are 
mine; it there be any thing of 
Worth and Learning, [ oweit 


to You; who, in my Minori- 


ty, were to me, not a Maſter on- 


ly, but even as a Father ; and, 


which is a Relation more rare: * 


ly found, a real Friend; for, [ 
was not only protected under, . 
bur nouriſhed by, Your, watm , 
and cherithing Wing.. 

Such You were to me, = to 
Thouſands more ; = that | 
may, within Truth, and without 

Flat- 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
Flattery, tell the World, Thar 


there is ſcarce any Man in It, 
who hath done more Good than 


You. To You doth the Church 


_ of England owe great ſtore of 


her choiceſt Divines ; and it is 
no Fault of Yours, that I my 
ſelf am none of that happy 
Number. To You do the Ci- 
ties and Towns of England owe 
very many of our ablelt Phyſt- 
cians; and to You doth Wl 
minſter-H Hall, both it's Barrs and 
it's Benches, owe many of our 
moſt Learned Lawyers. So 
that Your daily Care, Your un- 
wearied Induſtry, ad prudent 
Condu&, have had a very lig- 
nal Influence upon every thing, 
that may prove moſt Advan- 
tageous to the Eſtates, Bodies, 


A 4 and 


T be Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
and Souls of Men: And how 
can any Perſon oblige a Church 
or Nation more? 

And were I not afraid to put 


Your great Modeſty to the 
bluſh ; I chink, I might juſtly 


ſay, That more Scholars, well _ 


grounaed in the Principles of 
Morality, Piety, and Learning, 
have been trained up under Your 


happy Goyernment, than were 


ever bred by avy one Maſter, 
in any one School, ſince the 
World begun. 

"Tis indeed much to be fea- 
red, that ſome of Your Scho- 


lars, who have proved debauch- 


ed and vicious,will, in the Event, 
fare the worſe for that vertuous 
Example, and thoſe pious In- 
ſtructions, which You often 

gave 


UN 
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oave them; for their Chriſtian 
Education in Your School and 
Family, will add many Ounces 
ro the Weight of their Crimes, 
and double their Iniquities. Nor 
can we wonder, if ſuch profli. 


. gate Wretches , inſtead of re-. 


curning Thanks to their worthy 
Maſter, ſhould now and then 
drop ſome hard and undeſerved 


Speeches concerning him ; act- 


ing too much like thoſe ungrate- 
ful Clouds, which darken the 
Sun, that raiſed them. Bur not- 
wichſtanding this, the Honour 
or Your Name, like the Beams 


| of the Sun diſſipating and break- 


ing through ſuch empty Clouds, 


_ doth and will ſhine as bright as 
. ever. | 
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And 
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And now, as 1 am loath to 
diſpleaſe You by. Pub'iſhing, ſo 
am [ .unwilling to-injure the ' 
World by concealing Your ex- 
emplary Acts of Piety to God, 
and Charity to Men ; Your ere- 
Eting a decent Parochial Church 
for Divine Worſhip; a conve- 
nient Parſonage-Houle for the 
Miniſter, and an Alms-Houle for 
the Poor ; Your frequent ſend- 
ing conſiderable Supplies to Pri- 
ſoners' for Debt ; Your relie- 
ving diſtreſfled Miniſters, turned _ 
out of all by the fury of blind 
Zcalots, the Rabble, and Dregs 
of Mankind. Bur theſe things 
1 only name, leaving them to ' 
| be 1lluſtrated and recorded by 
{ome abler Pen, and tranſmitted 


to Poſterity as Great Examples, 
7 which 


LIM 


LIMI 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
which all Men muſt 'commend, 
bur, I fear, few will imitate, at 


| leaſt in the ſame Degree and 


Eminence. 

"Tis now. high- time” to take 
my leave ; and yet before I do 
ſo, I would beg one thing from 
You , and another thing for 
You ; irom You, 1 would beg 
a Pardon for this Preſumption ; 
and for/You, 1 would beg thar 
Your Paſlage to Heaven may 
prove as cafle, as, I know, 'tis 
{afe; that when Your Candle 
ſhall grow near the Socket, it 
may not be extinguiſhed by a- 
ny violent Storm, but expire of 
its ſelf, and go out only for 


want of Oil ; that every Sand 


of Your Glaſs may run out 


gently and freely, even wichoucz 
| a {hake; 


T be Epiftle Dedicatory. 


a ſhake ; that You may do no 
more than quietly fall aſleep. 
So prayeth, | 


our Obliged Scholar, 
Aﬀeftionate Friend, and 


Flumble Servant, 


Francis Gregory. 


TO 


T2 19 £5 


Chriſtian Reader, 


Good Reader, 


\Fiis little 'Traf, here pre- 
ſented to thy view, was ve- 


ry lately written, and is now publiſh- 


ed, not to gain Applauſe, for it 
deſerves none ; not to gain Money, 
for its Author 1s not mercenary ; but 
to do Good, to defend a Truth, 


and a very great one too. Though 
_ it be not penned ſo well, as 1 do, 


and thou maiſt wiſh, yet the Juſtice 
of its Author's Deſign may ſome: 
what excuſe and atone for the Im- 

perfections 


LMI 


j 
” Jude 7. 


To the Chriſtian Reader. 


perfe&tions of the Work i elf. 


And the rather, becauſe it may be 
hoped, that this attempting a weak 
Defence, may provoke ſome abler 
Perſon to make a ſtrong one. 


We are all commanded, To con- 


rend earneſtly for the Faith, 
which was once delivered to the 
Saints. This Faith ſtands record- 
ed in our Bibles; this Faith hath 
the Catholick Church embraced and 


vigorouſly maintaind againſt all its 


Oppoſers. And for this Faith muſt 
we alſo <ontend, though it be with 


Blood ; not by ſhedding other 
Mens : an. if juſt occaſion ſhould 


muſt likewiſe contend for this Faith, 


as well as we can, by ſtrength of 


Argument ; but our chief Wea- 


þon, to be uſed in this Quarrel, is 


The 


ſo require, by loling our own. We | 


To the Chriſtian Reader. 


- The Sword of the Spirr, and that 


muſt be fetched and drawn from 
the Armoury of God ;' for, —_ k on 
is none like thar. 

With this Divine Sword oy Py 


*. great Champions of this Faith m. the 


Four firſt General Councils con- 
tend againſt Arius, Neſtorius; Eu- 
tyches, and Macedonius ; with 
the ſame Sword did the Fathers, 
who were famous both for Piery 
and Learning both m the Eaſtern 


and Weſtern Churches, contend a- 


gainſt all the Hereſtes, which aroſe 


m their reſpeftive Ages. And of 
the ſame Weapon have we need e- 
nough m this unhappy Age of ours. 
For, we find that Prophecy of 
St. Peter's fulfilled this Day in En- 
gland, which ſaith, There ſhall : per.2.., 


be falſe Teachers among you, 
who 
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To the Chriſtian Reader. 
who ſhall ng bring in dam- 


nable Hereftes, and the only dam- 


nable Here ſie, which be particular- 


ly names, is this, even denying | 


the Lord, that bought them. 
There are indeed ſeveral ways of 
denying our Lord ; but of them all, 
T think, the denying of his Divini- 
y is the worlt. For that denti- 
eth the higheſt Dignity of his Per- 


ſon, the Infinite value of his Satiſ- 


faction; and, by a neceſſary conſe- 


quence, the Redemption of the 
World by his Blood. 
We grant indeed, that if it had 


been the good Pleaſure of God fo to 
do, he might freely have forgiven 


the Sin of Man ; but fince, for the 


Glory of his Juſtice, he was plea- 
fed to demand a Satisfaftion that 
might be proportionable to the Infi- 


nite 


LIN 


7 To the Chriſtian Reader. 


nite guilt of Sin, and the Contempt 
. thereby offered to his Infinite Pow- 
er and Holineſs ; if our Lord and 
\ Gurety had been no more, than A- 
_ rius, and his unhappy Spawn Sa- 
cinus, allowed him to be, "Apr 
@O MTs » yours, a mere naked 
Man, /tript of Divinity, bis Blood, 
though never ſo Innocent , muSt 
have been too cheap a Jacrifice 
for Sm. But St, PauPhath told 
1s, God hath purchaſed his 
Church with his own Blood ; 
i.e. with the Blogd of that Gs 
cred Perſon, who was God as well 
as Man; Man, that he might 
' have Blood to ſhed; and God, 
' © that his blood might be of ſuf 
cient vale. | 
Beſides, they, who deny the Dj- 
Vinity of our Lord and his Holy 
B Spirit, 


To the Chriſtian Reader. 


Spirit, whom we own and adore 
as God, do charge the whole Ohri- 
ſtian Church with Idolatry ; 
and if ſo, if all they are counted - 
Idolaters, who do Religiouſly wor- 
ſhip our Lord and his Spirit ; this 
Lord of ours, and this Spirit of 
his, muſt in theſe Men's efteem be 
reckon'd Idols. And what Bla- 
ſphemy can be worſe * What more 
damnable than this ? 

And yet this Opinion, as bad as 
it is, amongſt the croud of other 
Errors, is now revived amongſt us, 
and to the ſhame of our Nation, the 
ruine of Souls, and for a puniſh- 
ment of our groſs Irreligion and 
foul Immoralities, is permitted to 
grow and ſpread, Now, to pre- 
ferve my own little Flock from the 
Infetion of this Peſtilent Here- 


ſie, 
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To the Chriſtian Reader. 
fie, I wrote this little Traf# ; and 


| becauſe it may be of ſome uſe, as 


well to ſome other Perſons, as to 


- thoſe of my own Charge ; remem- 


bring the old Rule, Bonum, quo 
communus, eo melius, [ was 
induced to make it publick, 

Now, if any, who do already be- 
leve the DoErine of the Glori- 
ous Trinity, ſhall be more con- 
firmed hereby in their preſent 
Faith ; if any, who yet waver mn 
their Judgments about this Dofrine, 


ſhall hereby be better (atishied of its 


Certainty and Truth; or if any, 
who yet deny this Doctrine, ſhall 
hereby be convinced of their Er- 
ror, and recant it ; as T1 ſhall ob- 
rain my End, /o let God Almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Ghoſt have all the Glory. Amen. 
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live in this unhappy and h- 
centious Age , wherein the 
Ancient and Apoſtolical Go- 
vernment of the Church 1s reduced 
almoſt to a perfect Azarchy ; 1n ſo 
much that Men of corrupted Minds 
have took occaſion from a gere- 
ral Liberty, allowed in favour to 
tender Conſciences, to vent and 
ſpread ſeveral erroneous Opini- 
915, and ſome damnable DoFrines, 
B 3 where- 


I is our great misfortune to 


-2 


he Dofrie of the 


whereby they have already ſe- 
duced, and are very ltke eternally 
to ruine, a great Number of 1p- 
norant and too credulous Souls. 
'Tis certain that the Hereſies of 
Arius, Sabelliva, Macedonias, Soci- 
#3, and their Abetters, are more 
dangerous, and conſequently more 
to be abhorred, than any of. thoſe 
Errors, which are' taught by the 
Roman Church , which are ſaid, 
Fundamentum tangere, to tonch and 
{irike at the Foundation of our 
Chriſtian Faith, and that is bad 
enough ; but the fore-named He- 
relies, which deny the Divinity of 
Chriſt and his Holy Spirit, the 
Trinity of Perſons in the Glorious 
Godhead, and our Lord's Satif- 
faction to his Father's Infinite Ju- 
ſtice for the {in of Man, do Fur- 
aamentum tollere, quite ſubvert 
and root up the main Foundati- 
on of our Faith, and that isa great 
deal worſe. 
Theſe Hereſres are juſtly charge- 
2ble with ſome tincture of A- 
theiſm 
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theiſm ; for, though the Defenders 
of them do achxowledge a God, yet 
they contraF and limit the Dezty, 
by denying it in the Secord and 
Third Perſons, 1n whom it doth ag 
really and as certainly {abfiſt, as in 
the Firſts. Now, amongſt the 
croud of Hetrodox Opinions, 
which, fince the late. variety of our 
Civil Revolitions, through the 
great indulgence of our Gover- 
nors , ave been broached and 
ſpread amongſt us ; theſe Peſti- 
lent Hereſies, long fince very juſt- 
ly condemned by the Catholgck 
Church, have crept in, and found 
entertainment amonglt ſach Per- 
ſons, as make, not the Word of 
God, but humane Reaſon, the 
Ground of their Faith, 

Theſe abominable Hereſies be- 
ing thus revived by Men, who 
bear and engroſs to themſelves 
the Name of Unitariars, as a mark 
of diftmadtion , as if other Men, 
who own the Trinity of Perſons, 


did not alſo own the Unity of 
B 4 God; 


The Dofrme of the 

God: ſeveral Divines of the Church 
of England, Perſons of great Pie- 
ty and excellent Parts, both natu- 
ral and acquired, have endeavour- 
ed to explain this Myſterious Do- 
Grrine of the Trinity, with a de- 
ſign to arquit 1t from thoſe Abſur- 
dities, Contradictions, and that 
Impoſiibility 3 with all which it 
ſtands unjuſtly charged by its Op- 
poſers. 

But aithough theſe ſeveral Ex- 
plications were very pioully 1n- 
tended by their reſpe&ive Au- 
thors; I mean, to render this ab- 
{truſe Doctrine the more intelli- 
gible and caſte to the Apprehen- 
ſions of Men. to remove all Scru- 
ples about it, and to obviate all 
Exceptions againſt it 3 yet it 1s too 
evident, that theſe Explications 
have not yet obtained any happy 
Succeſs; and' it is to. be feared, 
that they never will attain that 
bleſſed End, for which they were 
deſigned. For, | 


i. Theſe 
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Glorious Trinity, &C. 

1. Theſe Explications of this 
Doctrine, were they never ſo con- 
vincing and fatisfactory in them- 
ſelves, and to learned Perſons 5 
yet illiterate Men, who are the far 
greater part of Mankind, and do 
moſt need the plaineſt Inſtructions, 
can never receive any benefit from 
them; for, theſe Explications be- 


Ing full of nice diſtinctions, and 


dreſled up in Logical, Metaphyfi- 
cal. and Scholaſtick Terms 3 un- 
learned Men, who are perfet 
ſtrangers to ſuch hard Notions, 
can never underſtand them. 

2. Theſe Explications of this 


'Doctrine have not proved con- 


vincing and fatisfattory to thoſe 
'learned Men, who have been, and 


ſtill are its Oppoſers. For, they 


yet raiſe ObjeC&tions againſt it, and 


"ſtill teftifie as great a difhke of 


theſe Explications, as of the Do- 
carine it ſelf intended to be ex- 
plained. Nay, they are ſo far 


#rom being ſatisfied, either with 


the DoCtaine or its Explications, 
b that 


6 The Do&trine of the 


that they have took occaſion from 
the one to ridicule and ſcoff at. 
both. 
Conſidera- For the bleſſed Trinity » As its 
Zion; n the DoGtrine ſtands explained by fe- 
ws veral Men, 1s ſtyled by way of 
DoFrine of Sarcaſm and Irrifion, The Cicero. 
mg  2:ian, the Carteſian, the Platonick, 
and the Peripatetick Trinity 5 as 
if this great Doctrine were found. 
ed upon, and could be maintain- |, 
ed by, not the Scriptures, but "the | 
Schools, TI am perſuaded, that we ' 
had never heard of theſe and the 
like baſe Afﬀronts and Contume- , 
Hes againſt the DoCtrme of the : 
Trmmity, had we never heard of | 
{ſuch and {uch its Explications. 

That late Explication, written by . 
an acute Divine of the Church of « 
Ezxgland, is, as tts Author hath 
very learnedly proved, the very 
Sentiment of the ancient Fathers 
and Schovlwens and he, that ſhall 
attempt to pen a better, hath very 
pood tuck, if he do not ftumbk 
upon a worſe. And yetas _ 

# 
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ble as that Explication is, as being 


invented and approved by Men of 


great Abilities; yet amongſt our 
modern Sociniaxs it hath but a ve- 
ry ill Character indeed. Its true, 
they are ſo jult as to commend the 
Judgment of that eminent Perſon, 
who colleCed it, telling us, That 


 #tis a true aud Oxthodox Explica- 
. tion of what the Church intends ts 
ſay; but as to the »Explication it 


ſelf, they preſently brand it with 
the moſt ignominious Terms, and 
ſay; That it is a great Ontruth, a 


me- great piece of Non-ſenſe, neither Ra- 
the tional, nor Tntelligible, nor Poſſt-- 


| of 


1 by 
1 of 


ath 


_ - 

A Reproach moſt inſufferable ! 
A Remark moſt ſhametully refle- 
ting, not upon that learned Di#- 


vine, who only delivered the Senſe 


- of the Church ; but upon the uni- 


verſahity of thoſe ancient Fathers 
and Schoolmen, whoſe Authorities 
are cited by him ; as if Senſe and 
Reaſon, Learning and Divinity, 
were no where elſe to be found, 

{ave 


The Doftrine of the 
ſave only in Socines, Crelins, Epi- 
ſeopizs, and their Abetters. 

Since therefore the Event of 
theſe late Explications, how well 
ſoever deſigned,” hath proved no 
better 5 I think it may be wiſhed, 
that they had been ſpared; and 
the rather, becauſe they have not 
only expoſed this great Doftrine 
of the bleſſed Trinity to the Ob- 
loquies and Contempt of its pro- 
feſſed Adverſaries 3 but they have 
occaſion'd hot Diſputes, open Con- 
teſts, and bitter Animoſities, be- 
twixt ſome of its known Friends, 
For, the Explications of this Do- 
rine being vesy ditterent, ſome 
of our own Diyines, even Men of 
oreat Abilities and Reputation in. 
the Church of England, who do 
perfe&ly agree in the Trath and 
Subſtance of this Myſterions Do- 
Ctrine, do as much diſagree 1n its 
Explications. 

Thar ſo it 1s, we learn from that 
late and learned Book of Animad- 


werſrons, wherein one Divine hath 
| eftectually 


iN 
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Glorious Trinity, &c. 
efſectually overthrown the zew 
Hypotheſis of another; and too 


juſtly charg'd its Author, that in- 
ſtead of maintaining the Tr ity 


in Qrnity, he had, by an unwary 


Expreſſion, opened a gap for Tr:- 
theiſm, the unhappy Brood of Fohz: 
Philoponxs. Tt muſt be confeſled 
that this Book of Arimaduerſrons 
was framed by a Rational Head, 
and written with a Goldez Pex, but 
too deeply dipt in V7zegar and 


| Gal); aBook, which, I think, had 


been much more commendable, had 
it been much leſs Satyrical; at leaſt 
conſidering that high Poſt, where- 
in the Perſon ſo treated ſtands ; 
and that the Tritheiſmr, with which 
he is charged, might be charitably 
imputed to an over-ſeght, a opax- 
4s , the ſlip of an inconſiderate 


.. Pen, ſince is very far from being 


his avowed Profeſſor. 


But, alas! a)l Men cannot learn 


that curious Art, which the Epi- 
grammatiſt commends , Parcere 
perſonis, dicere de witiis, ſo to di- 


ſtingwſh 


IO 


The Dofrine of the 


ſtinguiſh betwixt Crimes and Per- 


ſons, lo to abſtratt the Faxlt from 


the Maz, that comnnts it, as to 


cenſure the one, yet not expoſe. 


the other ; at leaſt not in the high- 
eſt manner, not ſo far, as any 
Man's Envy can provoke, or Wit 
enable. 


Such ſad Inconveniencies, and 


ſuch deplorable Conteſts have a- 
roſe from the Endeavours of Men 
to explain this Myſterions Do- 
Qrrine, which indeed can-never be 
well explamed. 

Nor indeed can we wonder that 
it ſhould be ſo ; for, tis juſt with 
God to blaſt the Attempts of Men, 
who make bold to peep within 
that Curtain, which he himſelf 
hath drawn; and to pry into thoſe 
Arcana, thoſe Matters, which he 
hath thoaght fit as yet to conceal 
from ns. That we might dire 
our worſhip aright, it hath been 
the good Pleaſure of God fo far 
to reveal to us the Doctrine of the 
Trinity, as to affure us, qudd fr, 

That 
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That there are indeed Three Glo- 


rious Perſons in the Deity to be 
adored 3 but, quomodd fit, how it 
ſhould be ſo, the Scriptures do not 
inform usz nor do they allow us, 
much leſs oblige us, curiouſly to 
enquire into it. 

"Tis well faid by one of the 
Greek Fathers , *Amqaas onuaoy me 


mus Crray. When God hath revea- 


led any thing for a certain Truth, 
which the Reaſon of Man cannot 
readily comply with, if we di- 
ſpute the Matter with our ſelves 
or Others, and demand, as the 
Virgin Mary did, How car this be? 
even ſuch an Enquiry 1s a very 
ſhrewd Argument,that we believe 


it not. * But although ſuch and 


ſuch revealed Truths may be far 
above the reach of humane Un- 
derſtandings; yet when we have 
aclear Revelation for it, our own 
Reaſon doth oblige us to believe 
every thing to be a Truth, which 
that God, who cannot Lye, hath 


diſcovered as ſuch, though we 
our 


Il 
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It. 
'Tis that we pretend toin ſome | 
other Caſes; for, the Doctrine of ! 


the Trinity 1s not the only Arti- | 


cle of our Chriſtian Faith, which © 
tranſcends the Apprehenfion of hu- 
mane Reaſon ; there are-ſome o- 


ther Truths, which confound and : 


puzzle our Underſtindings as well 
as this; and yet we commonly 


pretend to believe them. The. 
Creation of this glorious Fabrick 
of Heaven and Earth without a- . 


ny przexiſtent Matter, is a thing 


ſo contrary to Reaſon, that 1t paſ- 
ſed for an undoubted Maxim a- ' 
moneg(t the old Philoſophers, Ex. 


zihilo, nikil fit, of nothing, mothing 
can be made. And as for the Re- 


ſarreFHion of the Dead , the Rea- 
ſon of Man judged it a thing ſo .. 
abſolutely impoſſible, that when 
St. Paul preached it to the learned 


Men of Athens, they called him, 
0 areppogriy©c, a INETE Babler; and 


as for the Doctrine it ſelf, the Text * 


our ſelves cannot comprehend 
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ſaith, eyatwamy, they mocked, 
Maxime ridiculum putantes Reſur- 
retionis myſterium, ſaith Lorinus 5 
They thought the Myſtery of the 
Reſurrection, for ſuch indeed it is, 
to.be no better than a moſt ridicu- 
lous Fable. 


"5 


Ho did Celſus in rigen, where Origen. 


he thus demands, Þ%ov owugs 72 
TY HePlapey aye emer bay as 


ing once wholly corrupted, Is 
In any capacity to be reſtored to 
its former Conſtitution ? "Tis that, 
ſaith he, which God &7: 62 formuw, 
8T: SvvigeTai, Neither will do, nor 
can. And for that reaſon he 
{tylesour recourſe to God's Omni- 
pOotEnce, QC TOTWTUTHY &v& apnay, a 
moſt abſurd Refuge; and ſo pe- 
remptorily concludes, That the 
Doctrine of the Reſurrection 1s, 
amirTuopo x aYvary, abominable, 
and impoſhible. 

Nor was Celſus alone 1n this 
Opinion : for it was indeed the 
general Opinion of the moſt 

C knowing 


Contra 

Cell. 1. 59 
5 " / P- 2.40. | 

F215 Gun 5 What Body , be- dir. Can- 
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knowing Men in the Heathen _ 
World. Plizxy , among(t other 
things, which he thought to be 
beyond the Power of God, men- 
tions theſe Two, Mortales eterni- 
tate donare, vel revocare defunFos, 
To keep mortal Men from ever 
dying, or to revive them b&mg 
dead. And ofthe latter /Eſchylus 
thus concludes, "AmaE Oartoms 8+ 
T6 i5-> Avic-aoms, Of a Man once 


Tertul. de dead there 15 no Reſurrection. And 


_ Tertallian tells us, That this Op1- 


nion, De una Omnium Philoſopho- 
rum Schola ſumitur. Although the 
Immortality of Man's Soul was 
granted by many of the old Phi- 
loſophers ; yet the Refurredtion of 
a dead Body diflolved, corrupted, 
and crumbled into Duſt, and that 
Duſt diflipated, ſcattered, and in- 
termingled, was generally denied - 
by them all, as being in their Opit- 
nion an utter Impoſhtbility. 

Now, though the Creation of 
the World out of Nothing, and I 
may add, the framing of Man's 
Body, 


. Glorious Trmity, &c. 
Body, ſo very curiouſly wrought, 
ex inhabili materia, out of anun- 
toward and unlikely maccer, al- 
together unſuitable to ſuch a Pro- 
duction, and the Reſtitution of 
the ſame Body, though quite 
corrupted , out of the ſelt-lame 
Duſt, though ſcatter'd and inter- 
mingled, ot which it once conkhiſt- 
ed3 though theſe Acts do puzzle 
the Reaſon of all Mankind, and 
that ro ſuch a degree, as to be 
thought impracticable, and that 
by Men of choice Parts, and the 
moſt approved Underſtanaings 3 
yet we of the Chriſtian Church 
do acknowledvge the Creation, as 
an Ad already donc; and the 
Reſurrection, as an Att that cer- 
tainly will be, as undoubted Arti- 
cles of our Creed. 

Tell me then, How come We 
to belicve the Creation of the 
World, and the Refiirrettion of the 
dead,being things which have leem- 
ed impoſſible to great numbers of 
other rational and fearncd Men ? 

G2 Certain 
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Certain I am, that the Ground of 
our Faith in both theſe Caſes can 
be nothing elſe, ſave only the 
written Word of God: For, we 
cannot think, without too much 
Arrogance, that our Underſtand- 
ings in theſe later days of the 
World, are ſo much improved, as 
to be able merely by their own na- 
tural Light to diſcover theſe 
Truths, and to baflle all Objections 
againſt them, with ſtronger Argu- 
ments, and clearer Evidence, than 
other Mens Reaſon conld do in 
former Ages. 

But it hath been the good Plea- 
ſure of God 1n this laſt Age of the 
World to bleſs the Catholick 
Church with a Divine Revelation, 
and to tel] us clearly, eſpecially in 
his Goſpel, That as he created the 
World in its beginning, ſo at its 
end he will raiſe the dead; and by 
virtue of ſuch Teſtimonies we 
muſt think our ſelves obliged to 


* believe both, even though we 
cannot reſolve all Doubts, nor 
anſwer 


Glorious Trinity, 8c. 


anſwer all Objections framed a- 
gainſt either. And if ſo, why 
ſhould we not, by virtue. of a 
like Warrant, believe the Trinity 
of Perſons in the Godhead ? *Tis 
certain that Moſes and the Pro- 
phets, and our Lord's Apoſtles, 


were all inſpired Men; and ſince 


they were ſo, they are equally 
credible: Wherefore if we believe 


Moſes, when he tells us, God crea- Gen. 1. 1. 


ted the Heavens and the Earth; 1f 
we believe St. Paul, when he ſaith, 


There ſhall be a *ReſurreFion both ag.2,,;. 


of the Fuſt anil the Unjuſt > Why 
ſhould we not believe St. Fohr, 
when he tells us, :There are Three 
that bear Record. in Heaven 2 the 
Authority of . which Text thall in 
due time, and -a more proper 
place, be conſidered. 

Now, ſince a Divine Revelation 
1s enough to ſilence all the Objecti- 
ons of Humane Reaſon againſt any 


Truths that are Revealed, the beſt, 


and I think, the only way to 
confute all the Cavils of our Mo- 
3 dern 
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dern Sacinians againſt the Dattrine 
of the blefled Trinity is, not ta 
attempt an Explanation of the 
manner how theſe glorions Perfons 
are diſtingmſhed, but by Sacred 
Writ to prove their 2nazber, and 
the certaizty of their diſtinction, 
And were this once eftfectually 
done; were the QOnity of the 
(22dbead conſiſtent with, and fab- 
filing in the Trixity of Perſoxs, 
clearly demonſtrated even to vul- 
gar Capacities by infallible Texts 
of Scripture, the Socimray Pre- 
tences of Iwpoſſebility muſt ceafe 
for ever. For it 1s an old Rule 
and a true one, Fruftra queritur 
de pojje, eam conftat de effe 3 When 
once tis evident, that any 
thing certainly 1s ſo or fo, it were 
prodigious Folly to enquire any 
more, whether it might beſo. For 
"tis another Rute, Suicquzd eft in 
Adtu, fuit in Potentia, Whatſoe- 
ver 1s in preſent atual Being, muſt 
needs be granted to have been in 
a former Capacity tobe that which 
now it Is. And 
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And upon this Conſideration, 
had thoſe worthy Men who have 
endeavoured to diſcover the -2a7:- 
ner how the Three Glorious Per- 
ſons in the Trizity, though they 
are but Ore God, do yet ſtand 
really diſtinguiſhed from one a- 
nother; had they, I ſay, employ- 
ed their great Abilities in proving 
the certaznty of their Diſtindtion, 
they had, I think, more efiecu- 
ally batfled the Oppoſers of this 
great Dodrine, and thereby done 
tar better Service to the Chriſtian 
Church. 

If it be ſaid, That this Work is 
happily done already 3 That the 
Doctrine of the 7rzzty hath been 
ſuffictently proved by leveral 
learned Men in ſeveral Ages, and 
ſo needs no further Proofs : I an. 
ſwer, for the ſame reaſon it needs 
no new Explications neither : For, 
have not the Fathers and Schoolmer 
already explained it as well as any 
other Man can hope to do ? But 


withal, ſo long as there ſhall a- 
C 4 riſe 


9 


-_— - wt tn mtr —— — _ ———— _ = - w_—_— - _ _ _ - - = I — _—_ 
n—_— x; ——_ - - I prin DIRE : pope SIDE mp === = 
ee ee CE IIS < — 5 
. 
. , 


apo Oe -_ = 
Pao ER 


0——-—— as 2 
nn mg eaiong” Ipman—— - ——_ —— 
CS OCE Ee GEO Wn ——es OE Re ES A I p< _—_— 


2© 


The Do&rine of the 


riſe a new Donatus or Pelagiuns, 
there will be need enougtr of a 


new St. Auſtiz : If there ſtart up. 


another Arius, there 1s need 
enough of another Athanaſixs too : 
So long as there ſhall be zew Oppo- 
ſers of our Faith, it ſhould have 
new Defenders. When old Hereſies 
are revived, the old Arguments 
muſt be refreſhed, and newly 
muſter'd up againſt them. | 
Now, ſince this is the preſent 
and very unhappy Caſe of the 
Church of England; ſince old He- 
reſtes, long fince condemned by 
the Catholick Church, are now 
crept in amongſt us, and propa- 
gated by Men who bear a new 
Name; who, becauſe there can 
be but Oze God, deny the Poſſtbi- 
lity of a Trinity of Perſons, and 
charge the DoCtrine of it with 
Contradictions, I {hall endeavour, 
by the Divine Aſliſtance, to make 
good this Doctrine, as to its 17uth 
and Certainty, | | 
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To this end the uſe of Phzloſo- 
phical Arguments from Humane 


. 2 Diſconrſe, ordinary 1opzcks,. and 


| Logical Concluſions, ſave only 
ſuch as are founded in, and drawn 
- from the Word of God, would 
' bevain; for the Reaſon of Man 
of it ſelf can never afford us any 
ſolid Proofs to confirm ſfach Do- . 
(trines, the Contents whereof do 
infinitely tranſcend its utmoſt Ca- 
| pacity, We find indeed, that 
Men, who are loath to believe what 
they cannot comprehend, have 
employed their Underſtandings to 
find out ſuch Arguments in oppo- 
ſition to theſe myſterious Truths, 
which mere natural Reaſon, with- 
out ſome higher Light, doth ſcarce 
know how to anſwer, *© : 
Were it my preſent Buſineſs to 


” prove the Beirg and Attributes of 


| God, it were cafie to produce 
_ Arguments from a great variety of 


Topicks; as from the Creation of ' ' 
. the World, from the Uſefulneſs, 


| ty, and Order of the Uni- 
: verle 5 
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22 The Doctrine of the [ 
verſe ; from the regular Motions ' , 
of the Sun, Moon, and: — be 
from the conſtant Succeſſion of!” z; 
Night and Day, Spring, Summer, ' (+ 
Autumn, and Winter from the | ;, 
univerſal Conſent of Nations ; | jr 
from the Faculties of the Ratio- | ,x 
nat Soul ; from the ſecret Opera- | ;jn 
trans of Conſcience, and from the 
Fears and Hopes of dying Men. | 4 
And fince God is Ezs neceſſarinm, R 
a neceffary Being, Prizzus motor,  T 
the firſt Mover, and original | 
Cauſe of all created Beings, we , x 
may thence by Diſcourſe, and the , 
{ſtrength of natural Reaſon infer 
his Unity. I 

But when we are to prove a © a 
Trinity of Perſons in the Godhead, | } 
there is but one way to do it, | 4 
and that is by Divine Revelation, | ,, 
by the . Teſtimony of that God, } 
who alone doth perfectly know | 
his own Being, whatfoever 15 11 it, | 
and belongs unto nt, True it i, | 
this Dodtrine of a Trixity in Czz- | ſ/ 
ty being firſt revealed in the Scrip- 

| tures, 
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' tures, ſome things in Neatzre have 
! been thought to be weak Em- 
| lems, and imperfett Reſemblan- 


*ces of 1t, As for inſtance ; there 


115 in the Sun, Light, Heat, and 
- Influence 3 Three diftin& things, 


7 and yet but One Sun 3; there 1s 
-zn the Sou] of Man an Under- 


ſtanding, a Will, and a Memory ; 
the Soul of Man hath a Pawer of 
Reaſon, Senfe, and Vegetation, 
Three diftin& Facnlties, and yet 


| the Soul is but One. But, alas ! 
- theſe Similitudes are not Argu- 


ments; they are not uſed as 
Grounds of our Faith, but only as 


| 1Haſtrations to facilitate our Belicf, 


and render it ſomewhat the eaſter. 
There is nothing found in na- 
ture that can demonſtrate the 
certainty of a Trinity in Qutty; 
but theſe faint Refemblances 
are made uſe of to affiift our 
| Reaſon, and help our Con- 


| ceptions in apprehending its Poſ- 
febilaty. 


Now », 
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Now that this Doctrine of the] 
Trinity of Perſons in the O»3ty of}: 
the Godhead, is not only poſſeble,| 
but certainly #rze, I ſhall endea-| 
vour to evince againſt our Modernf 
Socinians, Who are the unhappy:+ 
Spawn of the ancient Ebzonites, Sa-| 
bellians, and Arians, by the Teſti! 
mony of God, recorded in the: 
Holy Scriptures, as they have been 
expounded by thoſe pious and: 
learned Men, who are deſervedly! 
eſteemed the moſt judicious Cr:-| 
ticks, the ableſt Interpreters, Kr 
the choiceſt Defenders of the Ca- 
tholick Faith. 
C To prove the certainty of this! 
| great Doctrine I ſhall uſe Three 
| ſorts of Texts. 1. Such Texts as: 
in the Judgment of many learned! 
Men, do import a Plurality of 
1 Perſons, or more diſtin& Sub- 
1 ſiſtences than One in the Deity, | 
[ 2. Such Texts as do reſtrain and} 
1 limit this Plurality of Perſons to! 
1 the number of Three, no more, | 
no leſs. 3. Such Texts, as do! 

prove | 


— 
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'» prove each of theſe Three diſtin& 


| Bowe. » fingly confider'd in his 


own Hypoſtaſes or Subſeſtence, tobe 
| God; ſo called, not # 


etaphorical- 
ly, as our Socinians would have it, 
but in the moſt proper, ſtrit, and 


uſual Senſe of that Notion, as it 


imports a Being Eternal, Immenſe, 
Omnilpotent, Omniſcient, ec. 


I. There are ſeveral Texts, 
ſome of which do very probably, 
and ſome very certainly, import a 
Plurality of Perſons, or diſtin& 
Subſiſtences in the ever-bleſſed 
Godhead. 

So do ſeveral judicious Men in- 
terpret the very firſt Verſe of our 
Bible, as if it had been the Plea- 
ſure of Almighty God to give 
his Church a very early Intimati- 
on of this myſterions Dodrine, 
which was more clearly to be re- 
vealed in after-Ages. The Text 


runs thus : 1» the beginning God gen, x. x, 


created the Heaven and the Earth. 
God, ſo we read it : But *tis 0- 
therwiſe 
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therwiſe in the Hebrew £1458 wy 
So ſaith the Original 3 which be: ' 
ing exatly tranſlated , muſt be | 
rendred thus: The God's created, | 
But are there more Gods than Oe, | 


who had an hand in this great 


work of Creation ? if not, Why | 
1s the only Creator here expreſ- ' 


ſed by a Noun of the Plxral num- 
ber ? Pererins anſwers, That this 
Expreſſion intimates, Divinarum 
Perſonarum Multitudinem ; $0 he 1 
and Murſter thus, Inſinuatur ab ex- 
ordio Scripture in Deo efſe && Plu- 
ralitatem &* Qunitatem: And fo 
Fagizs, who delivers it as the O- 
pinion of many other Divines 3 
for thus he tells us, Noſ#r# hine 
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colligunt Trinitatis Myſterium, Tri- | 


nitatem perſonarum e nomine Elohim, 
QOnitatem Subſtantis ex adjuni#0 
verbo ſingulari, From this Text do 
our Divines collect the Myſtery of 
the Trinity, from the Noun Plural 
a diſtinFion of Perſons, and from 
the Verb ſinexlar joined with it, 
the City of Eſſence. * 

| From 
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From the ſame Text doth St. 
Auguſtine, that great Luminary of 
the Chriſtian Church , infer the 
Second Perſon 1n the Trinity ; For 
his Words are theſe ; Perſonane 
filis evidenter oftendit 5 This Ex- 
prefiion doth evidently ſhew the 
Perſon of God the Son : For 
whereas 'tis ſaid, [zz the beginning 
God created the Heaven and Earth, 
this great Man doth thus demand, 
uem alinm Principinm intelligen- 
dum putamm , nife filium 2 Whom 
elſe can we here underſtand by 
this Word Beginning but the Son ? 
This Interpretation, which refers 
not to the 77, but to the Au- 
thor of the Creation, is much coun- 
tenanced by that which is given 
by the Targuz of Ferufalem, which 
tranſlates the firſt Words of the 
Verſe, not [z Prizcipio, In the 
Beginning, but In ſapientia, In, or 
by Wiſdom ; and under that No- 
tion many Chriſtian Writers have 
aſcribed it to our bleſſed Saviour, 
the Secoral Perſon in the Trinity, 

7 being, 
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m_— as St. Paul ſpeaks, The Wiſe | 
=o God, by whom he made the X 

Wan 
Aug. de Atcordingly St. A wgnſtine elſe- 
Gen, ad where tells Us: In ipſo exordio in- 
cap.6. Choate Creature Trinitas inſinuatur | 
Creatoris, In the very firſt menti- : 
on of the Creation there is a fair 
Intimation of our Creators Trini- 
ty 3 for when Moſes faith, [» the 
beginning God made Heeven and $ 
Beth: Intelligimus Patrem in Dei | 
nomine, & in Principii nomine Fi- | 
lixm, By the Word God, we un- | 
derſtand the Father 3 and by the 
Word Beginning, we underſtand | 
the Sox ; and ſince the next Verſe ' 
mentions the Spirit of God, Com- | 
pletam commemorationem 1rinitatis | 
agnoſcimus 5 We own it as a com- | 
pleat account of the Trinity : So | 
thought this ancient and learned | 
Father. 
But there is another Verſe 1n | 
the ſame Chapter, which 1s, and | 
well may be urged to prove a | 


FO of Perſons in the Deity | 
where | 
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where Moſes brings in God Al- 
mighty ſpeaking thus, Let #5 make Gen, 1.25, 
Man. Great St. Baſil here pats 

this Queſtion, "Ems 4wa pengrope» Baſil. Min 
Yo Et Peg 5 Is there but Oze Hex. Hom. 
fingle Perſon here mentioned and ” 
concerned 1n the Creation of Man ? 
Doubtleſs there muſt be 7mo at 

leaftz the Perſon ſpeakzre, and the 

Perſon or Perſons ſp2ke unto. But 

the Queftion 1s, ſaith Atharaſens, athan, Dis 
Tir Enmtey & Oz%s5 To whom did al. 3. de 
God fay, Let as, make Mar £ To emit} © 
this Queſtion there are Four An- 224. 
{wers g1Ven. 


1. There 1s mention made by 
Munſter of one Myſes Gerundenſts, 
whoſe Opinion it was, that God 
Almighty ſpake theſe Words, Let 
us make Man, to the Farty 5 as it 
God and the Earth, as Co-worker-s, 
made Man betwixt them 3 the 
Earth his Body, and God his 
Soul. 

St, Paul indeed rightly tells us, « cor. 15. 
The firif Mun is of the Barth, 47+ 
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Earthy, Tyzvis, made of the Earth. 
But though he was made of the 
Earth, yet he was not made by 
the Earth : For Moſes ſaith, The 
Lord God formed Man of the Duſt . 
of the Ground, The Earth did in- 
deed contain 1n it the Materials 
of Adam's Body, but contributed 
nothing towards its Fraxe : There 
was not in the Earth any Achve 
Principle that could enable 1t to 
tranſmute its own Duft into Fleſh, 
Blood, Bones, ec. There was not 
in the Earth any fuch Syrapus raw. 
uy, ſuch a formative Vertue, as þ 
could any way tend towards the 
Compoſure of ſuch a curious and 
molt admirable piece of Work, 
as the Body of Man moſt certain- 
ly is 3 For ſo intimates the Pſalmiit, 
ef 135.14, Where he ſaith, [ am fearfully and 
wonderfully made. Acu pitus ſum 5 \ 
My Body 1s ſo curioully wrought, 
as if 1t were embroidered by the } 
Work of a Needle : And if ſo, | 
could the dull Earth do this ? | 
1t could no more quicker or frame | 
Adam's | 
h 
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Adams Body, than it can now 
reſtore or revive its dead. 

No; in the Creation of Adam's 
Body the Earth was wholy Paj- 
frve, as indeed all other Matter is, 
of which any Artiſt makes ſuch 
or ſuch a Veſlel ; the whole Work 
was God's, and done by his Al- 
mighty Power : For, if it were a 
Miracle in Egypt for Duſt to be 
turned into Lice,. then certainly 
for Duſt to be turned into the Bo- 
dy of a Man, of an ere ſtature, 
conſiſting of various Members, 
artificially placed in a moſt ex- 
cellent Order, can be no leſs. 

Now, if it would be perfect 
Folly for any Workman to ſay to 
his Materials, Let us make ſuch or 


ſuch a thing, What reaſon hath a- 


ny Man to think, that God ſhould 


+ ſay to the Earth, Let ws make 


Man 8 *Tis certain, that God Al- 
mighty could not want any afſ- 
ſiſtance towards the Creatton of 
Man 3 and 'tis as certain, that if 
he had needed any help, the Earth 

D 2 could 
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could have yielded him none. So 
that this firſt Opinion deſerves ra- 
ther to be exploded with Contempt, 
as being ridiculous, than to be 
confuted by Arguments , as if there 
were any {hew of Reaſon and pro- | 
babihty 11 1t. 

2. The Second Opinion about 
this matter 1s this; ſome have 
thought, that when God ſaid, Let 
us make Man, he ſpake of and 
to Himſelf, according to the pre- . 
ſent Cuſtom of the K7zzgs and 
Princes of this World 3 who. to 
ſthew their Power, Majeſty, and 
Diſtinction from other Men, are 
commonly wont to ſpeak of them- 
ſelves, though but ſzzgle Perſons, 
in the Plural number. 

But this Opinion 15 a meer 
Conjecture, for which there is no 
Ground ; *tis indeed a frivolous 
pretence firſt imagined by ſuch 
Perſons as were Enemies to the 
Divinity of Chriſt, and would 
fain exclude him from. being con- 
cerned in this Text, and conſe- }. 

quently | 
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quently from having any Hand in 
the Creation of Man. *Tis indeed 
the uſual Style of Earthly Kings 
and Princes to ſpeak of themſelves 
in the Plural number; to ſay, We, 
Os, and Orr : But this 1s not the 
uſual Style of Almighty God : For 
amongſt thoſe thouſands of Texts, 
wherein God ſpeaks of himfelf, 
there are but Five to be found, 
wherein he doth not ſpeak 1n the 
Singular number. 

'Tis obſerved, that the Kings 
of this World, to ſhew their So- 
vereign Authority and Dominion 
over their Subjetts, do ſpeak of 
themſelves in the Plural number 
at no time ſo much, as when they 
ſend forth their Royal EdiFs and 
Proclamations ; their common Style 
then runs thus, We' Command ; 
'Tis Our Royal Will and Pleaſure. 
And certainly if it had been the 
Pleaſure of God to diſplay his 
Glory, and to ſhew his abſolate 
and univerſal Dominion after the 
ſame manner, he would have 

| D 3 done 


WM 


Ce a er FL - i 


bs The DoArine of the 


done it, when there was moſt 
occaſion for it 3 I mean, when he |! 
*came to preſcribe and proclaim his | 
Rogal Law. But this he did not do; | 
\ Exodazo.r for Moſes tells us, God ſpake theſe 
Words and ſaid 5 but what did he 
fay ? And how did he ſtyle himſelf? 
Why thus, 152K, { am the Lord ? 
*Tis not We, in the Plural, but I, 
in the /zgular number. And ſince 
God, to ſhew his Majeſty, did 
not uſe this manner of Speech, 
when there was the greateſt Rea- 
ſon for it, we may eaſily think, 
that he did not uſeit to that end, 
when there was far leſs Reaſon, if 
any at all. 

But methinks this fond Cavil 
ſhould not be ſo much as pretend. {| 
ed to elude ancther Text, where {| 
God ſpeaksafter the ſame manner {| 
Behold, the Man is become as one of 
Os: Here again God was pleaſed | 
to ſpeak of himſelf in the Plura/ 
number ;_ but why ſo? 'tis very {| 
ſeldom that he doth it, and why 
then here ? There was now no ex- 

traordinary 


Gen. 3. 22. 
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traordinary occaſion for him to 
: ſhew the greatneſs of his Majeſty, 
; like the Kings of this World, by 
a form of Speech, common 1n- 
{ deed to them, but to him very 
| unuſual. No, St. Baſt hath left 
us another, and a far better ac- 
count of it than this ; for thus he 
ſaith, "O7fwn me eavrs mos Agye Baſil. M. 
Sad #n. *Tis evident, that God 29< 
doth not here ſpeak of himſelf;1. 5. p.132. 
as of oze ſingle perſon only ; but 
he ſpeaks of himſelf in the Plural 
number. for this Reaſon, "Iz ova- 
pl uaperss volhans , &c. That we 
might underſtand, that together 
with himſelf he reckon d his Son 
and his Holy Spirit, 
But there 1s yet another Branch 
of this Opinion, as if God ſpake 
theſe Words, Let Os make Man, 
not only of himſelf in the Plu- 
ral number, with a deſign to 
diſplay his Glory, but to him» 
| felf alone. With this Opinion, 
{ St. Baſil in his afore-named Book 
doth charge the Jews, who aller- 
D 4 ted, 
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ted, Oey aur iauTy Nxntyeoif, 
That God diJi here diſcourſe in a 
Sohloquy with himſelf alone. This 
Qpinion that learned Man defer- 
vedly thought to be very abſurd, 
and ſuch a Practice to be {c}dom 
or never ſeen ; for thus he de. 
mMands, Tis yoAuds, i TixTw!, 1 GHUTH> - 
T:pgs £m T9 Opyavey Þ Tens h- 
19 xa0iuar$s, $dtris ave ovwepyery- 
T@-Atyea bUTC5 auto) TOW py T Uo 
4apay, &c. What Smith, what 
Carpenter, what Shoemaker, -ſit- 
ting alone amongſt his Tools, and 
having no other Man to work with 
him, doth even ſpeak to himſgf, 
and fay,Let #s make aSword,a Plow, 
a $/0e2 as that Father there goeth 
on. And it this Practice be a 
thing unufal, and would be 
thought but fooliſh amongſt Men, 
we cannot without Blaſphemy 
alcribe the fame thing to God. 
But, 

3, The Third Opinion about 
this Matter 1s this 3 namely, That 
when God ſaid, Let Os make ag 
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he ſpake theſe Words to his Az- 


gels, as if thoſe bleiled | Spirits 
had an Hand jn qur Creati- 


With this Opinion. alſo doth 

areat St. Baſt charge the Jews, 

who ſay, | Tanks Lo DEITWT Tpgs Baſil. "OE 
&s 0 AlY©e yEy91's TS OPPA TOs Ayye- Hex. Hom. 
Nos Abs TOs Tapsmav aura, God 9: 

ſpake theſe Words to many Per- 

ons, even the Azgels that ſtood 

round about him, Theſame Op1i- 

mon doth St. Chryſoſtow? charge 

them with :. Pao; TUUTE AZ 5 O95 Chryſoſto- 
Tess- AYyeAor, N Apyay)tAovs The mus in 
Jews ſay, That God ſpake thefe Gen. 1.25. 
Words to ſome of his Axgels, or 
Archaugels, And why they ſaid ſo, 

St. Bafel tells us, Ti yi aberirns po ow 
bucnrays TO Þ avi BrAies ating Wee bi ſupra. 
& TT, % T's Ougd'sAgs nMAv Kbghss 

Tan > nuTieans Iuspyins 53 The 

Jews, deſpiſing the Son of God, 

confer upon his Servants the Dig- 

nity of being his Fellow-Coun- 
ſellors, and make our Fellow- 
Servants the Lords of our Creati- 

ON. It; 
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99 TA&Tug.,a Fewiſh Fiction,and St. 
Chryſoſtonnn deteſtation of it, breaks 


out after his Rhetorical manner; 


GG” 5 | 75 3 
@ i avoics 5 w 7 MOMNs AIR UITICS 5 


O the madneſs! O the great Impu- | 


dence of theſe JFews!/For when God 


St. Baſil calls this Opinion, Ts. | 


ſaid, Let Vs make Mar after our 
own Image, 'tis evident, that he 


ſpake to ſome Perſons, whoſe 1- 
mage was the ſelf-ſame with his 
own 3; but that cannot be ſaid of 
Angels. For, as St. Baſil demands, 
My enpwv wie Oes 4 Ayia Is 
the Image of God and Angels 
One and the ſame ? No, *tis St. 

Aug. de Arugnſtine's peremptory Aſlertion, 

Civ. Dei Nefas eft credere ad Imaginem Ange- 

L16cap.6. Lorne hominen: eſſe faFum, ant ean- 
dey efſe Imaginem Angelorum &- 
Dez ; To believe that Man was 
made after the Image of Angels ; 
or that the Image of God and 
Angels 1s the ſame , 'tis no leſs 
than ſin. 23 


For 


| 
| 


 y_—_ 
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For the Scriptures do every 
where aſcribe the Creation of 


Man, not to Azgels, but to God 


alone; and of him *'tis ſaid, He 


| Created , not They, importing 


God and Angels 3 but in the fin- 
gular number, He, importing 
none but God : Tis ſaid again, 
God created Man, not 1n Their I- 
mage, but his own. 

Now , from the Authority of 
this and other Texts we ma 
ſafely conclude, That this Speech 
of God, Let Os make Mar after 
our own Image, could not be dire- 
ted to Argels 3 the contrary Opi- 
nion being, as St. Chryſoſtom well 
ſtyles it, Anpwite,the mere dotage of 
the blind and blockiſh Jews, 

4. The fourth Opinion about 
this Matter is this, namely, 
That when God ſaid, Let Os 
make Man, he ſpake theſe Words 
to his only Sor, and to his Holy 
Spirit, 

This was the General Opinion 


of the ancient Fathers, and of the 
later 
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later and beſt Interpreters 3 lo 
Athan. de thought Athanaſins , a= Os Th) 
= rin. y@ ares, God ſpake theſe Words | 
- pp P to his Sor 3 _ ©) Elſewhere, 6 


Athan. Di- fg9g T&THp EASE Ts 1u@® Ow, God: 


al-3-de (the Father ks thus to God the | 


Trin. Tom. 


2-pag.224- S0n, Of the ſame Judgment was |, 
Cyril of Feruſalem , whoſe Obſer- : 


vation 1s this 3 God did not ſay, 


Cyril. Cat. T4 TJ, make Man , Ker angve, | 


10.Pag-34. , 


EMUNY ANNG KAT GLMOVC, HLGTEC RY, Not 
according to My Image, but ac- | 


cording to Our Image ; and for 


w 
i 


that he gives this Reaſon, SVM 


ertals% 2p T UV, ia. LA om 6 ay- 


9 mg Pre nmr 


Opwrres g Uno Os TuTECSs TOMB» | 


\ 


ANG Y TS Wa2jes nuwv Inos” Keros 
CyT0s, .20 aUTS O's «Anbivs, When God 


ſaid, Let Us make Man, and, ac- | 


cording to Our Image, with him- 
ſelf he comprehended his Soz, 
that it might be made evident, 


That the Creation of Man was | 


the Workmanſhip, not only of 
God the Þather,- but alſo of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, he alſo being 
the true God. To theſe Teſtimo- 

nies 


UM 
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; nies we may add that of St. Chry- 
ſo. ſoſtomr, who having put this que- 
79 ſton, Tis 6% £7055 Who 1s this, Chryſ. in 
ds} to whom God faid, Let Us make © _ Hom, 
Man 2 return'd this Anſwer, Th 

d | MG, am 1 © prganns Cenns Ayye- 

Ie 20599 Davugs obs O00 dZxnagrs 5 

Is | and at laſt, more plainly thus, 5 ugro= 

(- Yeuns Ts Oz; Tas £, to whom elle 

', | did God ſpeak theſe Words,but to 

« | him who s the Angel of his great 

t | Counſel, his wonderful Fellow- 

- | Counſellor.the Potentate. even the 

only begotten Son of God ? And 

- accordingly St. baf doth inſtance 

- | inthe Creation of Man, as a proof 

, | of this Propoſition, *Erzpyuc 5 x, Baſil, M. 
; | mTaeregsjpiz, The Operation of the 2dverſds 
{ 


| Eunom. +} 
' Son and of the Father is one and, , £.. 


the ſame: 

But this Expreſſion, Let Us 
make Mar, mult not be lo applied 
to. God the Sor, as to exclude 
' God the Holy Ghoſt, nor did the 
|| ancient Fathers ever fo intend it; 
for they take tn the bletied Spirit 
too, So doth St Bafel, who puts 
the 


LIMI 
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the Queſtion thus, Tiy a4 5 
Ot, Wre Xoyew,N & TH TTUYTW EYaveToy 
x 7 mTrd;jugn3 To whom did God 
ſay, Let Os make Man, fave only 
to the Word, by whom all things 
were made, and to the Spirit ? 
To theſame purpoſe ſpeaks Atha- 
. naſeus, o wTions Vos per TS ys * 
 D- g . OM. togerber 
Trin.Tom. with his Sozz and his Holy Spirit, 
* P-227- created Man. And ſo Gregory 
Nyſſer , who tells us, that when 
Moſes ſaith, God made Man in his 
own [mage 5, Ayu T Tarien 3, T' Uiov, 
) m Type wy; He means 
God the Father, the Son, and the 

Holy Spirit. 
' St. Auguſtine 1n ſeveral places 
hath declared himſelf to be of the 
ſame Judgment 3 for, expounding 
aug de theſe Words, Let Us make Mar, 
Civ. dci, |. he ſaith, Re@&e i//ic intelligitur plu- 
16. cape 6. , alitas Trinitatis. And again he 
ſaith, that God ſpake of himſelf 
Aug. de IN the Plural number, 4d inſinu- 
Gen.ad lit. an dun ſcilicet Trinitatem Perſona- 
L1-cP-6- 07, TO give Us a fair Intimati- 
QIN 
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on of the Trinity; for, ſaith he, 


fince this Expreſſion runs in the 


Plural number 3 Nox re@e diceretur, Aug. de 
Trin-l. 12, 


os . 6. 
ereti; This Expreſſion could not ©* 


have been right, had Man been 
created after the Image of Oze 
Perſon only. 

The Teſtimony of this Text I ſhall 
conclude with that Expreflion of 
Elias Cretenſis, Verba illa, faciamms Elias Cre- 
hominem, filium cum Patre Creato- _ In 
rem efſe oſtendunt 5 Thoſe. Words Qs 


of God, Let Us make Man, do 
ſhew, that the Sox, together with 


'the Father, was Man's Creator. So 


that in the Judgment of theſe 
learned Men whom I have cited, 
this Text doth prove the thing for 
which I brought it, I mean a Plz. 
rality of Perſons 1n the ever-bleſled 
Godhead. 

But had theſe Authorities been 
inſufficient, I might have added 
more 3 and particularly that of 
Tertullian, who exprelly faith, Tert. ad- 


That God Almighty was pleaſed J*% 


Praxeam- 
IN cap. 12. 


The Dofrine of the 


It this Fext, Let Os make Man, to 
fpeak of hitfelf in the Plural 
namber ; for this reafont, 241 
jam adherebat illi filius, fecunida 
Perſona 5 &* Tertia, Spiritus 5 Be- 
canfe his Son and his Spirit, & Se- 
cond and a Third Perſon, were 


already, before the Creation of * 


Man, clofely* united to him. 

And now from thefe and the 
like Teftimonies we may learn 
what was the Judgment of the an- 
cient Fathers aborrt the Senſe of 
this Text, Let Us make Mar.and of 
the intentron of God 1n it ; they 
did, not imagine, that God here, 
or any where elſe, ſpake of himfelf 
in. the Plaral number to ſhew his 
Mijeſty, as the Kings of this World 
are now wont to do: Nor did 
they .think that God ſpake theſe 
Words to Himſelf alone , as one 


 fuglePerſon, or to his Argels, who 


were then abont him 5 theſe Opi- 


 mions are only the Dreams of Jews 


and Hereticks, who are glad of any 


prerence to efcape the force of all 
ſuch! 


UM 
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ſuch Texts, which in oppoſition 
to their great Error, do evince 
and prove a Plurality of Glorious 
Perſons 1n the Godhead, of which 
number this Text 1s one, if we 
may rely upon the Judgment of 
thole ancient and very learned 
Fathers, who, writing with more 
Reaſon, and leſs Prejudice, are 
much more to be valued than Jews 
or S9cinians. 

And fince our Socimarns, to 
prove that God 1s but One, draw 


an Argument from the Firſt Com- 


mandment, which runs thus, Thox 
ſhalt have no other Gods before me 5 
Or as 1t 15 1n our Liturgy, But xe. 
Since they from the Pronoun Me, 
being of the S7zgular number, in- 
fer the Unity of the Godbead 3 
why might not the Fathers, as 
indeed they do, from the Pro- 
noun Us, infer the Plarality of 
Perſons ? 

Burt becauſe Fews and Socinians 
are not ſatisfied with theſe or a- 
ny other Texts out of the Old 
E  Teſta- 
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Teſtament, which they interpret | a 


another, though: far more impro- 


bable, way 3 the Fews, who quite | 


caſhiere the whole New Telſta- 
ment, muſt be left under their 
preſent Judicial blindneſs; but for 
the conviction of ſuch as believe 
the Goſpel, and yet queſtion this 
great Doctrine of the Trinity, I 
ſhall thence produce a Text or two, 
which prove a Plurality of Per- 
ſons in the Deity, with as clear 
Evidence as any Words can 
o1VC. 

The Texts which I ſhal} pro. 
duce, were penned by St. John; 
to whoſe Goſpel I ſhall at preſent 
confine my ſelf; not for want of 
other Teſtimonies, but becauſe 
St. Fob wrote his Goſpel purpoſe- 
ly twoconfirm the Divinity of 
Chriitz and the occaſion of his 
doing ſo was this : In the time of 
h1s Bantſhment and Abſence from 
I115 Flock, certain peſtilent Here- 
ftes were crept into the Church, 
aid particularly that of wn 

an 
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That our Lord was crmontonel 


and born, as all other Men are; 
' That he had a Man for his Father, 
as well as a Woman for his Mo- 


ther 3 That before his Birth from 
foſeph and Mary he had no being, 
and conſequently that he was not 
God. 

Now, to ſtifle this damaable 
 Hereſie, like a deadly Cockatrice, 
in the Egg, and to prevent Its 
future growth , St. John, as an 


ancient Author tells us, Comput- p,ztu. in 


ſus ab Epiſcopis Aſte de Cotterna ad Aug.cx- 
Patri Divinitate Chriſti ſcripfet ad- poſ. in Jo- 
verſus Hereticos, qui Chriſtum ante vangelium. 
Mariam fuiſſe negabant. St. John 
being importuned by the Biſhops 
of Afra, wrote his Goſpel againſt 


thoſe Hereticks, who denied that 


, Chriſt had any being, till he was 


born of Mary; and in this Goſpel, 
to the nt of thoſe Hereticks, 
he hath delivered the Doftrine 
of Chriſt's Divinity, as being co- 
eternal with God hws Father. 

E 2 The 
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The like Story 1s recorded by! 
Euſebius, though with ſome diffe- 
rent Circumſtances 3 for, of $t, 
John he ſpeaks thus, SunSty 67 m2 
GWHATING ON Tos HY VERN De VAomal 


\ \ ad / 
cap. 14+ DEgTPAMES WW? THY WOEkUWY TEL 


pgm VeopopnSes , mTVeUUGRTINgY ETTIN- 
cey ovary 5 St. Fohn well know- 
ing that the other Evangeliſts, 
who had wrote before him, had 
delivered the Hiſtory of Chriſt, 
eſpecially as it related to his Hu- 
mane Nature, and the Actions 
done therein, being ſo exhorted 
by his Friends, and moved by the 
Spirit of God, wrote a Spiritual 
Goſpel; and that, as the ſame 


Euſeb Hiſt, Hiſtorian ſaith elſewhere, + 64- 
Ecclel. 1.3. Aoyices X PER RVOS, beginning his Go- 
ae ſpel with the Doctrine of our 


Lord's Divinity. And why the: 
delivering of this great Doctrine, 
was by the bleſſed Spirit of God 
reſerved for St. JFohz, and not 
committed to the other Evange- 
liſts, the Hiſtorian hath left us this 
Account 3 namely, That the clear 
Reve- 
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Revelation of our Lord's Divini- 
ty was left to St, John, Giz wperr- 
Tovi , As to one that was better, as 
being what he 1s called, gia®- 
im51:©-, Chriſts boſozz> Friend, 
and more beloved than any of the 
other Apoſtles. 
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Now, ſince this beloved Diſci- - 


ple, by the Inſpiration of God,. 


wrote his Goſpel on purpoſe to o- 
verthrow the Herefie of Eb:o7 
and his Followers, who aſſerted, 
That our bleſſed Redeemer was 
but a meer Man, and nothing 
more 3 we have all reaſon to con- 
clade, that thoſe uſual Texts 
which are cited out of this Go- 
ſpel as pregnant Proofs of our 
Lord's Divinity, were intended as 
ſuch by the Holy Spirzt, who di&a- 
ted, and by the Evangeliſt himſelf, 
who Wrote them. 

The firſt of theſe Proofs 1s con- 
tained in the very firſt Verſe of 
this Goſpel, which runs thus 5 [z 


the beginning was the Word, and 


Joh. 1. 4» 


the Ward was with God, and the * 


E 3 Word 
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Word was God ; a Text ſo expreſs, 
that it cannot be fairly interpreted 
any other way, nor without much 
violence wreſted to any other 
Senſe, fave only that wherein the 
Afertours of our Lord's Divine 
Nature do generally underſtand 
It, 

Why our bleſſed Saviour is here 
called, 5 25y::, the Word, Iam not 
now concerned to enquire : And 
that his Sacred Perſon 1s certainly 
meant by the Word, 1 need not 
ſtand to prove, becauſe I think 
that the S9cizians themſelves do 
generally grant it. And indeed,con- 
I1derin& the ſubſequent Verſes in 
the Context, they cannot without 
ſhame deny it, nor with any ſhew 
of Reaſon ſo much as doubt it. 

Now, 'tis faid of this Word, jy, 
He was 3 *tis not ſaid, He was 
made, or created, but He was, 
He had a Being, and that 1» 
the beginning am ps , from the 
beginring, not only the beginning 
of the World and Time; for our 
Lord 


*allo ſaith, 


Glorious Trinity, &c. 
Lord was, as Nonnus ſtyles him, 
zaporSc, without and before all 
time, Deg carl TON AGTHY, bctore all 
Creatures 3 as Juſt in Martyr 
tells us, cited by Grotizs 5 who 
Mos eſt Hebrew, &c. 
The Hebrews are wont by this 
Expreſtion to deſcribe Eternity. 
And fo doth St. Chry/oſrozr expoun 1d 
It, 727) 76 iy 6m T8 A9YSs TS Unai vs. 


The Text goeth on, and tells 
us, The Word was with God, where 
by that known Rule, em» 4»; 5 
we muſt underſiand-thart the Mord 


was with God in the beginnine, and 


ſince he was, 'cis wel] obſerved by 
Clarius, Kevp Perſonarun aiſtinFio- 
nem : Here we may {.e the dittn- 
Ction of the Divine Perſons ; for, 
as Tertullian rightly arguerh, In- 


ChryſcRh. 
I 1n 0.47. 


S1ws Levoy Po IV AwTngg5 This Expret- | Hom. 3. 
tion, The Word was, (heweth only 
his eternal Being. 


Verc adv. 


dubitanter alins oftenditur, qui fuc- Prax. caps 
rit a Principio, alins apud quem fuit +, 2: 


Without all doubt, he has was 
with God, 1s thereby (hewed to be 
E 4 ONE 
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one Perſon, and that God, with 
whom he was, 1s another ; 
for 'tis not imaginable, that the 
| Evangeliſt ſhould mean that Cne 
| Perſon was with himſelf. 

And as this Expreſſion, The Word 
was with God, doth necellarily 
imply a diſtin&:0n of Perſons, 10 
doth the next Clauſe as neceſlarily 
import an [dentity of Nature; for 
tis expreſly ſaid, The Word was 
if Ged ; though a diſtinct Perſon, yet 
One and the ſame God. And this 
is yet farther evident from our 
Lord's own Mouth ; for thus he 
f ' Joh.10.30. faith, I and my Father are One. 
' Theſe Words, I and my Father, do 

undeniably prove the diſtin@i- 
on of their Perſons and whereas 
he ſaith, 1 and my Father are One, 
that clearly ſheweth the QOnity of 
their Efſerce, Tis not ſaid in the 
Maſculine Gender, 1 and my Father 
are is, One Perſon; but in the 
Neuter, #, I and my Father are 
One thing 3 and if that thing be 
not the Divine Being, they cannot 


he 


2-2 
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| be One. For, ſince the Father 1s 


confeſſed to be God, the Yor can- 
not be Oze thing with him, unleſs 


 hebeCGodtoo. 


And in this Senſe,according to the 
genuine Conſtruction of the Words 
did our Saviour's Hearers rightly 
underſtand this Speech of his ; for 
when our Lord had ſaid, 1 and my 
Father are One 3 the Evangeliſt tells 
usin the very next Verſe, Ther the 
Jews tookup Stones again to ſtone him, 
and gave this Reaſon for it; We 
ſtone thee for Blaſphemy, becauſe thou, 
being a Man, makeſt thy ſelf God. 
The Fews took his meaning right, 
and were ſatisfied, that when he 
ſaid, I and my Father are One, he 
made himſelf God; and indeed 
{ohe was, and his Words do ſo 


- clearly import it, that if he had 


not been God, tor this Speech of 
his he had deſerved to die. 

I know that our Soczzians, to 
elude the force of theſe Words, 
whica make ſo much againſt them, 
do find themſelves concerned to 
inter- 


— 


The Doftrme of the 


interpret them another way, as ' 
if their meaning were this, 1 and. 
my Father are One 5 7. (ay they, 
I there 15, pul E&Anns, WE are One 
|| in Will and Aﬀe&Fion. And indeed 
i ſo they. are 3 tis a great Truth, 
| but withal *tis ſuch a Trath, as is 


not the proper import of this 
if Text : For the Connexion of our 
| Lord's Diſcourſe in the Context 
|| doth natarally lead us to another 
if Toh.z0.2e, INterpretation 3 for, having faid, 
29, No Max ſhall pluck my Sheep out of 
| my Hand : And again, No Mar is 
| | able to pluck them out of my Fatner's 
Hand ; he gave us an Intimation 

that his Sheep were equally ſafe 1n 

_ his Father's Hand, and 1n his own 

too; and then immediately ſub- 

joyned this Reaſon for it, 1 ard 

my Father are One; but in what 

Chryſon, Reſpects are they One ? St. Chry-| 
in Joan. ſoſtom anſwers, xams Þ Svvam 3; 
| Hom-6!. They are onein Power 3 and thence 
[ | he draweth this inference, & » 9v- 
| va uus I aurn OY Nov OT #, 1 80 5 If 
betwixt the Father and the Son 

there 
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there be an Identity of Power; 'tis 
very manifeſt, that there is an [- 
dentity of Eſſence too . 


To the ſarhe purpoſe doth Theophyl. 
Theophyla&# expound this Text, 1 2 ocum. 


and my Father are One : But how 
are they One ? He anſwers, x- 
Tov T @uy 2; I 80:ay ny T0 z04TOs 5 
They are one in Natare , Eſſence, 
and Power ; and ſo concludes, 
That by theſe Words our Lord 
did make himſelf to be, «yggnoy 75 
06:;, Conſubſtantial with God. 


Gregory Nazianzen expounding Greg Naz. 
this Text, 1 and my Father are One, = 45-Pags 
refers the Word One, Ad unita- 70 


tem Divinitatis, to the Unity of 
their Deity; and the Word Are, 
to the Plarality of thetic Perſons 3 
and tells us, That our Lord ſpake 
theſe Words, Ot duarum Perſona- 
rum vocabula Onins Deitatis Maje- 
ftatiſque demonſtraret, that he might 
demonſtrate the Names of Two 
Perſons, his Father and himſelf, 
to be of One Deity and Majeſty. 
And fo Nicetas, who faith, this 

Word, 


LIMI 
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Nicet. in Word, One, Eſſentie conjuntionen 


Naz-Or-24 ;,d:cat , declares the Conjun&ion 


_— Unity of their Efſence. And ſo 


doth Gregory Nyſſez: thus conclude, 
Greg. Ny(- mo &y 8 7 Mares OMiAivea MOYOL,CMda X 
ſen, col- 7-46 3 This Word Oze, compre- 
Or. 1. p.7, 2ends not the Father alone , but 
the Jo too. 

That Son, who 1s ſo cloſely uni- 
ted to the Father, that he elſe- 
where tells us, 1 am in the Father, 
and the Father in me Of which 
Words St. Chryſoftom hath left us 
Chryſoſt. this Paraphraſe 3 'OuIYy av £5 i 
—> ape Cmrep 0 Ta, LEVY YG, It amo 

Huv@O- 1 CTep TYw vr, TaTyp > | 
am nothing elſe but what the Fa- 
ther 1s, yet continuing the Son 3 
the Father is nothing elſe, but 
what I am, yet continuing the 
Father : Which Expreſſion doth 
clearly import, That there 1s no 
difference betwixt the Father and 
the Son 1n reſpect of Nature and 
Eflence; and yet that there 1s a 
Perſonal Diſtinction between 
them, ariſing from, and founded 


upon 


Joh.10.38 


= 


> Jo 


ad) tied ed) = led lens OO I OQ 
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upon their mutual Retiations of 


| Paternity and Filiation ; the ſame 


Nature being ſtill equally common 
to both. 
So common, that St. Baſil tells 


T7 


US, 77U7e% XgAts, Thy Iegs T joy Baſil. Sel. 
ampu'tles T&UT InTY 5 When YOU Orat. 24. 
name the Father, you proclaim an PS 132+ 


Identity with the Sor; and for 
that Reaſon he hath left us this 
Counſel, My 3#ys m & 3 Di- 
vide not that which is but One. 
This Counſel our Socmnzans will 
not follow 3 for, ſo far as they 
Can , they divide the Oeaxv8ponrs, 
and part the God and the Marx. 
Theſe Men are of the ſame Stamp 
with thoſe Hereticks of whom the 
ſame St. Baſil doth elſewhere thus 


complain, cpway &yy£ypapmevoy, &Cc. Baſil, Sel. 
They ſee 'tis written, { and ay "32 


Father are One; and what the 
He faith, Mio#2 T1 Atfiv ws aAnddas 
pies 5 They hate this Speech, as 
being the Mother of Truth 3 ſuch 


a Truth, as being entertained, 


- would infallibly ſtifle thoſe Errors, 


which 


whe Pag. 17 1» 


eee ee ee II 
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which are the unhappy Brats of 
their own corrupted Brains. But 
though our Sociniars would fain 
elnde this Text, as their Sire Ar7- 
25 endeavoured, but in vain, min 
the firſt Nrceme Council, who be- 
| Athan.Di-1ng asked by Athanaſius, what our 
i =_— Lord meant, when he ſaid; I ad 
| p.116., #y Father are One, anſwered thus, 
[i They arc One ; Z. TE Pl Vp Ow! 
| us3 35 he meant, Oze in Mzizdand 
i agreement of W3i// and Operati- 
on, as if that were all which this 
I Text imports. 

bi And yet this, Mace Eganms , and 
| it this, pic evepyeicty this Omeneſs of 
lh ' Will and Operation, doth ſuppoſe 
hi and prove an Oneneſs of Nature 
[it too 3 ſo thought St. Bafl, who 
I expreſly ſaith,  #» 9.7 evepyticy 
Atysny avaywm ty OT g0Iey NEWLY 
} T&Tiqpiy 0ugsnov Taree % you 5 If 
[| they, 7. the Arians and Eunomians 
f ſay, That the Father and the Son 
are one in Operation, they muſt 
| needs grant, that they are One in 
| Eſſence to03 3, That the Father 
nn and 


«a 
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and the Son are Conſubſtantial. 
Accordingly St. Cyril of Fernſa- 
ley explaining theſe Words, 1 
and my Father are One, tells us, NN 
That they are One in ſeveral re- (97 Hie- 
ſpets ; and the very firſt which tech. 11. 
he names {1s this, fa m7 x97 Thy P: 99 
beorure X£ wa rmudty 0% Yeo fav 
VICE 5 They are One as to the Dig- 
ity of their Deity, inaſmuch as 
God begat a God. 

Athanaſius likewiſe tells us, That 
our Lord ſpake thele Words, [ 
and my Father are One, yvwoxv than. Di- 
EQUTUY UM Seca, Doro TS TATE KgT (Put. con- 
> a, / cv / » tra Artum 
S0MtY, ANA VVWMRYOV TH Deomum Te bes P. 132, ; 
TAaTPS knowing that he did not 
differ from his Father in point 
of Subſtance, but was united to 
him in the Godhead. 

The Latin Fathers are of the 
ſame Judgment : Accordingly St. 
Ambroſe (faith of our Lord and his A 
Father, Ef Perforis duo, Poteſiate — 
anm ſunt, Though they are Iwo 
in reſpect of their Perſons, yet 
they are but One in reſpect of 
their 


60 


Auguſt in 


Joan.Tra&t 


36. Þ. 61. 
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their Power. St. Auguſtine alſo, who | 
was Contemporary to St. Ambroſe, . | 
and in ſome degree his Convert, 
doth from theſe Words, 1 and my 
Father are One, colle& the Diſtin- 
Fon of their Perſons, and the O17- 
ty of their Godhead, and doth urge 
this Text as an Argument both 
againſt the Herefie of Aris and 
Sabellizs 5 for thus he writes, 

udd dixit, Onum, liberat te ab 
Ario quod dixit, ſumus, liberat 
te a Sabellio : Whereas our Lord 
mentioned himſe}f and his Father as 
One 3 this Word Oze 1s enough to 
preſerve or free us from the Hereſie 
of Arins: And whereas our Lord 
{31d of himſelf and his Father, 
Ve Are, this Word Are, 1s enough 
to preſerve or free us from the He- 
reſfie of Jabel/ins : For thus he go- 
eth on, and argueth, Sz unnzm, er- 


go non diverſum 5, ſi ſumus, ergo & 


Pater e&» Filins: ſumus enim non 
diceret de uno, ſed & unum non di- 
ceret de diverſes 5, fince our Lord 
{tyled himſelf and his Father Ore 
Thing, 


10 


ſe, 


Ct, 


27 


MH- 
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! thing, tis evident, that they are 
| got diverſe things 3 for had they 
| been ſo, he would not have cal- 
led them Ore : And fince our 
| Lord ſaid, We are, 'tis evident, 
* that there 1s both Father and Sor 
- for our Lord would not have ſaid, 
We are of One. +Tis plain from 


this Diſcourſe of his, that this great 


: Man, St. Anguſtine, did infer trom 


theſe Words the Divinity of Chriſt, 


\ which was denied by Aris; and 
- the reality of diſtin# Perſons in 
- the Dezty, which was denied by 


Jabellits, who thought them to be 


mere Denominations of Oe and the 
ſame Perſon only. 


This one Text, I and my Father 
are Oze, being thought by the an- 
cient Fathers a full proof of that 
for which I urged it 5 namely, the 
Divinity of Chriſt,and conſequent- 


 Iy a Plarality of Perions m the 


Deity, I need not add any more 
particular Authorities to confirm 


it. For, as Maldozate obſerves, Maldona- 


Catholici omnes dicunt efſentiam ſtg- 
F nificarec 
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nificare : All Catholick Writers ex- 
pounding theſe Words, 1 and my 
Father are One, do agree with one 
conſent, that our Lord did mean 
Ore Eſſence, One Nature, One and 
the ſame God. 

Wherefore forbearing the pre- 
ſent mention of any more either 
Sacred Texts or Humane Authori- 
ties, Iſhall conclude this Head of 
Diſcourſe, with the Saying of that 
ancient Author, whoſoever he 


were, who doth bear the name of | 


Dion. Are- Dionyſeus the Arcopagite, and tells 
—_ a us, Tz Van ivoru wo SenitetTriu 
172, by. C7TWs 0's TRUTW, egy, BTE ME, B7E Evvo- 
no Syveray 3 There 1s1n the God- 
head an Unity, and yet a Diſtin- 
Fion ;, an QOnity of Nature, and 
yet a DiſtinFion of Perſons 3 but 
how it comes to be o, 'tis not poiſli- 
ble either toſay, or comprehend. 
2. And now having, I think, 
ſ{afticiently provd a Plarality of 
Perſons in the Deity by ſeveral 
Texts according to that Senſe, 
wherein the ancient Fathers _ 
an 


LA 


ul 
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| and the generality of later Inter- 

' preters {till do, with great reaſon, 

| underſtand them 3 my next work 

' muſt be to conlider thoſe Texts , 

which determine and reſtrain this 

Plarality of Perſons to the number 

'e- | of Three, no more, no leſs. In this 

Er | caſe,Tria ſunt Omnia, Three are All. 

Il- | We read what a great reſpect 

of * Pythagoras and his Sect had for 

at | their 7r7paxrys, their Zuaternary 

he | zumber ; ſuch an eſteem had they 

of | for it, that Na} us * «peries Lys 

Us TaegSovrae mTEeaxTYW Was with 

x" them a Religious Oath, And 

vo- as for the Septerary Number Gre- 

d- gory Nazianzen (tyles it, 'Aecrd- Greg.NaZ. 

A” Mov UG ITT HÞ1 TH x50 ph oU5o WA 42. 

1d 7 P- 687. 
z6., of all numbers the moſt -2y- 

ut  fical, and even Contemporary 

ll- with the World. And yet the 

*  Ternary number was long before 

k, ' it: And as it is the moſt ancient, 

of ſo isit the moſt perfe#, not only, 

al @uia habet Principinm medium & fi. Corn. 2 

-»  #em,Whichis the Reaſon commonly boys cn 

d, given 5 but Suia Divinitas in Tri = ha 

d | F 2 nitate 


mmm momun 
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It 1s the number of the | 


nitate eſt : 


glorious Perſons in the God- 


head. 


ſo clearly revealed to the Fewiſh | 


And although this number of| 


the Divine Perſons was not of old| 


Church, as now it 1s to the Chri- | 


ſtian 5, yet the Fews were not alto- 
gether left without ſome Intima-| 


tions of 1t. Gregory Nyſſen menti- 


ons ſeveral Texts out of the Old| 
and faith, That by! 


Teſtament, 


; 


43 
1 


them \Perſpicn? @&% clare Sana Tri-| 
nitas, Patris inquam, & Filii, & 


Sant; 7 Spiritus, 
probari poteſt , 


Father, Son, and Holy Spirit may 
be demonſtrated, and very clearly 


proved. 


But yet we have reaſon to be- 


lieve that thoſe Texts of the Old 


Teſtament, which arenow urged 


as Arguments to prove the Tr: 
ty, were not underſtood, at leaſt 
not ſo well, by the ancient Fews, 


as now they are by us. 


*T1s uſU- 


ally ſaid, Teſtamentum Novum ve- 


latum 


demonſtrari atq, 


The Holy Trinity, 
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- i | laturn eſt in Veteri, vetus revela- 


50d- tur in novo: The New Teſtament 
r off 9s couched and veiled in the Od, 
I; F and the Old is revealed and un- 


IN] folded in theNew 5 Moſes and the 
IP | Prophets are in many things very 


Rs much explained by our Lord's E- 
. _ vangelilts and Apoſtles. | 
my And a pregnant Inſtance of this 
Ola { we have in our preſent Caſe ; 
__ whereas the Evangelical Prophet 
7. | tells us, I ſaw the Lord ſitting upon Eſa. 5. 1 


a Throne ;, above it ſtood the Sera- 
phims, and cried one to another, Ho- 


_— ly, Holy, Holy is the Lord of Hoſts. 


= From this rezozyiov , this three- 
wr fold repetition of the Word Holy, 


do the ancient Fathers and Modern 

te. Divines infer the Trinity of Pcr- 

Yd {ons in the Godhead, and that de- 

_ lervedly tO. — 

This was the Opinion of Atha- 
naſuus, who writes thus 3 Cre On- Athanal. 
alt / dc hum. 


C AQ v\ -% 
CoAoYen TU yepsCp. TP1TOY T Og0y,0£- 


TE ; F : Chtiſti 
"il _"_ LY -, CHE SO, 73XTE2? Hy Nat p.6or. 
ee * Y'v, % & ov TVEU 4G WEINOY 57 5 

_ When the Chernbims gloritie God, 


> 3 laying 
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ſaying Three ſeveral times, Holy, 
Holy, Holy, they glorifie the Fa- 
ther, and the Sor, and the Hol 
Spirit, And to the ſame effe& 


Greg.Naz, Gregory Nazianzen writes thus, | 
Or. 42.P.3 TE@toy 1a T2 ts May cumiso Rupide | 


w_P THT% *; Vfrum SoEats?), Ke. God 


is glorified by theſe Three Accla- | 


mations of Holineſs meeting in 


one Lordſhip and Godhead. Tis 


Oecum.in that which Oecumenias delivers | 
Apoc. C- 6. more plainly thus, 76 Tpwnvocrroy 


COm, 8. 


To TEATAGATNATHD ÞODEns uo TH A- 
MaTms ENG [ev yoav ? By this three- 
fold Repetition of Glory and Ho- 
lineſs we have reaſon to under- 
ſtand, That there 1s a threefold di- 
ſtinfion of {ubſiſtences in rhe Det- 
ty. But there is no Man who ſpeaks 
more poſitively about thts tnatter 
&up. ceft- than St. Auguſtine himſelf, whoex- 
e ad Per. ; \ "WE 
Diac. rom. Prefly faith, I eo quad dicitur 
3 P-43. tertid Sanus Perſonarum Trinita. 
terr 5 in eo vero quod dicitur ſemel, 
Dominus Dems Sabaoth divine tatu- 
re cognoſcimus unitatem : Whereas 
the Seraphims cried Holy a Third 
time, 


UMI 
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time, we know thereby the 7Trinz- 
ty of Perſons 3 and ſince they men- 
tioned the Lord God of Hoſts but 
once, we know thereby the Uz- 
ty of the Divine Nature. 

Now the Queſtion 15, What 
moved theſe and other learned 
Men thus to interpret this Pro- 
phetical Text, and to conclude 
from it the Doctrine of the 7r7- 


67 


ity 2 Cornelins a Lapide tells Us, Corn. a 
Veteres Rabbini fic exponunt 5 the Lp: in lo- 


ancient Jewiſh Rabbins expound it ® 


thus 5 SanZus hic eſt Pater, Sanus 
hic eſt Filius, Sanus hic eſt Spiri- 
tus. *Tis here meant, That the 
Father is Holy, the Son 1s Holy, 
and the Spirit is Holy. But our 
Chriſtian Divines were not led to 
this Expoſition of the Text by the 
Example of any Jewiſb Doftors 


for indeed they had a far better 


Authority for it; I mean, the 
Authorities of an Evangeliſt and 
an Apoſtle, St. John, and St, 
Panl. 


F 4 When 


ms. 
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When Eſaias was writing this 
Text and the Context, he tells us, 
I ſaw the Lord ſitting upon a T hrone. 
Joh. 12.41 St. John referring to this Viſion, 
ſaith, Theſe things ſaid Eſaias, 
when he ſaw his Glory, and ſpake of 
him. St. Paul alſo, referring to 
AR 28.2: the ſame Viſion, faith, Well ſpake 
the Holy Ghoſt by the Prophet Eſaias. 
Now, from theſe Texts compared 
together, great St. Baſel doth, and 
well might, infer the Dottrine of 
the Trinily 3 for thus he tells us, 
Baſh. M. wegpiThs Ts TATES5 6401, yEUTRU "Deg 
oat | 007QY ay T9 1915 TETIGEULAVS" O OU- 
5. Pe 815+ EY EDMSP; TS 3" 00: Teva T5 mvau- 
HETO- « £10 WU Ekov Saeaw) 7 T pUerT 
49125 Gromc3Corrs 53 The Prophet 1n- 
troduceth the Perſon of the Father, 
on whom the TJews believed ; 
the Evangeliſt referring to the 
lame Scripture, doth undoub- 
tedly mean the Perſon of the Soy, 
and St. Paul, with the ſame Rete- 
rence, mentions the Perſon of the 
Holy Ghoſt ; each of which Perſons 
1s called by this one common 
Name, 
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| 
* Name, the Lord of Hoſts, and was 
| ſeen by the Prophet in that Viſion 
| of his. 


Now, fincethis Prophetical Text 


| hath been this way interpreted by 
: ſome of the  Fewiſh Rabbins, and 
- certainly is ſo, and with better 
- Reaſon, by many. eminent Wri- 

' ters of the Chriſtian Church, who 
thought this Expoſition to be 
* much countenanced, nay ſuffict- 


ently warranted by the Au- 


| thority of St. John, and St. Paul; 


St, John ſaying, that the Prophet 
ſpake when he ſaw his Glory., and 
ſpake of him, undoubtedly mean- 
ing the Glory and Perſon of Chriſt ; 
St. Paul alſo ſaying, Well ſpake the 


Holy Ghoſt by Eſaias, meaning the 


Words relating to that particular 
Viſion : Since tis thus, we have 


reaſon to look upon this Text, 
which contains this threefold Ac- 


clamation of the Seraphims, Holy, 
Holy, Holy, is the Lord of Hoſts, to 
be a pregnant proof of the Holy 
and Bleſled Trinity. 

And 
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And yet becauſe this Prophetical 
Text hath been thought capable 
of another Interpretation 3 and 
becauſe Calvin himſelf, who was 
no Sgc;rian, doth yet blame thoſe 


Divines, who plead this Text as | 
an Argument to confirm this great | 
Article of onr Creed , as if we 


wanted fairer Proofs to do it, 
And becanfe this myſterious point | 
of Faith is ſo very difficult to Hu- | 
mane Reaſon, that ſome deny it, | 
and others doubt it 3 'tis necefſa- | 
ry that fuch Evidences ſhould | 
be prodnced for it , as may fa- | 
tisfie the Minds of impartial, un- | 


prejudiced, and reaſonable Men. 


But to ſatisfhe the Underſtand- | 
ings of Men ;about this matter, no | 
Arguments can be ſufficient, ſave | 


only fach as are drawn from un. 


doubted and clear Divine Revela- 


tion. And altho' tbe a difficult 


Task to produce any fairer evi- | 
dences to prove the Dottrine of | 
the Trinity, than thoſe already 
named out of the Ol Teſtament 5 | 

yet 
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Glorious Trinity, 8c. 
yet we find good Store of them 
in the New. Our Lord himfelf by 
his Evangeliſts and Apoſtles hath 
farniſhed us with ſuch Proofs, as 
no Man, who- dares not offer vi- 
olence to ſuch and ſuch Texts, can 


| ever gainſay. Ir's true, Men who 


make the Sacred Scriptures the 
S»bje# of their Drollery rather 
than the Grounds of their Fazth, 
and the Rzles of their Marnzers : 


Men of corrupted Brains and 


wanton Wits may, if they 
pleaſe, by anwarrantable Diſtin- 
cions and falſe Interpretations, 
ſeemingly elude and enervate 
the force of the plaineſt Texts : 
But whoſoever is of a ſober, 
meek, and teachable Spirit, who- 
foever is not unalterably wedded 
to his prefent Opinion, as Men 
are to their prefent Wives, whe- 
ther good or bad, may find 1n 
the New Teſtament ſuch evident 
Proofs of the bleſſed Trinity, as 
are ſufficient to fix and ſettle 
his Judgment in the firm —_ of 

rals 
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this great and neceſlary Point of | 
Faith. ” 
And if we do indeed believe the | 


whole Goſpel ro be the infallible 
Word of that God who cannot lie, 

rant we mult, That any one clear 
and undoubted Teſtimony of our 
Evangeliſts or Apoſtles were e- 
nough, though we had no more, 
to, confirm any Article of our 


” - I 


Creed, even ſuch as are the moſt | 


difficult to Humane Reaſon ; God's 
'Aumrs zpn, being enough to end all 
Controverſies, and to ſilence all 
Objections. And upon this Con- 


ſideration I do not think it necel- | 
ſary. to name abundance of Texts, 


leſt: by ſo doing I ſhould ſeem to 


diſtruſt the force of a few; and |: 


yet, though one ſingle Text might 


ſaffice, , becauſe in other caſes 


two Witneſſes are commonly re- 
quired, I ſhall make choice of two, 
and no more, becauſe the Evi- 
dence of each to me doth, and I 
hope to others will appear ſo plain, 
as to be ſufficient to do our Work. 


The 
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The firſt Text, which I ſhall uſe 


-to prove the Trinity of Glorious 


Perſons m the Godhead, 1s that 
which contains the firſt Inftituti- 
on, and preſcribes the ſolemn 
Form of Baptiſm, wherein our 
Lord gave: his Apoſtles this Com- 
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miſſion and Command, Go ye ard mat.28. 19 


teach all Nations, baptizing them in 
the name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt. Here 
is an expreſs mention of Three di- 
ſtink Perſons, in whoſe name all 
Converts to the Chriſtian Faith 
were to be baptized. 

'Tis the Obſervation of Maldo- 
nate, Ex hoc loco refe veteres Au- 


Maldona- 
tus in [0- 


thores Trinitatis myſteriunm probave- cum. 


runt; By this Text did the ancient 
Authors provethe Myſtery of the 
1rinity, and that very juſtly too. 
The Word Name in this place 
ſeems capable of two Interpreta- 
tions, and no more : We may, as 
Expolitors do, underſtand by it 
either, 1ſt. the Commmazd, or 2dly, 
the Worſhip of God 3 and in both 

Senſes 
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Athan. in 
Epiſt. nd 
| Serap.tom. 
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Senſes it will prove the Truth in 
hand. For if by this Word | 
Name, our Lord means the War- | 
rant and Precept of God, then the 
Three Perſons here mentioned, 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, are | 
repreſented to us as Perſons of e- | 
qual Power and Authority. But 
if our Saviour's meaning be, as 
ſome render his Expreſſion more | 
ſuitably to the Original, Bapti- | 
Zing them, ts Ivoug., = the Name, 
7, ſay our - Ezglih Annotations, 
Into the Profeſſuon of the Service of 
One God in Three Perſons; then 
the Father, Sor, and Holy Gho#7, 
are here plainly recommended to 

us as equal ObjeFs of Divine 4do- 
ration, and conſequently each per- 
ſon muſt be God: 

And accordingly Atharaſrus, to 
prove the Deity of the Holy Ghoſt, 
makes uſe of this Text, and tells 
us, That when our Lord preſcri- 
bed this Form of Baptiſm, Ke9oa- 
any £xXAmicy Ov TEAGN Es mermce 3; 
:6piCoc, he did found and _ 
tNE 
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| the Catholick Church in the Tri#- 
| nity 5, and then to prove that the 
Holy Spirit 1s God, he adds, zrioug 


Jo & fv 0 Tv&ug, 8x ay ouvimCer au 

\ \ & Z SA”, © " 
To Tu RUT Ch, Wa WN Fl avi uaOc 207TH 
1TE@AQS Eevs TIvOs x, aMoTels ouvTaAS- 
Tojpueves «U/y, 7, If the Sperit had been 
a Creature, our Lord would never 
have placed him in the ſame Razk 


with the Father. leſt: a Perſon of 


another Nature being added to it, 
and joined with it the Tnany 
ſhould be unlike to its ſelf. 


7) 


Gregory Nazianzene firnamed Greg. Naz. 
56 ©:oaHy©-, the eminent Divine, 2+ 37 


ſtyles Baptiſm, "Aprnos abeias, x c- 
poRoyie BerrnrT©-, The Abrenumcia- 
tion of Atheiſm, and the Confeſſeox 
of the Deity, and the Deity ſub- 
ſiting in Three diſtin&t Perſons : 
For the Profeſſion of the Trinity 


was, S924 Tm Bartiougrur, One 


of the main things required in or- 
der to Baptiſm. So doth this great 
Man intimate, T*Ievomey els 7 re” 
ers %, Yor, % & You TVEUMI, 0pgenc 
TE %) 0facitta, os Gs #, m (antia- 

H& 
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Ly redliny 0X" % STW Ko TeupTIG 2 uR- 
2, T9 Mev & WV THgv TE TH Bo x; «il 
LVRCATD 7 DESTHUVAG £095" me. SN Teje, 
TH-15 UTMN oo, 7, We believe 1n the 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be- 
ing of one and the ſame Subſtance 
and Glory, in whom alſo Baptiſm 
hath its Perfection 3 and believ- 
ing thus we are made perfect, 7. 
Baptized, knowing that God 15s 
One in Subſtance, and undivided in 
Worſhip, yet Three in point of 
Subſeſtence 5 according to that of 

Synef, Syneſeus, who makes this addreſs to 

Hymno 4. God, Movzs &, Terxs wr, I hott being 
a Trinity, art an Unity to03 Three 
in One reſpeC&, and One in ano- 
ther, and that 15 no Contradi- 
ction. 

And, that the Three Perſons 
mention'd in this Form of Bap- 
tiſm are Oze and the ſame God, 
conſtituting a Glorious Trinity, 1s 
yet farther evident from thoſe 

Greg. Nyſ. Reaſons, which Gregory Nyſſer hath 
in bap'il- i Jeftt us, why our Lord was pleaſed 


Chriſt 
804 to preſcribe the form of Baptiſmin 
this 


UN 
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. tiſm doth Theophyla# take a juſt; 


Glorious Trinity, &C. 


| this manner, Baptizing them in the 
| Name of the Father, and of the 
| Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt : Bur 
| why i in the Name of the Father ? 


So Nyſſer: demands, and anſwers 


| thus, emz0ty bp Twy T&vTWwy, be- 
| cauſe the Father is the Original of 
| all things and Perſons : But why 
- 1n the Name of the Son? he gives 
_ this Reaſon, z EY pus P7295 D 2TH 


cows, becauſe he was the Worker 


- and Author of the Creation : And 
' why m the Name of the Holy 
* Ghoſt? his Account 1s this, 7w- 


Oy TAS TINY TH TAVTWY, becauſe 


; It is he that doth finiſh and perfect 
| all things 3 each of which Works 


doth ſpeak each Perſon to be no 


; lefs than God. 


And from this Form of Ba 


occalion to condernn the Herefies 
both of Arivs and Sabellizs, the 
one denying the Divinity, the o- 

the Perſonalities of the Sor, and 
Holy Ghoſt, For whereas our 


Load here mMENtIoNs not Names, 
G but 
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but Name 1n the S77gular number; 
thence he concludes againſt Arius, 
9g: Th Teov Þv, n Oerrus' as &y Oe; 
T& Tea, The Name of the Three 
1s but Ora and that Ore 1s the 
Deity 3 and therefore theſe Three 
are One God. And whereas $4- 
bellizs affirmed, That there 1s but 
One fingle Perſon in the Godhead, 
our Lord here doth expreſly men- 
tion Three. 

But not to mention the Opini- 


ons of any more particular Perſons | 
touching the Interpretation of | 


this Text 3 methinks the whole Ca- 
tholick Church hath declared her 
Jadgment about it, by her known 
Practice in the conſtant admimt- 
{rration of Baptiſm, whereby ſhe 
hath diſcovered her Belief, That 
this Form of Baptiſm oreſcribed 
by our Lord, deth cantain and 


prove the Doctrine of the 1r7n7ty. | 


That Practice of the Ancient 
Church, which I mean, was their 


Trina Immerſio, zo, their Cuſtom of } 
dipping every baptized Perſon, | 
EXCEPt | 
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rz | except the Clinici, or Bed-rid, in 
/, | or under the Water Three times 
£& | over. This PraCtice was thought 
ree | by ſome to bewf Apoſtolical In- 
he | ſtitution, becaule St. Paul mentions 
ree | the Doarine, 7 Banmomarto, Of gy, 4, 
54 | Baptiſmrs 1n the Plural number, 
ut | though no Perſon ought to be 
d, | baptized more than once. But 
n- whether this Praftice were deri- 
ved from the Apoſtles or not, it 
11- | was uſed very early 1n the Primi- 
2s | tive Church ; ſo it was in Terirl- Terc. adv. 
of | lian's time, who mentions it as Prax. cap. 
'#- | their common Cuſtom, Ter mer- *7' Þ $09s 
er | gitamur, We are dipped three 
7n | times 5 ſo he. 
11- | Nay, this threefold Dipping 
he | was required with the greateſt ſe- 
at | verity by the Apoſtle's Canons 3 apoſt. ca- 
ad one of which runs thus 3 & Tis £=- non. 50. 
1d | MTHgT0s " \ Tps7/S0 THE95 pr Tpic Sor 
Fy. | TITHILTW jk &%s [AUNGEWS Emrime\ton, &A- 
por fy Ul SC. It any B1- 
ir | ſhop or Presbyter in the admini- 
of | ſtration of any one Baptiſm ſhall 
n, | not uſe Three Dippings, What 
pt | G 2 then ? 
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» then? Kabaipeiodm, {ſaith the Canon, 

j, let him be depoſed. And for 

this Cuſtom I find Two Reaſons 
given 3 One by Atharaſins, name- 

Athan. ly this, T1 Kc Tu Ou TO TAS ov Oy Th 
quzſt. de K9Aupe ibpa TEATY, X; &v& VR, T- 
_ ws To OVA + Oavato x 7 Ter prey 
cis avaguny Ts YES» the dipping of 
the Child inthe Font Three times, 

and his rifing again out of the| 

Water , repreſents the death off 

. Chriſt, and his lying in the Grave| 
Thyee days, and his Reſurrection] 

upon the Third 5 and that*s one| 
Reaſon why this treble Immerſion} 

was uſed. ; 

But there is another Reaſon gt; 

ven us, which is to my preſent! 

70n. in a. Purpoſe 3 ZLonaras, expoundiny} 
poſt.Can.5 that Caron of the Apoſtles which! 
relates to this matter , tells ? 


Atgfteru Til TeAWY xamzOVaruy T| 
pranony Etc Te a is Ranma 
aTO., *j T Bbanricorra inagn 
naman iy alas Teiad Os Em, 
T AEYeuv df TJTCH 7. The Canon deter 
mines, That Baptiſm ſhall be ad. 
miniſtred : 
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miniſtred by three dippings 3 and 


that he who doth baptize, ſhould 
at every dipping pronounce the 
Name of Qze of the Perſons in 
the Gloripus Trizity. A hike ac- 
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count we have from Tertul/iar Terr. ubi 
too, who faith, Ad frngula nomina upra. 


in ſingulas perſonas mergitamur, We 
are dipped and baptized into the 
ſeveral Perſons of the Trinity at 
the pronunciation of their ſeve- 
ral Names. And to this threefold 


Dipping great It. Baſil ſeems to Baſil. M. 
add a threefold Supplication, to deSp. 


each Perſon of the Trinity One ;- 


for thus he writes, Cy Ten XA TH= 
OYoeas x0 1ongehil gs mY NITem AYE 
Mugnepov TH amis gms TERASTEL, 
The great Myſtery of Baptiſm is 
perfectly performed by Three 1w- 
merſlons, and an equal number of 
Invocations : By which he proba- 
bly means oze Prayer to the Fa- 
ther, a Second to the Sou, and a 
Third to the Holy Ghoſt, begging 
their joynt Bleſlings upon their 
own joynt Inſtitution. 

G 3 'Now 
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Now then, ſince 1n this preſcri- 
bed Form of Baptiſm, the Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghoſt are plainly re- 
preſented as Three Perſons of equal 
capacity to 7#ſtitute this Sacrament, 
and to be wh IG by it ; ſince 
it 1s not reaſonable to 1magine, 
that our Lord would here have 
Joyned himſelf and his Spirit to | 
his Father, as Perſons co-ordinate | 
with him, had they not indeed | 
been his Equals. And fince it 
hath been the practice of the Ca- 
tholick Church in the adminiſtra- 
tion of this Sacrament, to name | 
and invoke each of theſe ſacred ' 
Perſons; | we have all reaſon to | 
conclude, that this Form of Bap- | 
tiſm, I the Name of the Father, and | 
of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt, | 
doth indeed contain and Prove | 
the Doctrine of the Try, the 
DiſtinFion of Perſons, and Unity | 
of Eſſence, 

And the truth 1s, were the Sor | 
and Holy Ghoſt, in whoſe Name * 
we are baptized, no more than | 
ST = Crea- | 
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Creatures, our Lord's Form of 


Baptiſm would not be of much. 


better account than that of May- 
cion; who baptized, &s Gs «y- 
VOTs TATEDS TW Ow, «ds xMVany 
unTtea T0) Tavtwy, & T7 tomy 
& 7 Ingoey, 7. In the Name of the 
unknown Father of the Univerſe, 
of the Verity, the Mothet of all 
things, and of him. who deſcend- 
ed upon Jeſus. For if to be bap- 
tized into the Worſhip of Crea- 
tures,be to be baptized into down- 
rignt and groſs Idolatry, whether 
the Inſtitution were from Chriſt 
or Marcion, it would make no 
difference. Nor do [ſee how thoſe 


Perſons who will not allow this + 


Form of Baptiſm to be a proof 
of the Trinity, can diſcharge them- 
ſelves from Blaſphemy againſt our 
bleſſed Saviour, not only by de- 
nying his Divinity, but alſo by 
charging him with the Inſtitution 
of a new Sacrament in the name 
and for the Worſhip of Crea- 
tures: for ſuch it is, iftheir Sup- 

G 4 poſition 
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poſition be true. But if this Text, 
with ſome Men, will not do 


our Buſineſs , let ns yet try ano- 
ther. 


2. The (ſecond and only Text, 
which I ſhall yet nſe to prove the 
Trinity of Perſons 1n the Unity of 
the Et Ary 1s that known place 

1 Joh.5.7. of St. Fohz, where he ſaith, [here 
are Three that bear Record in Hea- 
ven + What Three? not Three An- 
gels, for of them there are M:/7- 
ons 5 not Three meer Denominati- 
ons, but Three Perſons, the Father, 
the Word, i.e. the $0, and the Holy 
Ghoſz, and of them the Text ſaith, 
"Theſe Three are One; One in the 
ſame Senſe wherein our Lord had 
faid, 1 and wy Father are One, * 
One Thing, One Being, and _ 
muſt be the Being of God. For 
{ince the Father is confefled to be 
God, the Son cannot be One 


ching with him unleſs he be God 
tOO, 


The 
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Glorious Trinity, &C. 8. 
The force of this Text is fo 
mavoidable, that our Socinians, 
not knowing how toelade it, do 
find themſelves conſtrained to de- 
ny its Authority, and to pretend 
that it is indeed no part of the 
Canon 5, tO which I an{weer, 
1. In General, that it hath been 
| the common Courſe of Hereticks 
to diſown the Arthority either of 
ſach whole Books, or ſuch particu- 
lar Texts, as did gall and pinch 
them, and overthrow thoſe er- 
roneous Opinions, which they 
had entertained, and were reſol- 
| ved to maintain either through 
Prejudice or Ignorance, or Shame, 
to recant. Of ſuch Men [renems 
thus obſerves, Cam ex Scripturis Iren. ady. 
argunntur, in accuſationem conver *<l3 
tuntur Scripturarum, quaſe non reGe 
' habeant, neq; fint ex Authoyitate 3 
| when they are confuted by ſuch 
and ſuch Texts, they blame the 
Scriptures, as if they were not 
right nor Authentick. Upon this 
Score, the Fews, being obſtinate 
In 
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in their Infidelity, deny the Az. 
thority of the whole New Teſta. 
ment, becauſe it being compared 
with Moſes and the Prophets, it 
doth ſo evidently prove our Chriſt, 
whom they diſown, to be the pro. 
miſed Meſſzas. Upon a like account 
did the Ebionites reject all our 
Goſpels, except that of St. Max- 
thew only. And Irenens faith a- 
gain of Marcion, Evangelinm ſe- 
cundium Lucam circumcidit, &» 4- 
poſtoli Pauli Epiſtolas abſcidit ; He 
circumciſed St. Luke's Goſpel, and 
quite cut off St. Par/'s Epiſtles, z, 
from the Canon. And truly ſince 


our Socinians are not aſhamed in ' 


favour of their own 11] Opinion | 
to corrupt, invert, and wreſt the | 


"ove of St. Johz 1n the be- 
ginning of his Goſpel, we need 
not wonder, that for the ſame 


in and obvious Senſe and 


Reaſon, they ſhould endeavour to 


obliterate, expunge, and blot out 
a Paſlage of his Epiſtle too. But, 


2, We 
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2. We anſwer more particular 
ly thus; namely, That the Pre- 
tence which our Soczz7ars plead 
againſt the Authority of this Text, 
is very weak and inſufficient 
for 'tis only this 5 they tell ns, 
That in ſeveral Manuſcripts and 
printed Copies this Text 15 not 
found 3 to which we thus re- 
ply : 

1.By way of Conceſſion; wecon- 
feſs with Calvin,Totum hoc a quibuſ- 
dam omiſſum fuit 5 this whole Verſe 


. by ſome hath been omitted. And 


we believe what Eraſzzxs tells us, 


' That in one Greek Copy he found 


no more than this, GT: Tpas &o1y 6, 
MApTUPSITE5, 70 MVEI Phd, Hou To UNDp, 
x%) To aiua 5 T hat there are Three 
that. bear Record, the Sp7rit, the 
Water, and the Blood ; to. which 
St. Cyril adds, as Eraſmus cites 
him, Hz tres unum ſunt 5 Thefe 
Three are One. The Truth of this 
we grant. But, 


2. We 
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2. We anſwer, That the Co. 
pies, wherein this Text is found, 
as now it ſtands, are more in 
number, and of greater Credit, if we 
may believe Tradition, than thoſe 
Copies wherein this Text 1s either 
omitted or altered. 

Ejtins, a learned Interpreter of 
St. John's Epiſtle, tells as, and cites 
an Author for it, That of S;xteer 
ancient Greek Copies, which were 
brought together from 1taly, France, 
and Spain, Sever: wanted this Text, 


and Nine had it. But becauſe the 


diſparity betwixt Sever and Njzze is 
not ſo very conſiderable, he farther 
tells as, That of a great zumber of 
Manuſcript Copies that were ga- 
thered together by the Divines of 
Lovain,there were but Five where- 
in this Text was wanting, And 
an eminent Diwine of our own 
Charch,s yuaxaamyu,now with Gad, 
being famous as well for his great 
Piety as for the depth of his Learn- 
ing, hath left ns this Teſtimony 3 
namely, that this diſputed Text, 

As 
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. 
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as it is now read in our Bibles, 
hath the Authority of any an- 
_ and A/ printed Copies but 
7e. 

Now , if from thefe Inſtances 
we may take an Eſtimate of the 
difference betwixt thoſe Copies, 
which have this Text, and thoſe 
which waatait in point of 7 ber 5 
the Majority of Voices will car- 
taihly be on our fide, and that 
doth always carry the Caule,at leaſt 


where the moſt Teſtimonies are of 
_ equal, but much more where they 


are of greater Credit than the 
feweſt ; and that 1s the preſent 
Caſe. 

For according to the old Rule, 
uod  Antiquiſſumum, Veriſſumum : 
Thoſe Copies which. are moſt an- 
cient, are ſuppoſed to be of the 
greateſt Credit 3 and thoſe Fa- 
thers who lived neareſt to the A- 
poſtles times, as they are the more 
venerable for their Antiquity, 10 
are they the leſs [able to any ſu- 
ſpicion of Partiality in their Wri- 

tings, 
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tings, much leſs of Fraud and 
Forgery, and that ina Caſe which 
needed none. 

Now if our S9cn7ans ſhall ob- 
ject, that St. Auſtin doth not men- 
tion this Text, when he diſputes 
againſt the Arians 5 we an{wer, 
'Tis very poſlible that St. Auſt 
might have a corrupt Copy before 
him 3 or if not ſo, yet having ſuf- 
ficiently proved his Doctrine by 
other Texts, he might ſee no 
need of this : but however, tho' 
St. Auſtin uſe it not, yethis Con- 
temporary, St. Hzerom, owns 1t, 
and blames thoſe as Infidels who 
left it out. And ſurely St, Hze- 
rom, fince he wrote a Book, De 
Scriptoribus Eccleſcaſticis, was well 
acquainted with the Writings of 
that and former Ages. 

But if St. Hierojz alone be not 
of gravity enough to be put in 
the Scales with, and to counter- 
balance that great Man St. Auſtzz, 
to help to make up weight we 
ſhall add to him 4 
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of St. Cyprian, who writes thus, Cypr.de 
Scriptum eſt de Patre, & filio, & cet = 
Spiritu SanFo : Et hi tres uuum © 
ſunt - It 1s written of the Father, 

Son, and Holy Spirit : Ard theſe 

Three are One. But where 1s it ſo 
written 2 certainly in this diſpu- 

ted Text, or no where. Now to 

make over-weight, and turn the 

Scales, weſhall pur in ſome Ounces 

more, I mean the Teſtimony of 
Tertullian, that very early Author, 

whom Exſebizs ſtyles *Avip &y3>£©- Fuſe Hiſt 
TS puge bY pops AzpTpor, a Ecclel.l 2. 
* Kle, Man; and of the Roman Þ © 
Writers the moſt celebrated this re,; gy 
Tertullian having mentioned the Praxeam, 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 1m- ©25P'5'5 
mediately ſubjoyns, 2: tres ununz 

ſunt, which Three are Oze;z and 

he thus expounds it, 207 uns, 

They are not Ore Perſon, but 
Onnm, One Thing : The Word, 

ſaith he, referring, Ad ſubſtantie 


unitatem, non ad numeri ſingularita- 


tem, To the Unity of | their Sub- 


ſtance, not to the Singrlarity of 
annber' 
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zumber. And from theſe inſtances 
*tis evident, that although Se. 
Anftin doth no where mention this 
diſputed Fext. Yet St. Hero, 
who lived in the fame Age 3 and St, 
Cyprian, and Tertullian, who lived 
long before St. Auſtin's time, doz 
which ſheweth, that in thoſe early 
Days 1t was took for a part of 
the Canor ;, and if fo, why ſhould 
it not be thought ſo {til} ? 

But further yet, if as to ſome 
Greek Writers, our Sociniarns ſhall 
object, That Occumenizs, who 
expotinds this Epiſtle of St. Fohr, 
takes no notice of this diſputed 
Verſe z we thus reply 3 namely, 
Athan, That Athenaſins, who was at leaft | 
Cont. Ari- as great a Divine, and certainly | 
Oo of greater Antiquity, - not only. 

149+ : : R 
hath it, but ufeth wt as a convin- 
cing Argament mn his Difputation 
againſt Arius; for thus he tell 
him, "Ia $40ox«, * ol Tpas To 
& «9s , St, Fobn faith, And theſe 
Three are One; he doth not on- | 
ly name the Words, but their 

Writer 
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IVriter too, and peremptorily af- 
cribes them to St. Johzr. And 
had they not then been general- 
ly received as St. Fohn's indeed, 
we cannot 1magine but Ari#5 then, 
as our Socinians now do, would 
have denied the Arthority of that 
Text which made ſo much againſt 
him, had it been in thoſe Days 
thought liable to the ſuſpicion of 
being ſuppolititious. 

And lince this Text in thoſe 
early Days was received by the 
moſt eminent Divines of the Pri- 
mitive Church as an undoubted 
part of the Caron; and by them 
urged again(t thoſe Heretzcks, who 
denied the Doctrine therein con- 
tained 3 we have the ſame reaſon 
to own it a3 Canonical {til] 5 for 
the omiſſion of it in ſome Copies, 
which comparatively are but few, 
and thaſe few far more liable to 


ſuſpicion than the Text 1t ſelf, can- 


not juſtly derogate any thing from 
its Authority : And the rather, 


becaule, bo : 
3. We 
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2. We anſwer, that if this Text 
be left out, and thenext Verſe be 
admitted, as it 1s in OQecumening, 
the Connexion of the Apoſtle's 
Diſcourſe will not be ſo genuine, 
ſo coherent, and conſonant with- 
out this diſputed Text as with it. 

The next Verſe runs thus 3 There 
areThree that begr witneſs in Earth, 
the Spirit, the Water, and the Blood, 
and theſe Three agree in One. Now 
in the foregoing Verſe there is a | 
fit Aztitheſis to every Clauſe in 
this, the Father, the Word, and the 
Holy Ghoſt ; the Three Witneſles 
in the former Verſe ſtand contra- | 
diſtingmiſhed to the Spirzt, the | 
Water, and the Blood, the Three | 
Witneſles in this. Again, thoſe } 
Words, ix Heaven, 1n the former ' 
Verſe,ſtand contradiſtinguiſhed to + 

the Words, 72 Earth, in this; and | 
yet once more thoſe Words, Theſe 
Three are One, 1n the former Verſe, | 
ſtand in oppoſition to this Clauſe, | 
Theſe Three agree in One, 1n the ſub- 
icquent Verſe. Now it the forego- 
ns | 
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ing Verſe were wholy omitted, 
the tollowing Verſe for want of a 
fit 2y7e770Þ-05 an{werable to every 
Member of it, would ſeem ſome- 
what uncouth : For ro what end 
ſhould the Apoltle tell ns of Three 
Witneſſes in Earth, had he not, by 
way of diſtinction, already men- 
tion'd Three Witneſſes iz Heaven ? 
Calvin, who well knew that this 
diſputed Text was not found in 
ſeveral Copies both Greek and 
Latin, did yet think fit to receive 
and interpret 1t, as a part of Sr. 
John's Epiſtle 3 and he hath letr 
us Two Reaſons why he did fo, 
and they are both conſiderable : 
His firſt Reaſon 1s this, 2124 con- 
textus optime fluit, ſs membrum hoc 
addatur, becaule the Context runs 
beſt if this part be added to it. 
His ſecond Reaſon 1s this, Video 7 
optimis @& probati; ſame fidei codici- 
bus haberi ; becaule , ſaith he, I 
{ee that this Verſe 1s found in the 
beſt and moſt approved Copies. 
by winch it appears, that it was 
H 2 the 
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the Opinion of this Judicious Per- 
fon, That this Text, which ren- | 
ders the Series of the Apoſtles 
Diſcourſe the more agreeable to 
its felf in its ſeveral parts, being | 
found in Copies of the greateſt | 
Credit, ſhould not be caſhiered, 
barely becauſe in ſome Copies it is 
left out : So he. Burt to ſay no 
more of this. 
4. We anſwer, That the Reaſon 
of that difference, which 1sfound 
betwixt ſeveral Copies, ſome ha- 
ving this Text, and ſome others 
wanting it, mult ariſe either from | 
careleſneſs,or from deſegn,or Forgery. | 
I. Tis very poſlible that this | 
Text might be omitted through | 
the meer Carekſncſs of fome Tran- | 
ſcriber, whoſe too much haſt might | 
betray him, or whoſe Eye being | 
oft took off from his Copy, might | 
deceive him. And if this were | 
the Caſe, we cannot wonder that | 
this firſt miſtake ſhould grow and | 
: multiply : For if we grant, that * 
any one Copy was made defe#zve * 
meceer- 
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merely through the ſupine zegl:- 
gence and inadvertency of the 
Scribez it muſt of neceſfity fol- 
low, that all other Copies, faith- 
fally tranſcribed, and derived ſuc- 
ceſſively from that, mult be guilty 
of the ſame defect 3; and what 
number. of ſuch Copies there may 
be in the World, who can tell ? 
And if this little part of St. Fohr's 
Epiſtle were indeed omnted 
merely for want of more Careand 
better Intention either of the 
Minc! or the Eye of ſome Tranſcri- 
ber, whoſe Pen this Paſlage eſca- 
ped 3 ſhall the ſame Paſlage, being 
found in other Capies more faith- 
fully tranſcribed, be counted the 
leſs Authentick £ But, 

2. If # will not be allowed, 
that the firſt omiſſion of this Text 
was occaſioned by the over-fight of 
ſome careleſs S:ribe ; then it muſt 
needs follow, That if this Text 
be Canonical, it muſt be firſt left 
out by ſome fraudulext Deſign; or 
if it be not Canonical, it mult at firf 
+ be 


- 
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be put in by down-right Forgery, 
And indeed {ach a fraudulent 
Depz# 1s on the one hand imputed 
to thoſe Perſons, who in former 
Ages denied the 77inity; and on the 
other hand, fich a down-right For- 
gery 1s imputed to thoſe Perſons 
whotn former tunes did ownthe Do 
Frive of theTrinity, and did vigo- 
rouily defend it, Now the queſtion 
is, whether this imputation of Fraud 
toſume, or of Forgery to others, do 
carry the fairer ſhew{of Reaſon,and 
conſequently the greater probabi- 
lity in1t 2 Methinks this Queſtion 
may be eafily reſolved, and the 
Reſolution of 1t by all impartial 
and unprejudiced Perſons may be 
as caſily beiteved. For that the Chri- 
ſttansof thoſe times, 'who profeſſed 


and maintained-the Doctrine of . 


the Trinity, ſhould forge this Text, 
Is a Pretence that hath nothing of 
Probability 1n it : For, 

1. Had the learned Men of thoſe 
times forged this Text, and inſerted 


it into ſeveral Copics, they might 


well 
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well have imagined, that the E- 
wemties of their Profellion, who 
were Ative and Inquiſttive Men, 
would quickly have deteFed ſuch 
a Forgery, as did ſo much tend 
to their diſadvantage 3 and being 
once deteded, they would have 
objected it to their eternal ſhame 3 
a thing which in thoſe Days, fo far 

as I yet know, no Man ever did, 
2, The learned Men of thoſe 
times had not the leaſt Temptation 
to forge this Text 3 for had they 
done it, they muſt have done it to 
this end only : namely, to com 
firm that Doctrine of the [r7-7ty, 
which they aflerted : But that 
Dodrine being already and fuffi- 
ciently eſtabliſhed by a great va- 
riety of other Scriptures, and un- 
anſwerable Arguments deduced 
from them, they had no need to 
coin and counterfeit a new Text 
to help ſupport it. And 1s it 1- 
maginable, that Men of eminent 
Piety, who owned the Holy Spirzt 
to be God, and as ſuch adored him, 
| H 4 would 
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would make bold to connterſeit 
his Hand,and lay the Brats of their 
own Brains at his Door ? Is it 1ma- 
ginable, that Men who knew the 
danger of adding any thing to the 
Word of God, ſhould add a Text 
of tier owz Invention to the Sa- 
creo. <C«av0r, and impole it upon 
the Catholick Church, as if it had 
Becn the inimediate Dictate of 
the Hol; Gift 2 We cannot think 
1t confiite1t wita the known Piety 
of the ancient rathers, that they 
ſhould ever coin a Connterfeit Text, 
and then obtrude 1t upon the 
Woerld, and make it pals, as if it 
bore the Spirit's Stamp. Certainly, 
'tis no way credible that ſuch Men 
ſhould,npon any pirch,commit ſuch 
horrid Villainy ; but much leſs Gra- 
tis, without any zeed, without ſo 
much as a Temtation to it. 

New, fince the Primitive Chri- 
ſtians, who owned the Doctrine of 
the Trinity, cannot with any Rea- 
jon, and fairly be charged with 
the gxilt of Forgery, as it they of 

their 


7 
Ws 


UN 


UMI 


Glorious Trinity, &C. 


their own motion had ſurreptitt- 
ouſly inſerted this Text into the 
Sacred Canon : Some other Per- 
ſons, more liable to juſt ſuſpicion, 
muſt of neceſflity be charged with 


fraudulent and 1l]-dealing in leav- 


ing jt out, This fraudulent deal- 
ing St. Hierom1mputes, ſnfidelibus 
Tranſlatoribus, by whom he means, 
as Authors judge, thoſe Arian He- 
reticks, Who had then crept into 
the Latin Church : and intheir Le- 
tin Tranſlations had left our this 
Verſe, which - St. H:zerom: himſelf 
then found in the Greek Copies. 
And indeed tho' thoſe ancient 
Fathers, who afſerted the Trinity, 
had no need to forge, and add this 
Text to the Canon; yet they who 
denied the Trinity, had a very 
ſtrong Temptation to leave it out. 
For this Text is, as Eraſmus ſtyles 
it, - Telum, quo maxime confici po- 
terunt Ariani : And again, efficax 
telum adverſiis Arianos, An eftectu- 
al Argument againſt the Arzars 3 
and doubtleſs ſo it is againft the 
| Arians 
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Arians and the Sabe/lians too. And, 
upon that (core, Fulgentius , as 
cited by Eſtius, having mentioned 
this Text, ſabjoyns theſe Words, 
Fulg.in Audiat Sabellins, ſunt , ut audi, 
—_ tres, @* credat eſe tres perſonas : 
And then again. Audiat & grins 
QOnum; & non dicat filium diffe- 
rentis eſſe nature > Let Sabellius hear, 
that there are Three that bear Re- 
cord in Heaven 5 and let him be- 
lieve that they are Three Perſons; 
let Arins allo hear , That Theſe 
Three are One , and let him no 
Fulg.in more ſay, That the Nature of the 


lib.Reponſ. 4: : 
"76H Sor differs from that of the Fa- 


Ob. Aria- ther : For, as the ſame Author 
norum. {qjth elſewhere, when St. Fohr 
tells us, Theſe Three are One, QOni- 

tatem ſubſtantie accipimus 5 We 

take it, that the Apoſtle means the 

Qrity of Subſtance, ſuch a nume- 

rical Unity as is peculiar to theſe 

Three Glorious Perſons : For asa 

Jac. Capel- learned Interpreter well obſerves, 
Jus inlo- had the Apoſtle meant no greater 
cam Unity thanthat of Kzudor _ 
e 
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he had ſaid no more of the blef- 


ſed Trinity, than may be truly 
aid of all the Inhabitants of Hea- 


'yven; for in reſpect of ſach. an 


Unity all glorified Sazzats and Arx- 
gels are One. 

But to conclude this Matter 3 
this Text being generally recerved 
as a part of the Caroz, and being 
expounded as it 1s, by pious, learn- 
cd, and juzicious Men. both an- 
cient Fathers, and later Divines, 
according to the Analogy of Faith, 
and the manifeſt Senſe of many o- 
ther Scriptures; the Dodrine of 


| theblefled Trinity ſtands built up- 


on it, asa firm Baſes, and an um- 
pregnable Rock: And methinks in 
the Judgment of all Men, who 
are not wedded to Heterodox Qpt- 
nions, but are willing to ſubwzt 
to Truth, the contrary Dottrines 
of Ebion, Sabellins, Photinus, Arius, 
Socinus, and other Hereticks, like 
Dagon before the Ark, ſhould fall 
to the Ground : And indeed eve- 


ry modeſt Man's Underſjanding 
ſhould 
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ſhould ſtoop and yield up it ſelf 
to this Divine Revelation, though 
it contain ſuch a Doctrine , as 
doth exceed the Comprehenfion 
of Humane Reaſon. 


3. My third and laſt Work is | 


this z namely, to prove the Deity 
of thoſe Perſons in the Trinity, 


which hath been, and till is, fo | 


much diſputed. 
As for that glorious Being, whom 


we call the Erſ#, and Hereticks | 


have thought the ozly Perſon in 
the Godhead, there is no Con- 
troverſie, unleſs it be with per- 


feſt Atheiſts, who, like other 
Monſters, the: Miſcarriages of Na- | 
ture, are but few, and thoſe few | 
condemned by the common con: þ 
ſent of all Nations. The diſpute 
of old betwixt the Fathers and 
the Ariazs, and the preſent di-| 


ſpate betwixt #s and our Mo- 


aern Socinians, doth concern the 
Deity of the Secoud and Third 


Perſons, each of whom we eſteem 
and 
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and religiouſly adore as God, equal 
with the Father. . 
To prove the Deity of both 


' theſe Perſons, I ſhall uſe Two 


forts of Texts : Firſt, ſach Texts 
as do plainly and moſt expreſly 
aſcribe to. both theſe Perſons the 
Name and Title of God. 2, Stich 


Texts as do aſcribe to both thele 
Perſons ſuch Attributes and Works 


as are peculiar to God alone, 
I begin with the Second Perſon, 
whom we commonly call God the 
Jon, And. 

1. There are ſeveral Texts, 
which do in the moſt plain and 
expreſs Terms aſcribe to this 
blefled Perſon, the Name and Ti- 
tle of God. 

The Evangelical Prophet ſtyles 
him, the Mighty God; and which 1s 


much the ſame thing, theEverlaſting yg, «. 5 


Father. St. Thomas, who knew 
him well, who ſaw his ſtupendious 
Miracles, who heard his incompa- 
rable Diſcourſes,and was thurough- 
ly acquainted with his holy _ 
all 
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: and Converſation, calls him, My 
—__ Lord, and my God. St. Panl, who 
was an inſpired Apoſtle, and knew 

well enough what he ſaid or wrote, 

Rom. 5. s. {tyles htm, God bleſſed for cver. St, 
John, who lay in his Boſom, who 

wrote his Goſpel purpoſely to 

x Jo. 5. prove his Deity, ſaith of him, This 
© 7s the true God. Theſe Texts are 
ſo plain, and fach evident proofs 
of our Lord's Divinity, that our 
Socirians, becauſe they cannot fair- 
ly deny them, endeavour to elude 
them by a diſtinction. According- 
ly they tell as, that there 1s a God 
by Nataxre, and there are Gods by 
Office : Kings, Princes, and other 
Supreme Magiſtrates, who are Mer 
by Nature, yet in regard of their 
Authority, being the Deputies and 
Vicegerents of Goud in governing 
this lower World do bear his Nazze, 
7eres in And are called Gods. The King, 
Comment, faith a learned Man, 1s, Ts oi, 
in Heſio- an Farthly Fupiter, a Terreſtrial 
_ Deity: And ſo the Pſalmiſt farth 
PC 31.6. Of Magiſtrates, I have ſaid, ye are 
Coads : 
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' Pharavb. Now, ſuch a God do our 
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| Gods: And ſo God Alnighty told 


Moſes, 1 have made thee a God to rata 
$vcinians allow our Lord to be, 
and no more; a God by Office, a 
Metaphorical or Equivocal God 3; 
who hath the Name, but not the 
real Nature of a God indeed. 

But how can this confiſt with 
thoſe glorious Titles, which St. Pau! 
gives our Lord, where he ment1- 
ons, The Glorions appearance of the +; 

Co 2« £J> 
Chriſt £ That both theſe Titles, the 
Great God and Saviour, do cqually 
belong to our Lord, and were by 
the Apoſtle intended for him, we 
have the opinion of conttderable 
Perſons; and for their being of 
that judgment they are commend- 
ed too. Tis a Learned Man, who Jo.Priczus 
ſaith, Bere facinnt, qui utrumque " _ 
hic Predicatum ad idem  ſubjeFum, mY 
nempe Chriſtum, referunt. They, 
who refer both theſe Titles, the 
Mighty God and Saviour, to Chrilt, 
do well. And fo doth Oecumenins, 


Pavepws 
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@aveps beov peyar F vYeroov grey, | 


St. Paul doth here manifeſtly ac- 
knowledge, that Chriſt is the Great 


God. So thought Theophyla@ toc, | 
Seeumen who ſpeaks thus to ſuch as denied | 


Theaph. & ' 


Ehryſoſt, our Lord's Divinity 5 axstrwory | 


in lecum. Co 05% hr, x pe3zs Let them 


hear St. Paul ſaying, thar he is God, | 


and the Great God. Of the ſame 


mind was St. Chryſoſtom too; who, | 


taking it for granted, that both 
theſe Titles do indeed belong to 
our Lord, breaks out into this Ex- 
preſtton 3 7% «ow 6 78 72TES ear 
Tova, T toy AE OvTes 5 Where are 
they, who ſay that the Son 15s in- 


_ w» © gt > 9 DIEg a 


teriour to the Father, ſince St. Paul 


doth here ſtyle him, the Great God? 

The ſame Interpretation of theſe 
words 1s given by Druſeus, who 
faith, Nor ſolu Dens, ſed etiam 
Deus Magnus wocatur hic Chriſtus : 
Chriſt 1s here called, not only God, 
but the Great God. And ſo Corne- 
lius a Lapide, Filium. hic utrobique 
intel/igi patet : It 1s manifeſt, faith 


he, that by both theſe Titles, the 
Great 


UM! 
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Great God and Saviour, the Sor 15 
underſtood. And indeed there is 
very good reaſon for it. 

For the Text mentions, The Glo- 
rious Appearance of the Great God 
and Saviour which without all 
controverſie, relates to the Day of 
Judgment ; wherein, not God the 
Father , but the Sor, ſhall viſibly 
and gloriouſly appear, and fit as 
Judge. Beſides, the want of an Ar- 
ticleia the Original before the word 
SwrTh1p, 94070Hr, 15 An intimation, that 
$.Paul doth here mean but oze lingle 
Perſon : For, if by the Great God, 
he had meant the Father, as by the 
Saviour, he muſt mean the So; he 
would, 1n all probability, have 
uſed the Article 78, as a Note of 
DiſtiaFion between them 3 that 
being the known and common ule 
of that Article 1n other Authors. 

Now then, if from the torce 
and Phraſe of the Text, and the 
Authority of theſe and other 
judicious Interpreters, we may 


conclude, that our bleſled Saviour 
i 1s 
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is indeed the Perſon here called | 
the Great God; this glorious Title | | 
muſt needs diſtinguiſh him from, | 
and advance him far above, all | 
thoſe Perſons, who, by vertue | 


of forme great Offce, are Nominal 
and T?tular Gods, and no more. 


That any Prince, by vertue of | 
his Office, was ever ſtyled, the | 


Great God, 1s more than ] do yet 
know ; 4 read, that fome notorious 
Sycophants have ſtyked the Bihopot 


Rome, Pontifex Maximmns,the Great- | 


eſt of Priefts. Nay more, Doming 
us noſter Papa ; Oar Lord Gol 
the Pope; but not Magnus Dens, 


our Great God the Pope. It's true, | 


that Idol of the Epheſzars was cal- 
led, the Great Goddeſs Diana; And 
that Sorcerer $7720» Magnus , Was 
{fiyled by the bewitched Samari- 


tans, the Great Power of Gods, and | + 


to him was there a Statue erected 


Lorinus in at Ro9e with this Inſcription, Si- 


* 22015 Sanffo Deo : To Simon, not 


the'Great, but the Holy God. The | 


King of Perfra, and the King of 


1 | 


Aſſyria, | 


Glorious Trmity, &C. 
Afjyria, did , each of them, ſtyle 


 hunſelf, © peyas eannws, the Great 
King, but the Title of the Great 
| God, fo far as | know, was never 
| yet given to any mortal Man, ſave 


only P/aphoz, who, to make him- 
{elf adored as a Deity, ſent abroad 


 feveral Birds, being firit caught oo 
| Sing, Meas Ocs Paws Plapbor 1s 
a Great God. 


But Eraſ#2us, who is obſerved to 
be too kind to the Arians, tells us, 


| that ſome Men of their Perlwafi- 


on, being induced, as may be well 
ſuppoſed, by this Text 3 Chriſtunz 


Magnum Deum fatentur, ſed verunt 


| wegarnt, do contels, that Chriſt is a 


Great God, but deny that he 1s a 


| Trxe one, "Tis very ſtrange that 


Men ſhonld be of {ach an opinion, 
conſidering what St. Joh ſaith of 


| our Lord, This zs the True God : 


But doth he mean the Father or 
the So £ Of that we may judge 
by his words immediately forego- 
np : For, having ſaid , We are 77 
him, that is truc, even in bis Jon 


FI Jeſus 


Czl. Rhod. 
Anriq. 
Le. L. JÞ 
C35 
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Jeſus Chriſt, he ſubjoyns theſe | 
words, not a ſyllable intervening; | 
This is the True God- 1.e. in} 
common conltruQion, This Jeſus | 
Chriſt, the Perſon laſt mentioned, | 
Tis a Rule in Grammar, That 
when there are imo Antecedents, | 
the Relative Hic, This, doth ge- | 
nerally relate, ad Poſterius & Pro- , 
pins, to that Antecedent , which 
is the latter and the zearer to 1t. | 
Suppoſe we then that there be two 
Antecedents here in the Context ; | 
God the Father, onez and Feſas | 
Chriſz, the other; the firſt being | 
at a diſtance from the Relative, | 
and the ſecond being contiguous | 
to it, the Relative muſt, accor- | 
ding to the Rule of Grammar, and 
Propriety of Speech, refer to the | 
latter 3 and then the Apoſtles 
meaning 1s, Jeſus Chriſt 1s the 
True God. | 
And this Interpretation of the 
Text is much confirmed by the 
words that follow; This 7s the | 
1rne God, and Life Eternal, 1. the | 
Author | 
| 
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Author and giver of Life Eternal ; 
and who1s that, our Lord anſwers, 
I give unto them Eternal Life: And 
again, I am the Life : And ſo St. 
John, He that hath the Son, hath Joh. 11. 


Life: And to the ſame purpoſe *” 


run many other Texts. 


Now. 


fince St. John expreſly ſaith of Oz 
and the ſame Perſon, Thris is the 
True God : And, This is the Life 


Eternal. 


And lince by, This Life 


Eternal, he muſt needs, according 
to many other Scriptures, under- 
ſtand our bletfled Saviorr, who 1s 


the Fountain of Life; we 


have 


all reaſon to believe. that, when 
he ſaith, This is the True God, he 


means him too. 


But becauſe, notwithſtanding 
theſe Evidences, our Sorinians may 
raiſe ſome Cavils againſt this Inter- 
pretation, and endeavour , with- 


out juſt reaſon, to divert 


theſe 


Scriptures to another ſenſe 3 to 


prove that our Lord 1s 


than-a God by Ojfce , to theſe 


more 


Texts I ſhall add two Arguments, 


1 3 


1, My 
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1. My firſt Argument 15 this ; 
That bleſſed Perfon, who was a 
God before the Creation, 15 mote 
than a God by Office, But our 
Saviour 1s that blefled Perſon, who 
was a God before the Creation. 

The Major Propofition may be 
thus explamed : Gods by Office 
are fo termed only in reſpect of 
that Arxthority and Government, 
which God Almighty hath by his 
Providence committed to them. 
But before the Creation there was 
no occaſion for, no ufe of any ſuch 
delegated Power ; there were none 
ſuch to govern, there were none 
to be governed; and conſequent- 
ly there could then be no God by 
Othce. 

But our bleſled Saviour was a 
God even then; for, St. Joh» 
jaith of him , the word was God : 
But when was he ſo? the Text 
anſwers y Iz the beginning : which 
mult needs import ſome ſpace at 
leaſt before the Creation, becauſe 


Joh. 1,3. 1t follows, AJ things were made by 


bim 3 
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wP 3 which muſt of neceſfity ſup. 


| poſe his own Preexiſtence 3 and 


| if our Lord were a God, when 
' there could be no God by Offece 3 
| he muſt be God under another 
| Notion, even by Natzre, and from 
| all Eternity. 


2. My Second Argument ſhall 


| be this, Fhat bleſſed Perſon, who 
' #0w 1s, and will be a God, when 
the World fhall be at an end, 1s 
| more than a God by Office. But 
| our blefted Saviourts, and will be 
| ſuch a God. 


To ſuch as are Gods by Office, 


' and no more, God Almighty 
* ſpeaks thus by the Plalmiſt, F have pc. 8. 6. 
| faid ye are Gods, but ye ſha die 
' bike Men, And when once they 


de, their Authority ceaſeth, their 
Breath and their Authorny, and 
with it their Godſþ7p, expire to- 
gether. 

But 'eis not thus with our blef- 
ſed Saviour 3 for tho' the Offices 
of his Mediatorſhip ſhall one day 


| ceaſe 5 yet his Power, Authority, |ſa. 5. 7 


I 4 and 
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and Government ſhall laſt for e- 
ver 5 when he ſhall be nolonger 
King of Nations, he ſhall ſtill re- 
main King of Saints, For the Evan- 
gelical Prophet hath given us 
this Aſſurance, Of his Government 
there ſhall be no end. And to him God 
the Father hath ſaid, Thy Throne, 
O God, 7s for ever and ever ; And 
him doth St. Palſtyle, God bleſſed 
for ever, And are theſe the Cha- 
raters of Gods by Office 2 Doth 
their Government laſt for ever? 
Andare they Gods ſitting upon a 
Throne to Eternity ? Are they 
Gods Bleſſed without an end? | 
'Tis well for Gods by Office, if | 
when they die, and their Godſhip | 
ceaſeth, they prove ſo much as 
Saints, and Companions fit to con- 
verſe with Angels. ?Tis our bleſ- 
ſed Saviour, who 1s ſuch a God as 
juitly deſerves that Character 
which Homer beſtows upon thoſe 
tally ſnppoſed Deities, whom he 
ſtyles, *Aiy ems, Tis our Lord 
who was from Eternity, and 

whoſe 
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whoſe Perſon and Deity ſhall _ 


exiſt for ever. To him we 
may ſay, as the Pſalmiſt doth, 
From everlaſting to everlaiting thou 
art God. 

Now theſe Texts that I have 
named,and theſe Arguments which 
[ have urged, I think, are ſuch as 
our $9cinians can never fairly an- 
{wer ; I conceive them ſufficient 
to confute the pretence of thoſe 
Men, who, becauſe they cannot 
deny that our bleſſed Saviour 1s 
once and again ſtyled a God, that 
they may with ſome little colour 
rob him of his Eſſential Divinity, 
do. give 1t out, That he is a God 
by Office, as many other Men 
have been, and no more. But 
tO go ON, 

2. There are ſeveral Texts which 
aſcribe to our bleſſed Saviour ſuch 
Attributes and ſuch Works, as do 
plainly prove him God, and that 
in the ſtricteſt and moſt - proper 
Senſe of that Notion, as it im- 
ports a Being Omnipotent, Om- 
niſcient. 


j Get 
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, nifcient, Omnipreſent, &*c. From 
which Attributes, and the EffeRs 
of them, we may raiſe Arguments 
enough, and very ſutffictent, to 
ly prove him the i#rue God. As for 
I mſtanee ; | 
| T. That bleſſed Perſon, who 4 
|| Omneripotent, who can by his own 
Uh * Almighty Power do whatever he 
| will, whatever can be done, is 
the true God. But fuch anOm- 


Ht >, 

11 nipotent Perfon is our blefled Sa- 
Ul viour. | 

Il! -- The ntmoſt Power of Mez: and 
I Angels is 16 reftrained and hmited, 
| |; that they cannot do whatever 
| lt: may be done, at leaft by any 
|||FE ſtrength which 1s their own. But 
hl now ts otherwiſe with God, that 


God who thus demands, Fs there 

Jer. 32. © thing too hard for mw @ To this 
[| 27- Queſtion we may anfwer in the 
ith 4s Words of fob, I know that thou 
w— ' canſt do every thing : So ſaith onr 

i Mar. 19, Lord, With God all things are-poſ- 
26. feble, Whatſoever 15 not contradi- 
Gory to Truth, whatſoever is not 


Ih repug- 


UM 
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Om : repugnant ro his OWn Perfe@ions, OC 
=&s | whatever he can W:#, he canalfo 
do, and healone. 
to The Devil indeed can play 
for | Tricks, and work lying Wonders, 
| ashedid by the Magicians in Egypt, 
'B | and Sizzon Magrs ; but real Mira- 
vn | cleshecannot do. Their Demand 
' was reaſonable, who pur this Que- 
ls | ſtion, Car a Devil oper the Eyes of Joh. 10.21, 
N- | the blind? "Tis fure he cannot. 
a- | We alſo read, that Moſes, and 
* ſome of the Prophets, and our 
ad | Lord's Apoſtles did ſeveral real Mi- 
d, | racles; but yet they could not 
er | work them, when, where and as 
ly | oft as they pleaſed. So complained 
ut | the Father of a Lunatick Son, [ 
at | brought him to thy Diſciples, and wac.19.15 
k 
| 


ray 
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' they could not cure him. Doubtleſs . 

| they did attempt a Cure, bur in 
e | vain, And the Reaſon muſt be 
m | this; The Power, whereby they | 
Ir | wrought other Miracles, was not F 
- | their own, and the efficacious ex- ' # 
- | erciſe of it was lenxg them upon a 
t | Condition, wherein at thar time 
;- | they failed. But 
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But that our bleſſed Saviour was 
and 1s a Perſon of Omnipotent 
Power, able at all times, and in 
all Caſes, to do whatſoever his 
Pleaſure was, is, or ſhall be, may 
be proved by theſe Four Argu. 
ments. 


1. The Omnipotent Power of | 
Chriſt may be proved by the MZz#, 
racles which he wrought in his own | 


Perſon whilſt he converſed in this 
lower World. 

What his Miracles were the E- 
vangeliſt tells us, The blind receive 
their ſight, and the lame Walk, the 
Lepers are cleanſed , and the Deaf 


hear, the dead are raiſed up. The | 
truth of his Miracles was not de- | 
nied by his moſt bitter Enemies : | 
The Phariſees themſelves who per- | 


ſecuted his Perſon to the Death, 
did thus confeſs, This Man doth 
many Miracles. And as his Mi- 
racles were wore 1n number, ſo 
were they greater in their Nature, 
and 1n their Circumſtances, than 
had ever been wrought amongſt 
them 3 
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them 3 for why elſe did the ama- 
a zed Multitude cry out, 1t was ne- Mat. g. 33: 
| wer ſo ſeen in Iſrael £ : 
Thar his raifing the dead only 
Is by his Word 3 that his cleanſing a 
Y | Leper only by his Will ; that his 
| curing a Centurion's Servant, and 
e| 2 Nobleman's Son at a diſtance, 
wo ,no natural means being uſed ; 
" *F© that when he had fed Five thou- 
NF fand Perſons with Five Loaves, 
and Two Fiſhes, the Fragments 
> | that were left, ſhould be a greater 
" | Quantity than the whole Bread at 
i, | firſt that his curing a blind Man 
af | with a Cataplaſm of Spittle and 
Clay, a thing more likely to put 


© | out ſeeing Eyes than to enlighten 
”* | Blind ones, I ſay, that theſe and 0- 
© ther Miracles of his ſhould ever 


Y be wrought by the proper Power 
2 | or Art of any were Man, Is utter- 
ly impoſſible. And ſo Nicodemus 
: | rightly judged, when he ſpake 

; tiftis to ourLord, No Mar can do 
Þ | theſe Miracles which thou doſt, ex- 
q | cept God be with him, © 


Joh. 3. 2. 


And 
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And that God was with hun 
iadeed, 1s evident from ſeveral 
Expreſiions. Thar of our Lord x 
Joh.8. 29. ONE 3 The Father hath not left me 4- 
lowe. Sc. Pax tells us, that in 
a8.1c.33. working Miracles, God was with 
ham; and not only with hiar, but 
;z biz too : So {afth the 1ſame 
col. 2.9. Apottle, br hin develleth aff the fl- 
neſs of the Godhead bodily, i. (ah 
a dearned Interpreter of our own 
Davenant. Chuaanrch, per wmionem Hypoſtaticam, 
in Col-2.5: by a Perſonal Uron 3 an Union 
ſocloſe, that our Lord farth elfe- 


where, The Father is wm me, and 1 


77 hims and by reaſon of this In- 
habitation, which, I think, the 
Greek Fathers mean by their +- 

Joh.10.38, ex pms, Our Saviour faith, [ avd 

39+ my Father are One: How One? 
Qne m FEffence, and conſequemtly 
One, as un all other Perfe&tions, 
ſo m pomt of Power. 

They indeed, who mnjuſtly de- 
ny the Hypoſtatical Union of the 
Duvine and Hamane Natures in 
the Perſon of Chriſt, may by - 

Ju 
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n | jaſt Conſequence, were their Opi- 
al | gon true, afhirm that our Lord 
ts | wrought all his Miracles, not by 
;- | his own Power ; -but, as other 
Men did, by, a Power that was on- 
ly kent hun. Bur ſince St. Joh tells 
us, The Word was made Feſh  f1nce Jch.r. 14. 
St. Paul faith, God was manifeſt 1 Tim. 3- 
in the Fleſh; and the fame Apo- © 
' fle m1 one place ſtyles our Sa- 
| viour, God bleſſed for ever 5 and 1N Rom. g. 5 
| another place, The Mar Chriſt Fe- © Tim-2.5- 
1 | js. We muſt cuher deny the 
- | Authority of thele Texts, or elſe 
[ | confeſs that our Lord certainly 
- | 1s both God and Man; and that 
> | the Miracles which he did whilſt 
. | he appeared in lis Humane Na- 
ture, were done by the Power 
of bis own Divinity, and that pow- 
| er was Omnipotent, For he did 
' fuck Miracles, and with ſuch Cir- 
| cumftances, as could never have 
been done by any power leſs than 
that Onmipotent one of God, and 
that Omnipotence was Ins own. 
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Mar.4. 39 The Evangeliſt tells us, He re- 
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buked the Wind, and ſaid nnto the 
Sea, Peace, be ſtill : And there was 
a great Calm : His Diſciples being 
amazed at this, ſaid one to another, 
What manner of Man is this, that 
even the Wind and the Sea obey him? 


Theoph.in He that could do this, UTEp xvlpu- 


Toy &uTor ira, laith Theophylad ; 
ſeemed to them to be, and indeed 
was, more than a Man. For, as 


Joh. 3.8. our Lord faith, The Wind bloweth 


where it liſteth > T1s not in the 
Power of Man to prevent 1t no, 
to have a command over Wind 
and Water 1s God's Prerogative 
and as ſuch doth the Pf(almiſt men- 


P.107.29, tION It : He makes the Storm aCaln. 


'Tis mentioned as an Argument of 


Pſ. 89. 8. God's Omnipotence - O Lord God 


of Hoſts, who is a ſtrong Lord like 
unto thee > And the very firſt 1n- 
ſtance of Gods infinite Power 
there given is this, Thou ruleſt the 
raging of the Sea, and when the 
Waves thereof ariſe, thou ſtilleſt 
them. 'Tisan Ae of Divine Om- 
npotence3 
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| nipotence 3 5 and ſince our Saviour 


did it, *tis an Evidence of his 
own Almighty power, and ſuch 
a Power mult needs prove him 


| God. 


2. That our blefled Saviour was 


 aPerſon, who had an Omnipo- 
' tent Power of his own, 1s evi- 
| dent from thoſe miraculous Works 


which were done by his Apoſtles, 


| both before his Death, and after his 
| Aſcenſion. 


During the time of qar Lord's 
converling in the World, the ge- 
nerality of Perſons, who wanted 
help in any kind, making thetr 
Applications to his own Perſon, 
we do not find many Inſtances ot 
miraculous Works done by his A- 


| poltles, whilſt he himſelt was with 
them; only when he had lent 


them abroad, the Evangeliſt tell; 
us, That when they were return- 


| &d, They told him all that they had 1. 
done 3 So Miracles no doubt, 
though they are not pariuculacly 
| recorded, The Seventy Ditciples 


K nNeN- 
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Luk. 10.17 Mention but one, namely this, E- 
ven the Devils are ſubje® to as, 
Doubtleſs the Devil, who 1s ca}- 

Joh«14.30. led The Prince of this World, and 
is a very powerful Spirit, is ſo loath 
toquit his Poſteflions, that nothing | 
lefs than Ommipotence can eje(t | 
and turn bim out. 

But when once our Lord had | 
lett the World, and no more im- | 
mediate Addreftes could be made | 
to him as a viſible and preſent Per- | 
fon ; they who wanted extraordr | 
nary help in ſeveral Cafes, betook | 
themſelvesto hisApoſtles,andfound | 
that relief from them, which they |. 
could not find elſewhere. St. Lake 

AR. 2. 43.tells us, Many Wonders and Signs | 
were done by the Apoſtles : And a- 

Act 15.11, gain he mentions ſpeczat Miracles 
wrought by the hands of Paul : They | 
healed the Sick, cured the Lame, ! 
and raifed the dead; fuch migh | 
ty Works they did, that they | 

. were took for Gods 1n the (ſhape | 
of Men. 


Not | 
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_ Nor indeed can we much won- 


| der that it ſhould be fo ; that 


thoſe Perſons ſhould miſtake our 


| Lords Apoſtles for Gods, who ſaw 


them do ſuch Works as were far 
above the Power of Mex. The 
Spectators of thoſe Miracles faw 
the Inſtraments who were em- 
ployed about them , and look- 
ed no farther, the Hand that did 


them being invitible. And whoſe 


Hand that was, St, Luke informs 
us3 CGrod wrought ſpecial Miracles by 
the Hands of Paul, Pan! was but 
a Tool, the Workman was God; 


and not the Father only, but the 


J2# tOO 3 for to hira diil St, Peter 
ajcribe the miraculous Cure of a 
Man who had been lame from hi; 


L217 


Infancy, His Name, (the Name of a. 3. 16: 


{, Criſt )bath made this man ſtron 2, &c. 
And that the Apoliles did mccecd 
work their Miracles by our Lord's 
Aathority, is yer more evident 
from the Cure of /Xzcasr, who had 
kept his Bed eight years, of which 


we have this Account ; Peter ſaid a. 5. 34. 


Bb iintd 
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unto him, fEneas, ariſe, and make 
thy Bed : And he aroſe immediately, 
Here was an eaſie, and a very 
quick Cure indeed 3 but by whom 
was it wrought 2 not by Peter 
himſelf, who told his Patient thus, | 
. Feſus Chriſt maketh thee whole, | 
That Power whereby the Apoſtles 
wrought their Miracles, their Lord, 
whoſe preſence went along with 
them, was pleaſed to exert, when | 
any juſt occaſion did ſo require, 
Accordingly the Evangeliſt tells 
us, That when he ſent them firſt 
Mar. 10.1, abroad, He gave them power over 
unclean Spirits to caſt them out, and | 
to heal all manner of Sickneſs, &c. | 
And certainly,our Lord gave them | 
nothing but that which was his 
own ; ſince he communicated ſuch 
a Power to his Servants, as ena- | 
bled them to be inſtrumental 1n | 
working ſo many mighty Miracles, | 
we muſt conclude, That he had | 
ſuch a Power, and in a far great- | 
er meaſure, Originally in him | 
ſelf even ſuch an Omnipotent |} 
Power, | 
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Power, as (till proves him God. 
But, 

3. That our bleſſed Saviour is 
a Perſon , who had and ſtill hath 
an Omnipotent Power, may be 
ſtrongly proved by the Reſurre&i- 
on from the dead; I mean other 
Men's and his own too. 

I. That our bleſſed Saviour 1s 
a Perſon, who had and till hath 
an Omnipotent Power, may be 
ſtrongly proved by the Reſurrecti- 
on of ather Men from the dead. 

There are not many Articles of 
our Creed, which ſeem more dith- 
cult to Humane Reaſon , which 
have been more impugned, doubt- 
ed, and denied by Jews and Pa- 
gans, than that, which concerns 
the Reſurreftion of the dead, 
It hath been thought by ſome ta 
be needleſs, by others to be 71- 
convenient > and, which 1s to my 
preſent purpoſe, by many it hath 
been judged* 7mpoſſable. Such an 
intimation we have from St. Pazl, 
who thus argued this Matter with 

2 King 
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thought a thing incredible with you, 
that God fhould raiſe the dead ? 
Hence *tis evident, that they were 
of the ſame opinion with Celſzs 
in Origen, who ſaid of the Reſurre- 
ton, rhat 'tis a Work, which God, 
ETe Egntormeu, $7 Suvicetai, neither 
will do, nor can. 

And indeed the great difficulty 
of this Work is evident from that 
demand of God to his Prophet ; 
Sor of* Man, can theſe dry Bones 
live? Is it poſitble to revive them? 
certainly not to Men or Angels ; 
and, for that reaſon, they who 
told the Ruler of the Synagogue, 


. Thy Daughter is dead, added this 


withal, why tronbleſt thou the Ma- 
ſter any further 2 It was their opi- 
nion, that Chriſt himſelf in ſach a 
caſe could do no good. Nor had 
theſe Men been at all miſtaken, 
had not' our Lord been a far 
greater Perſon, than the Jews did 
then ſuppoſe him to be; had he 
had no more Power, than could 
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belong to the Son of Mary, as 
merely ſuch ; to a dead Perſon his 
preſence, and his very belt a ſliſtan- 
ces would have proved but vain. 


But we are well afilured that our 
Lord did revive, not only this 
dead Woman, bit ſeveral dead 
Men too; and hath engaged him- | 
ſelf, that he will one day raiſe a!l 
the reſt. For thus he hath told 


us, The dead ſhall hear the voice of jy, ,. +<, 


the Son of God, and they that hear, 


foal live : And again, { witf raiſe jy. ;o, 


him up at the laſt day. *Tis men- 
tioned as an Act of his ow? Power 3 


why elſe did he ſay; I am the Re- Joh.11.25: 


ſarreFion and the Life ? Wecan- 
not doubt, but he, who ſpake 
theſe Words, and made theſe Pro- 
miſes, knew his own Power to per- 
form them; and that Power muſt 
be Omnipotent, and this Act of that 
Omnipotence doth again prove 
him to be no leſs than God. It's 
true, his Apoſtles raiſed the dead, 
and yet were not Gods : Bur here's 
x "A 4 the 
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the difference, they did it by his 


Power, but he by his own. * 

2. That our bleſſed Saviour 
was, and {ill 1s, a Perſon of an 
Almighty Power, may be ſtrongly 
proved by his own Reſurrection 
from the Grave. 

That our Lortl did indeed ariſe 
from the Grave is an undoubted 
Article of our Creed ; ?tis confirm- 
ed by the united Teſtimonies of 
good Men and glorious Angels ; 
*tis proved by ſuch undeniable 
Arguments, as cannot fail us. The 
Truth of our Lord's Reſurrection 
being granted, all the Queſtion 1s 
touching the Authour of it 3 whe- 
ther it were himſelf, or ſome other 
Perſon. It may be demanded, 
whethera Man truly dead, as our 
Lord was, be in any capacity to 
revive himſelf, to come out of his 
Grave, and live a ſecond life: *Tis 
that, which no mere Man ever did 


or can do; and yet our Lord 
did it. 


Plutarch 
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Plutarch indeed tells us, That 
Cleomedes and Alcmena being dead, 
revived. Plato writes, That one 
' Fr, an Armenian Soldier, being 
ſlain in a Battel, lay dead in the 
Field ten days together, and af- 
terwards being carried home to be 
buried, Sudtygmios xve3iw, the 12th 
day he revived and lived again. And 
Herodotus reports, That one Ar7- Herodows 
ſtews, being dead and prepared for '* Melpo- 
Burial, his Body vaniſhed, and af- p, 246. 
ter ſeven Years was found alive in 
Proconneſus, Were any of theſe 
Stories true, theſe Perſons muſt be 
revived by ſome other Power, 
whereas our Lord aroſe by his 
own, 
| True it is, our Lord 1s ſome- 

times ſajd in a Paſſzve ſenſe, &4obrvai, 
to be Raiſed 3 and ſometimes in an 
AFive ſenſe, 'Avagnvai, tO riſe again, 
But this variety of Expreſſion doth 
not alter the Nature of the thing, 
| nor weaken the Argument which 
' I am drawing from its for, our 

Lord's ReſurreCtion in either ſenſe, 
bl 


rr ee re momue - EC _———_—— " _ _ -- —_ _ 
U —— _ — a: 
; 
ww 
ts am 


v34 


The Doftrme of the 


is an undeniable proof of his Om- 


nipotence. When he is ſaid AFive. 


ly to riſe, 'tis meant, that ſo he did 
by his own Power; and when he 
is ſaid Paſſrwely to be raiſed, *tis 
meant , that his Huzuane Nature 
was raiſed by his D:vze, that the 
God raiſed the Mar, - 

Nor is this, gratis dinm; Tis 
not ſaid without a ſufictent ground: 
For, that our .Lord did not want 
a Power able enough to raiſe him- 
{zlf from the Grave, 1s evident 


Joh. 10.18, from that expreſſion of his, have 


power to lay down my life, and I have 
power to take it again, Certainly, by 
the taking of his life again, he can 
mean nothing elſe but his Reſar- 
reftion from the dead : For, as 
Druſens ſaith, Animam ponit, qui 
moriturs aſſumit, qui reſurgit - He 
layeth down his life, who dieth; 
and he reſumes his life, who riſeth 


again: and ſo to do, our Lord | 
doth here claim a ſufficient Power. | 
And ſurely, finceour Lord did uſe ' 
this power to raiſe other dead Per- | 

ſons, * 
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ſons, he would much more uſe it 
to raiſe himſelf; eſpecially conſi- 
dering to what a glorious eſtate 
his Reſurre&ion would. and did 
advance him. 


\ This Power of his to take his 
life again at his pleaſure, is very 
bighly and very juſtly magnified 
by the Fathers : St. Chryſoſtom cal- 
leth it, Gaxvugy x wx ov, a 
thing very ſtrazge and wonderful - 
TheophylaF ſaith, That it proves 
our Lord to be, T5 Iovoars Io mm- 
Thu, *) © Cons 24790, the Sove- 
reign Lord and Commander both 
of Death and Life : And St, Atha- 


| power toreaſſume a departed Soul, 
is by no means the property of 
: Men, but it belongs to, and 1s an 
. evidence of the power of the 
: Word, 7z. of Chriſt. That bleſſed 
| Lord of ours, whom St. Oprics 
| thus 
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Cypria. de thus beſpeaks: Tx, Domine, qui 


paimone 
Chriſti 


337. _ 
It, Puris 


fitis. 


Wt, i. 1. 


£xoq, 2O* 


Poteſtative ponis animam, & Po- 
teſtative reſumis. An expreſlion, 
which ſheweth that our Lord had 
as much power to reſume his life, 
as he had to /ay it down; it wa 


wholly at his own choice to die, 


and it was in his own power to 


raiſe and revive himſelf again, e-| 
ven when he pleaſed. And as his| 


capacity to die ſhewed the [firmit 
of his Humane Nature, fo his Ab:- 
lity to raiſe himſelf proved his On: 
z:ipotence, and that A& of Omni- 


potence did again prove him God. 


But yet once more : 

4. That our bleſled Saviour is a 
Perſon, who had and {till hath an 
Almighty Power, may be yet fur: 
ther and ſtrongly proved by the 
works of Creation and Providence, 

Works of Creation, and conſc- 
quently of Providence, the Scrip- 
tures do every where aſcribe to 


God; ſo Moſes , God created thi| 


Heaven and the Earth, And foa- 
gain, The Lord made Heaven and 
Earth, 
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Earth, the Sea, and all that in them Ela. qo.ad: 


Is, "Tis he, whom the Evangeli- 
cal Prophet ſtyles, The Everlaſting 
God, the Lord, the Creatour of the 
Ends of the Earth. And indeed it 
muſt needs be fo; for. fince Cre- 
ation Is, Produ®io Entis ex non 


 Eate, the production of ſomething 
\ out of zothing, there being a vaſt 
| diſtance betwixt theſe two Terms, 


it muſt be the effect of an Infinite 
Power, and ſuch power there 1s 
none, ſave only that of God. 
Now. that our bleſfled Saviour 
did create the World, we are told 
again and again : St. John faith, 


All things were made by him , and Joh. 1. 3: 


without him was nothing made, that 
was made. St. Paul tells us, By 
him were all things created, that are 
in Heaven, and that are in Earth, 


viſible and inviſible. And again, yey, ES 


God by him made the Worlds: But 
how by him 2 Not by him, as a 
Maz , for then he was not ſuch : 

Not by him, as a Servart, not as 


an Inſtrument : z for, our Lord faith, 
My 
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Job, s. 17. My Father worketh , and I work: 
Here he ſpeaks of himſelf, not as 
a Tool in his Father's hand, but as 
a Fellow-worker with him. 


0 But had not our Lord's Power 


been equal with his Father's, had 

he been no more than a Creature, 

he could have had no hand m 

the work of Creation. St. Auſtin 

Aug. of tells us, Nec mralos, ſed nec bonos An- 

Trin. |. _ 

cap. 8. © gelos fas eft putare Creatores : *Tis 

Tom. 3- . not lawful to think that evil An- 

gels, no nor good ones, can be 

Bellarm.de Creators. So thought Bellermine, 

efteau oy Nullam Creaturam poſſe Inſtrumen- 
cram-. _ 

cap- " faliter concurrere ad Creationem. And 

p- 136. before him Aquinas, who {ets this 

Aquin. 1. Jown as a certain conclufion, Iz- 

par. qu.45. poſſebile eft, quod alicui Creaturg 

Art.5.  conveniat creare, neque virtute pro- 

pria , neque infrumenteliter, frue per 

Miwniſterins : of x impoſti ble for 

any Cowes ©o creafe any thing, 

either by 1ts own Power, or as a 

tnſtrument in anothers hand. 'Tis 

the judgment of theſe and other 

learned Men, that a Creating 

Power, 
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| Power, through the Incapacity of 
| all Creatures to be the Subjects 


of It, is abſolutely zucommunica- 


ble, 


And if ſo, ſince we are ſure tha 
our Lord had an equal Hand with 
his Father and his Holy Spirit in 


| creating the Univerſe, we muſt 


conclude, That he hath an equal 


| Power,* and that Power being 
{ Umnipotent, he 1s and muſt be 


God. And that is my firft Argu- 
ment to prove him ſo. 

2. Thar bleſled Perſon, who is 
Omnifcient, 1s truly God : But 
our bleſted Saviour 15 a Perſon that 
is Ommſcient. 

'Fis faid of Man im common, 
We are but of yeſterday, and know 


nothing. 


we are lo 


far from 


knowing every thing that com- 
paratively we know very little or 
But as for God, that 
is truly aftirmed of him, which 
can be attirmed of none beſides, 
His Onderſtanding is infigite : To Pl. 149+ 5e 
him St. Paul fauh, AZ things are Heb. 4.15. 


nothing. 


aaked 
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aaked and open ;, ſo they are to him, | 
and to him alone: And yet ſo. 
they were, are, and ever will be | 
to our bleſſed Saviour : So faid | 
Joh.21417 St. Peter, Lord, thou knoweſt all | 


things : And fo the other Apoſtles, 


Joh16.30 Lord, we are ſure that thou knoweſt | 
even ſuch things as | 
paſs the knowledge of Men and | 
Angels : As, to inſtance 1n Two | 


ell things, 


Particulars. 


1. Tis certain that our Lord 
knew the Hearts, underſtood the | 


Thoughts, the ſecret Inclinations, 
and inward Afﬀections of Men. 
Jer. 17, $+ 


know it > What Man doth know 


his Neighbour's Heart > nay, What | 


Man doth perted&ly know his own? 


ſo todo is the peculiar Preroga- | 
tive of Heaven 3; ſo the next Verlſe | 


PC,139.1,2 tells us, [ the Lord ſearch the Heart ; 
ſo the Pſalmiſt found it, O Lord, 
thou haſt ſearched me, and known 
we, thou underſtandeſt my Thought 


efur off, 1, antequam fit, even be- | 


fore 


The Prophet tells us, The Heart } 


#x deceitful above all things, who can | 


— op © 
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 blefled Saviour ; for St. 


them. 
| knew from the beginning who 


| tolt, 
{ no thought of denying this, Lord, 
| when he ſaid, That he would ra- 
ther die than deny kim; and yet our 
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| fore I think-ir. . Such a Kapd- 


yo, a Knower of Hearts was our 
Fohn tells 
ns, He knew what was in Maz : 


And St. Luke ſaith, He knew their |. 6. 5, 
| Thoughts. 

vident from the Series of the E- 
| vangelical Hiſtory, that our Lord 
| foreknew 
| Thoughts of Men before the Men 
themſelves were acquainted with 


St. John tells us, Jeſus Joh 6.64; 


Nay, it ſeems very e- 


and 


the Inclinations 


ſhould 


betray him, even before Judas had 
any thought of it, or Temptation 
And certainly St. Peter had 


Lord foreſaw that he would ſ{ure- 


| Iy dont. 


Now the Queſtion is, How 
came our Lord by this Preſcience 
and Fore-knowledge of his 2 All 
the Knowledge of Man 1s either 
natural, or acquired, or infuſed, and 
from Divine Revelation, It we 

L confi- 
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conſider our blefied Saviour as a 
meer Man 3 ?tis certain that all his 
natural or acquired Knowledge 
could never enable him to under- 
ſtand the Thoughts, and foreſee 
the Inclinations of Men ; and if 
{o, he muſt needs do this, as he 
was Man, by Divine Revela- 
t10Nn. 

But it our Lord knew the Hearts 
and Thoughts of other Men by 
a Divine Revelation, 1t may be 
{a1d, tnat ſuch a Knowledge can- 
not prove him God 3; for ſach a 


Knowledge hath been found un | 


ſome other Perſons, in Prophets 
and Apoſtles, who yet were no 
more than Men. When Eliſhu 
told Hazael, I know the Evil that 
thou wilt do; he knew the Heart 
of Hazael better than himſelt:; 


1 Chr. 12: for he thus replyed, Is thy Servant 


1 Co 


a Dog, that he ſhould do this great 
thing £ And yet he did it. St, 
Paul tells us, that there was 1n his 


time a gift of diſcerning Spirits, 1.| 


either oft that inward S7zxcerzty, Or 
: ſecret 
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ſecret Hypocrifze, that lay hid in 
the Hearts of Men, Such a diſcer- 
ning of Spirits very probably was 
found in St. Peter, when he attack- 
ed Ananias thus, Why hath Satan 
filled thy Heart to Iye to the Holy 
Ghoſt? And yet again, Why haj# 
thou conceived this thing in thy 
Heart ? Upon which Words Lor:- 


143 


m4 makes this Obſervation, Hic Leriaus in 


deprehenditur Petro communicata 
divinitus occultarum rerum ſcientia ; 
From hence we may perceive that 
God was pleaſed to communicate 


| to St, Peter the Knowledge of /c- 


cret things : For ſuch was the 
fraud and Hypocriſte of Ananias, 
which could not probably be dif- 


covered to St. Peter by any {z- 


formations from Mem, bat DY Re- 
velation from God. Now if we 
{luppote and take this for a grant- 
ed Truth, That St. Peter knew the 
Heart of Anantas, and the diflimu- 
lation that larked therein, by an 
Immediate Revelation froin God ; 
yet notwithſtanding Peter himſclt 

L 9 « [453] 
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ſtill remained no more than a mere 
mortal Marz. Andaif ſo, how can 
any ſuch Knowledge, gained by 
Revelation, prove our Saviour to 
be a God ? To which demand [ 
thus reply : 
1. That Knowledge which our 
Saviour had of the Hearts of Men, 
was a great deal /arger, and much 
more extenſive than that Knoy- 
ledge, which any Prophets or A- 
poſtles ever had. For whereas they 
underſtood the Hearts only of ſome 
very few particular Men, and that 
upon ſome extraordinary and emer- 
gent occaſion, worthy of a new 
Revelation 3 'tis expreſly ſaid of 
Joh. 2-24 OUrP Lord, He knew all Men. Upon 
which Words TheophylaF hath this 
Paraphraſe, 'Ou S2AavBavey awloy us 
Jv 0 NoWopuns & ing w dvifury 
Our Lord was not 1gnorant what 
were the Thoughtzg of every Mans 
Heart 3 and certainly ſuch an U- 
niverſal Knov ledge ſpeaks him 
more than a Man, for no mere 
Man ever had it, or can attain 1t. 


St.f 
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St. Paul was an inſpired Perſon, 
and had abundance of Revelations, 
and yet he thus protefſeth, We 
know but in part. No ; who it 1s 
that bath an Univerſal Knowledge 
St. John tells us, God 7s greater 
than our Hearts, and knoweth All 
things. This Omniſcience is pecu- 
liar to God alone ; and if ſo, fince 
it was found in our bleſſed Lord, 
who knew the Hearts of all Men, 
which no Prophet or Apoſtle e- 


ver did, he muſt be truly God. 


2. That Knowledge which our 
Saviour had of the Hearts and 
Thoughts of Men,diftered from that 
of the Prophets and Apoſtles, as in 
its Extenſion, ſo in reſpet of its 
Cauſe, Ground, and Principle 3 
they received all this Knowledge 
by Revelation, and by that a- 
lone, which our Lord did not 
had all their Know- 
ledge of Mens Hearts from aro- 
ther, but his he had of and from 


himſelf. 
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The diſcerning of Spirits by 
our Lord's Apoſtles, or ſome few 
other Apoſtolical Men 1s calld a 
Gift, and whole Gitt both that and 
{ome other were, St. Paul tells 
us, All theſe worketh that One and the 
It was by the ſecret 
Illuminations of the blefled Spi- 
Tit, and nothing elſe, that our 
Lord's Apoſtles were enabled to 
diſcern the Hearts of Men ; but 
this was not our Lord's Caſe al- 
tozcther. | 

They who denied that our Lord 
had Two diſtin} Wills ſuitable to 
the Two diſtinct Natures that were 
united in his Sacred Perſon, were 
branded with the Name of More. 
tLelites, and condemned as Here- 
ticks by a Council at Rome gathe- 
red by Pope Martiz the Firſt in 
the Year 652, or, as ſome lay, 650, 
And if it be Herefie to deny a 
diſtinction of Wz/ in our Savi- 
our's Perſon, it muſt be reaſona- 
ble to allow a like diſtin&qion of 
Crderſtanding too. As he was 
| God, 


neſs was to die. 
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God, his Underſtanding was 
Infinite: For , as Aquinas tells 
us, with God, Eff &> Intelligere 
idem ſunt, His Efſence and his 


Underſtanding are one and the 


lame thing ; ſo that the One be- 
ing infinite, the other muſt be 


{o too. 
But our Lord's Humare Under- 


ſtanding was capable of ſeveral 


degrees and meaſures of Know- 


ledge. Accordingly the Evange- 


liſt tells us, Jeſus encreaſed 77: Wiſ- Luk. 2. 52. 


dorm and Stature. As his Body grew 
in Age and Stature, fo his Order- 
ftanding encreaſed in Knowledge. 
And we cannot doubt , but all 
that Knowledge, which nnght 
any way be uſeful to him in 
the diſpatch of that great Work 
for which he came, was by his 
own Deity communicated to his 
Manhood. One part of his Work 
was to inſtru the World by his 
Dodrine and Example 3 bur the 
moſt conſiderable part of his Buiſt- 
But leſt he might 
S & have 
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have been ſurprized with Death 
before his time, and thereby ſome 
other parts of his Work might 
have been left nndone-3 it was 


convenient for him to under- 


ſtand the Hearts, Intentions, and 
Deſigns of his Enemies, who 
ſought to kill him ; and *this he 
knew, conſidered as Man , by 
Revelation. 

And, by the way, the Reaſon 
why our Lord's Humane Under- 
ſtanding was kept in 1gnorance 
touching the Day and Hour of 
the laſt Judgment, might well 
be this 3 namely, becauſe God 
Almighty did not fee it corve- 
nent, but rather prejudicial, that 
the World ſhould be taught 
that Leflonz and, upon that 
Score, our Lord, who in his 
Humane Nature was the Teach- 
er, had no need, as ſuch,.to know 
It. 

But, that our Lord knew the 
hearts of Men by another fort of 
Knowledge, beſides that by Re- 
; yelation, 


UN 
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| yelation, ſeems evident from that 
expreſſion of the Evangeliſt, Jeſus Joh. 6,61: 


knew in hmſelf;, not by the hear- 
ing of his Ear, not by any Infor- 


mation from other Men, no nor 
 meerly by any Revelation from 


Heaven 3 but # faur@ 3 In and by 
himſelf. * Nemine indicante, faith 


| Maldonate; he knew the matter 


without any Intimations given him 
by any other hand. And from this 
Knowledge of his may we juſtly 


infer our Lord's Divinity 3 and to 


aſſure us of it did he at this time 


take occalion to manifeſt his own 


Omniſcience z ſo ſaith TheophylaF, 


| Who tells us, that our Lord ſpake 


{ome words there mention'd in the 


| Context 3 bw» Eh), mn ws Oey Theophyl. 
89% voy Aavgayy Sf oy ® x65, ” Joan. 6. 
| being willing to ſhew that there ** 
| $ nothing in the hearts of Men 


concealed from him, as being Ged. 


| But, 


2. 'Tis certain that our bleſſed 


| Saviour foreſaw ;the fature AFiors 


of Men, and infallibly foreknew 


B: the 
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the future Events and Iflues of 
things; even ſuch Events, as de- 
pended upon Caules, that were 
not xeceſſary but contingent only. 

Indeed, where Cauſes are Na- 
tural and Neceſſary, fixed and de- 
termined, ad num. What their 
Efe&s yet to come, will certainly 
be, judicious and learned Men can 
eaſily foreſee. The Change, 1n- 
creaſe, full, and wane of the Moon, 
the Eclipſes of the Sun and the 
Moon , the rifing and ſetting of 
both at ſuch or ſuch an hour de- 
pending upon ſuch Cauſes, as can- 
not be interrupted by any Acci- 
dent, are certainly foreknown by 
our skilfull Mathematicians. But 
where Cauſes are Cortingert, ſuch 
as may be ſuſpended or croſſed in 
their Operations; where Agents 
are free, ad utramlibet partem, it 
being at their own chozce to act or 
not to act thus or thus; what will 
be, or not be, is to the wiſeſt of 
Men altogether uncertain. 


Such 
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of . Snch a Preſcience as this of future 
E- | Events is the peculiar Prerogative 
Te | of God, and thereby, as by an Infal- 
| lible Charadter, doth the Prophet 
4 | diſtinguiſh the true God from falſe 
& | ones: Let them ſhew us what ſhall Eſa, ar. 
I | happen, and declare us things to come 5 **: 
iy | fhew the things that are to come here= 
_ =_ that we may know that ye are 
ods, This Text imports the truth 

1, | of that, which Tertu//iar long lince 
© | aſſerted 5 Teſtimonium Divinitatis Terr. in' 
f | veritas divinationis:; The true Pre- APE 
- | diGion of things to come, is a Te- p.*1g. © 
- | ſtimony of Divinity. By this very 
- | Argument was God Almighty 
pleaſed to evidence the truth of 
his own Deity 3 Behold, the former 
things are come to paſs, and new = —_ 
things do I declare; before- they ; 
ſpring forth, I tell you of them. Tis 
an Argument of his Oſciexce, 
and that is no where to be found, 
but in a God. 

And the ground thereof is thus 
given us by Aquinas; Contingentia 
infallibiliter a Deo cognoſcuntur, in 3: 1- 
quaniIum an b- 


PR ru” ©& © Wu rk > = 


UMI 


pi CLI IC ero—onrn— co 


. Ib. Arb.l. quo #0do effe poſſunt : All things, 
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quantum ſubduntur Divino conſpe@ui 
ſecundum ſuam Preſentialitaten : 
Future Contingencies are infallibly 
known to God, foraſmuch as they 
are preſent to him, and within hi 
Ejuſdem View. And again he tells us, 2ue- 
qu. Art. 9. cungque poſſunt per Creaturam fieri, 
vel cogitari, wel dici, @& etiau 
quecunque ipſe facere poteſt, omniq 
cognoſcit Deus, etiamſs AGFu my 
ſent : Whatſoever things can be 
done, thought, or {aid by any Crez- 
turez whatſoeyer things God him- 
ſelf can do, though they are not 
yet in AZzal being, God knoyeth 
them all, Sczextia Viſponis, by in- 
mediate V7;/zoz and 1ztuition. To 
2 the ſame purpoſe ſpeaks Be/arming, 
ellarm. ; 8 
de grat. & Dems intelligit res onmes, que qu 


+ ©P-13* whether in preſent Exiſtence , 0 


but in a Poſſibility of future Be-} 


ing, are certainly known to God. 

And ſuch a Knowledge was there 
found in our blefled Sayiour, who 
well knew, not only the preſent 
Thoughts of Men, but their future 


Fions 


«Q 


ck 
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ATFions too; the Treaſon of Judas, 

the time when, the place where, 

bly] the Perſons by whom , and the 

hey | matiner how he ſhould ſiffer, and 

bs} when he ſhould riſe again ; all this 

W2 he knew beforehand, and foretold 

eri, | his Apoſtles. That all his Diſciples 

zau} ſhould forſake him , that Peter 

140 ſhould three times deny him 3 he 

zor | was aware, and gave them war- 

be ning of it. 

rea Theſe and many other Teſtimo- 

im-| nies of our Saviour's foreknow- 

not | ledge of things to come, have our 

eh} Evangeliſts left us upon Record 3 

m-F ſo that we may confidently make 

To the ſame Addreſs, and fay to onr 
uw, Redeemer, as St. Peter did, Lord, 

we | thou knoweſt All things; and if ſo, 
os, | he that is Omniſctent, 15 and mult 
or | be God. It's true, the Sz 1s cal- 
| led Ocnlus Mundi, the Eye of the 
d | World; and it 1s ſaid, ry] 299- 
ref eay » ravr eraxgay, To lee and 
ho hear all things : And for that Rea- 
ut | fon; as well as ſome other, it was 
re thonght and adored as if it had 
7 been 
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been a God that knew, mur: wm 
TET 2005 peva, DegT TH, Things 
paſt, preſent, and to come. They 
who had entertained ſuch thoughts 
of the Sur, may be juſtly blamed 
for their groſs Ce: but up- 
on their Suppoſition, they are ex- 
cuſable for their Adoration. For 
that Being which hath 77zyzmo1y- 


ay 0g, an All-ſceeing Eye, an In- 


finite and omniſcient Underſtand- 
ing, is God; and as ſuch muſt be 
worſhipped. 

And the truth 1s, the grand 
Reaſon , why our Lord thought 
fit to foretell ſo many fature E- 
vents, which depended upon free 
Agents , and meerly contingent 
Cauſes, was to declare his own 
Omniſcience, and thereby to prove 
himſelf tobe, what indeed he was. 
To this end he told his Diſciples 
thus, Now I tell you before it come, 
that when it is come to paſs, ye may 
believe that I am he : What He 
doth he mean? What He could 


certainly foretell ſo many things 
tO 
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to come? not a mere Man ſure 3 


for, as St. James ſaith, We know not Jam, 4.14. 


what ſhall be on the morrow - But 
then what means our Lord, when 
he ſaith, That ye may believe that I 
am he 2 Maldonate well anſwers 
thus, Ot credatis me vernm eſſe Chri- 
ftum, non ſemulatum 5, vernum Deum, 
qui res omnes, antequam evenunt, 
perſpeFas habeo, quod proprium eſt 
Divinitatis 5 That ye may believe 
that I am not a Connterfeit Meli- 
as, but the True One; yea, and 
the Trze God too, who clearly 
do foreſee all things tocome 3 and 
that's a Perfection proper and pe- 
culiar to a Deity. 

But if after all this our Socint- 


- ans ſhall plead again, that our Lord 


foreſaw future Events, as Prophets 
and Apoſtles did, by Revelation on- 
ly: I anſwer this 1s Gratis didun, 
laid indeed, but can never be 
proved. But fince it ts proved 
by many other Arguments, which 
cannot be fairly anſwered, that 
our Lord 1s truly God, as well as 
truly 
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traly Man 5 we muſt conclude, 
That as he knew things to come 

Revelation, conſidered as Mar; | 
even ſo, conſidered as God, he | 
knew all things, Intuitive, by his 
own immediate Inſpection, and 
Intuition. Bur, 

3. My Third andvlaſt Argy- 
ment,to prove our Lord's Divi- 
nity ſhall be this ; That bleſſed 
Perſon, who is Omnpreſent, Im: || - 
menſe, and Infinite, 1s truly God, 
But our Lord 1s ſuch a Per- 
ſon. 

There 1s no Creature capable 
of being ſo ; for all created Spi- 
rits are inſome one certain place, | 
definitive, they are determined and 
limited 3 and all Corporeal Beings 
are in one certain place, Czrcum: 
ſcriptive, they are bounded and 
circumſcribed 3 tis the Prerogative 
of God alone to be every where «t 
once. For, as his Eternity .1sc0- 
| exiſtent with all Succeſſions ot 
17me, ſo is his Immenſity commet- 
| ſarate with all diſtances of places, 

wherein þ 
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W.77 
| and that's a thing, Wnod Divini- 


wherein he is Repletive, per Eſſen- 
tiam, Potentiam, @& Preſentiam, 
by ns Eflence, Power, and Pre- 
ſence, as the Schoolmen ſpeak. 

And the certainty of this Di- 
vine Obiquity we may learn from 
that- demand of God mentioned 


WF X 


by the Prophet, Can any hide him- Jer. 23-24 


ſelf in ſecret places, that 1 ſhall not 
ſee him, ſaith the Lord? Do not 1 
fill Heaven and Earth, ſaith the 
Lord ? This Queſtion the Pſzlmiſt 
thus reſolves, If I aſrend up into 
Heaven, thou art there ; if [ make 
my Bed in Hell, behold thou art 
there, &c. by thele and ſome o- 
ther Expreſſions doth the P/al- 
aſſert God's Omnipreience 3 


tatis proprium eſt, Peculiar to a 
Deity : So ſpeaks St. Ambroſe, cited 
by Aquinas. | 

And thus it was with our blef- 
led Saviour, even whilſt he con- 
verſed here below; for though 
his Humane Nature then was, and 


ſtill is, contrary ro the Opiniqn 
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man Church, confined to, and con- 
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of the Obiquitaries and the Ro- 


tained 1n 9ze certain place ; yet his 
whole Perſon © never was, never 
will be ſo. See that Speech of 
his to Nathanael, I ſaw thee under 
the Fig-tree : How 1o ? Surely not 
with his bodily Eyes 3 for our 
Lord was then preſent in one 
place, and Nathanael at too great 
a diſtance in another 3 and yet 
ſaith our Lord, I ſaw thee, My 7m» 
pey eyivwore, faith Theophylad ; 5 


though our Lord, as to his Hu 


mane Nature, was remote from 
Philip and Nathanael, yet he ſaw 
their Perſons, and heard their Diſ- 
courſes, and thereby he did, Am- 
N%&AUTTUY 7 Upkicey 0e5Tume, He gave 
them an early intimation of his 
own Divinity, and that by his Om- 
zripreſence, and Ommiſcience. 

And this Truth receives a farther 
and undeniable Confirmation by 
that Speech of Chriſt to Nicode- 


Jo's 13. 25 5 No Man hath aſcended upto 


Heaven, but he that came down 


from 
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from Heaven, even the Son of Man, 


which is in Heaven, Tis a ſtrange 
thing that any Man who believes 
theſe Words of Chriſt, which do 
ſo clearly import his Omznipreſence, 
ſhould deny, or doubt of his Dz- 
vinity; for he was now diſcour- 
fing with Nzcodemus here on Earth; 
and yet he calls himſelf the Son of 
Man, o @y which 7s, now z.. in Hea- 


ven. But how (ſo ? not as Marx : 


for 'tis 1mpoſitble for any Man, 
as ſuch, to be at the ſame time 
on Earth, and in Heaven too. No, 
we muſt grant that he was, as The- 


_ ohyla# words it, on Earth, mg- 


T5, 11 regard of his Corporeal 
Prefence 3 but in Heave::, Buixws, 
in reſpe& cf his Divizity 3 on 
Earth as Max ; in Heaven as 
God, 
There is yet one Text more, 
which I ſhall uſe to prove the fame 
Truth ; I mean that Promiſe which 
our Lord gave his Apoſtles ſmme- 
diately before his Aſcention up to 


Heaven Loe, I am with you al- Var.$.20 


M 2 way, 
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way, even to the end of the World : 
But how could that be ?: He was 
now removing his Humane Nature 
up to Heaven; his Apoſtles by his 
Command were to go into a/ the 
World, and to preach the Goſpel, 
one 1n this Kingdom, and another 
in that: And fince our Lord him- 
{c}f was to be in Heaven, and his 
Apoſtles were to be ſeparated, 
diſperſed, and ſcattered abroad 
throughout the whole Earth, how 
could this Promiſe be made good, 
1 am with you, with every one of 
you, and that alway, at al Times, 
and 1n al/ Places £ Certainly this 
Promiſe could not have been per- 
formed, were not our Lord Om 
preſent, and he that is ſo, isand muſt 
be truly God. 

And thus by theſe Three Attri- 


butes, Omnipotence, Omniſcience, 


and Onpreſence, which the Scrip- 
tures do aſcribe to our bleſled- 


Saviour, and which are peculzar 
tro Godalone, I have endeavour- 


ed to confirm the certainty of his- 


Di- 


5 5.9 Lo ad tan Mol | 


Divinity; which I might have pree 
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ved by ſome other Arguments, 
had I not thought it needleſs 5 
for he that will not be convin- 
ced by theſe, will be convinced 
by none. 


3. My Third and laſt Work 
s to prove the Divinity of the 
bleſſed Spirit, who is the Third 
Perſon in the Glorions God- 
head. | 

What various Opinions have 
been - entertained about this blet- 
ſed Spirit, we learn from ſeveral 


Authors : Gregory Nazianzern tells Greg Naz. 


\ ov \ WW 
Us, To TVEU Af T1 Amov S& IS 59.158 on 37+ Þ* 


CQe 
4 5 \ / > # N } 7 
[12 89) £4) TO TWADATHKY EVIIACLY» $0 


fpeaks St. Auſtin, Saddurezi Spiri- ayg, de 


tum SanGum negabant, The Sadciy- ver. Dom. 
ces did utterly. deny, that there 1s oo 
any ſuch being as the Spirit. . And 
what do the Sabel/zarns lefs 2 For 
of them St. Auſtin {aith, OP2ritituns 
prorſus ita negant, ut ipſum Deum 
negent Trinitatem eſſe, fed tantum- 
modo effe Denm Patrem aſſcoerant, 
| M3 _. 
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& ipſum aliquandso vocari filium, 4- 


liquando vocari Spiritum SanGum 
They do ſo far deny the Spirit, as 
to deny the Trinity, affirming, that 


the Father alone 1s God 3, and that 


He it is who is ſometimes called the 
Sor, and ſometimes the Spirit, 
as if they were not diſtin& Per- 

. ſons, but only different Names. 
St. Yuſtin tells us again, That 
the Arians, Eunomians, and Ma- 
cedonians, allow the Spzrit to be 
Baſil. M. a Perſon 5 but, Nor Creatorem, ſed 
adv.Eu- Creaturant, not the Creator, but a 
p. 76. Creature, Movoyevs rohnug” SO En- 
- xp ging nomins 1n St. Baſil, \tyles him 3 
19. p.194. 48 1f he were created by our Lord; 
and as being ſuch, that Heretick 
' looked upon him, as the ſame Fa- 
rag ther WrItES, ws Jp3aver %; UTnrgo, 5 
C. 13. oUD TIUgY TH XTIT a, X; muy oMdIs on, 
as an lzſtrument, a SubjeF, of the 
ſame rank with other Creatures, 


and our Felow-ſervant. And a- 


mongſt many other Errors with 
which Origez ſtands charged, this 
is onez namely, that he ſtyled the 

| Son 


I EET —— wad went ” 
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Son and the Spirit, AciTS&p NG Cox, 
Miniſtring Creatures. Againſt the 


Men of this Opinion Gregory Nazz. Naz. Or. 
44+ P- 
7 0gs 


a1zey doth thus declaim, To TV - 
ug To Ayr of Þ &s XT(Thg Yomu- 
yorTes , UſBepom, 2; IA Hargi, 2} 
190, xg! They who degrace 
the Holy Spirit of God, and make 
him but a Creature, are Blaſphe- 
mers, evil Servants, and of all e. 
vil ones the worſt. 

But beſides theſe bolder Here- 
ticks, there were ſome others, 
who did not think the Holy Spirit 


and Efficacy and operative Power 
of God. But ſome there were yet 
more kind, who allowed to the 
Spirit ſome Share of the Divine 
Nature, and thought him a God ; 


but, as Gregory Nyſſer ſaith, & mz} Greg.Nyſ. 
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'tobe a mere Creature, but, as Na- Naz. Or. 
Zianzern tells US,evpyecy, the Vertue 37%: 395: 


ys e5108pevor, NOt equalto the SO. adv. Eu- 


There is yet another ſort of Men, 22-P-52- 


of whom Naz7ianzer faith, gz o«- 


6zory, 872 aTgon, They do neither 37. p.595. 


diſhononr the Spirit, nor adore him, 
M 4 as 


T: 
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Athanaſ. 
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as being uncertain, whether he be 
a Creature or a God. 

Theſe 111 Opinions being once 
raiſed, were much advanced by 
the Writings of Origen, being a 
Perſons of great Learning and 
Reputation 5 of whom 'tis ſaid, 
Ubi bene, nemo melins ;, ubi male, 
nemo pejus 5 When he wrote well 
no Man wrote better; but when 
z/, no Man worſe. Nay, theſe ul! 
Opinions do {till receive {ome 
Countenance from the Writings 
of fuch Men as were Orthodoxin 
their Judgments, but too rnwary 
in fome Expreftions. Tis well 
known that Athanaſius was the 
prime Defender of the Truth, pro- 
telied by the Nirere Council a- 
gainſt the Arzans; and yet even 
he hath lefe ſome Lines behind 
hin, which are interpreted and 
do {eem to favour that Opinion, 
which he himſelf condemned 3 tor, 
{peaking of our Lord and his 


ow: _ Holy Spirit, he ſaith that our 
* Lord ſhewed himſelf to be, #n 
AG T= 
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tar love TY Tv TO, HG meiGove 

2) toy, No way inferiour to the Spi- 

ce | rit, but greater than He, and equal 

»y | to him. This Expreſſion ſeems 

a | inconſiſtent with it ſelf, and repug- 

1d | nant to the Judgment of this 

d, | great Man, who' wrote it. And 

e, | truly he muſt be a very candid 

I, | and favourable Interpreter, who 

n | will excuſe great St. Ba for ſay- rai. m. 

ul ing thus, To Ve ug. Sevrepe 7g Us adv. Eun. 

ie | afiwnugn pain ins) 3 Eva * OM 

* | as a9. Nor do I think that 

n | Expreſſion of Tertu//ian, if well Terul. 

ry | weighed, to be juſtifiable, wherein adv: Frax- 

ll | the bleſſed Spirit of God is ſtyled, "7 ” 

ie | Tertins Majeſtatis gradus : As if 

)- | there were any Inequality, &a0- 

- | pi 4 rbatua, higher and lower 

n | degrees in thoſe eſſential Excel- 

d | lencies, which are inſeparable from 

d } each of thoſe Three glorious Per- 

}, ſons, of whom Nazianzer doth Nazianz. 


D thus afirm, To TYWUG METH TIUT C95 = " M 


IS , ys pe s&mov 3) Cr TIAGY, The Spirit mY 
r 15 of the ſelf-ſame Subſtance, and 
of equal Honour with the Father 


and 
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and the Son. The ſame thing in- 
Diony.Ar. timates Dionyſzzs the Areopagite, or 


- ag he who bears that Name : "Om 


I 67. TS TrATECSS X, Us TY Oeepyine TV Ag» 
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doth aſcribe to the Divine Spirit 
whatever eſſential PerfeQions do 
belong either to the Father or to 
the Sox, their natural Excellencies 
being equal. And that the bleſ- 
ſed Spirit 1s truly God, equal with 
the Father and the Son, I ſhall now 
engeavour to prove by theſe fol- 
lowing Arguments. - 

7. That the bleſſed Spirit 1s trn- 
ly God, hath been in all Ages 
the general Belief and common 
Profeflion of the moſt Pijous, 
Learned, and Judicious Perſons, 
who were as converſant in, and as 
well acquainted with the Holy 
Scriptures, which are the only 
Rules and Grounds of Divine 
Faith, as any mortal Man can e- 
ver hope to be. | 

To prove the Being of a God 
againſt our Modern Atheiſts, one 


Ar- 
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Argament commonly uſed, is 
drawn from the general conſent 
of Nationsz and to prove that 
this blefled Spirit 1s that God, we 
may raiſe an Argument from the 
general conſent of the Catholick 
Church. Our common Belief, that 
there 1s a God, ariſeth from the 
Diſcourſes and Inferences of Hu- 
mane Reaſon, concluding the ne- 
ceſlity of ſuch a Divine Being 
from the viſible Works of Crea- 
tion and Providence ; and our 
common belief, That the bleſſed 
Spirit is Gad, doth ariſe from the 
Teſtimony of thoſe Sacred Ora- 


cles, which being well underſtood, 


and rightly apprehended by the 
Reaſon of Man, are infallible, and 
cannot fail us. Andas we do not 
doubt the Being of a God, bes 
cauſe ſome Atheiſts, contrary to 
the united Sentiments of all Man- 
kind befides,have denied it 3ſonei- 
ther ſhould we doubt the Divinz- 
ty of the bleſſed Spirit, becauſe 
ſome Hereticks, contrary to the 
Joynt 
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joynt Suffrages of the Univerſal 
Church , have made bold to op. 
pole it. 

What hath been, and ſtill is, the 
belief of the Catholick Church 
concerning the bleſſed Spirit, we 
learn from thoſe ſeveral Creeds and 
Pablick Confeſſions of Faith, which 
have been, and {till are, generally 
received and owned, as ſhort A- 
bridgments of all thoſe Doctrine 
of Faith, which are delivered more 
largely in the Holy Scriptures, and 
are neceflary to Man's Salvation, || ' 
The firſt of theſe Creeds 15s that, I 
which bears the Nameot our Lord; 
Apoſtles, as being compiled either 
by themſelves betore their diſper- 
{fion, or elfe collefted out of their 
Writings, tobe a ſtanding Rule of 
Faith, by other Apoſtolical Men, 
who were their Immedjate Suc- 
ceſlors. 

This moſt Ancient Creed, as to 
the bleſſed Spirit , faith no more 
than this; mgodiw ds m nwug m 
ev 3 Þ believe in the Holy Ghoſt : 

—_— 
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and. with this Article ſome Creeds 

ended, but none did omit it ; no 

not that, which Arins himſelf de- 5... 

livered to that famous Emperour Hiſt, Eecl. 
Conſtantine the Great, and that with l. 1. C. 26, 

this ſolemn Proteſtation ; Taurlwr 

may Tapanigany cn Tm aywv Ev- 

aYyeNiov, AEDT TS uveks Tos 

EQUTS ULDInTWS, PopdLIzvres MER 

(TE TAvTH TC, z0yn, Bamicovres GTES 

as fvoug Ts Pares, % T9 12, .% Ts 

as mvd0ugtO* Ei pn mere gTW 

me-dopyy, 5 Mmdtwurgc dAnws, 

matieg, Ov, % mV ug. Ayo, ws TH- 

a 4h ExtAnoic, * of yeaay 

Wzorsmy, is v7 maT Moy), . 
zerris nuwy Faw 5 Oe%s, x; vw, xj Os 

Ti WeMEmM xepoy. We have recel- 

ved this Faith from the Holy Go- 

ſpels, our Lord ſaying to his Di- 

ſciples, Go, teach all Nations, bap- Mat.28.19. 
tizing them in the Name of the Fa- 
ther, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Ghoſt. If we do not thus 
believe,if we do not truly acknow- 
ledge the Father, the Sor, and the 
Holy Spirit, as the whole _— 
Te 
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lick Church, and the Scriptures, 
to which we aſſent in all things 
do teach us, God is our Judge 
at preſent, and will be ſo, when 
the great Day comes. This Pro- 
teſtation of Arizs and his Friend 
Euzoizs was ſo Solemn, that S9- 
Sozom. Zoment faith, Jpygy wugory 3 he ſware 
fiſt, Eccl. an Oath, That without any Equi- 
© 27* vocation he did heartily believe all 
the Articlescontained 1nN that Creed, 
whereof that, which relates to the 
bleſied Spirit was one. 

And certainly this general pro- 
fefſion of Faith in the Holy Spirit, 
contained in the Apoſtles Creed, 
an undeniable Evidence, that the 
whole Catholick (.hurch d1d {unppoſe 
and verily believe him to be. tre 
God, Equal to the Father and the 
Jon. True it 15, were not the 
blefled Sprrzt truly God, the be- 
lief of all Mankind could not make 
him ſo; but ſuch a Faith is a ſtrong 
Argument, that all they, who be- 
hevein him, do judge _ con- 
clude, that he certainly 15 
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indeed.So argued that great Divine 
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Gregory Nazianzen, who menti-y,qiany 
oning this bletted Spirit , Writes Orar. 37. 
thus : « pky XTITHS » ws es aur £98: 596. 


_—_— 3 If the Spirit be a Crea- 

, how come we to believe in 
tim > To |. 14p 2 Orme, Tobe 
thus believed on, 1s a thing pecu- 
har unto God. So that the pro- 
feffion of this Article, as 1t 1s bare- 
ly ſet down in the Apoſtles Creed, 
[ believe in the Holy Ghoſt, with- 
out any further Ilaſtrations, was 
thought enough to fhew the belief 
of the Catholick Church, that this 
bleſled Spirit 1 really Gad. For 
when we lay, We belreve inthe Ho- 
ly Ghoſt, wc do It, PF lean £rany 
Se:71T On. HL, ſdewy SLLaSr THT, {arth 
Exiphanins, we proteis our Fanh 
in the Holy Spirit to (hew our 
belief that he 15 One God, one and 
the ſame Individual Subſtance with 
the Father and the Sor. 

And that this was the known 
Fath of the Catholick Church, and 
whence they recerved it, we learn 
from 


Epiphan. 


HET. 74. 
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from Treneus, whoſe words are 


Iren. ady, theſe 3 H 'Exxavoa, xyaÞ 10 0s 
Hzres.l.I. 3 Coespyuns Mean pr}un Py 5 7 Ar 


© 5 4 cv 
TUAW X; TS Revwy pgntuy bg. 
EY "\A ">... | \ / \ I 
Ag TI as evo fo Taree , x; &s 
9 fu e/ 
£va Y%Rrgv, % as mveugy Ayer, m- 


ay, &c. The Church, though di- 


- ſperſed throughout the World, re- 


ceived from the Apoſtles and their 
Diſciples their Faith in Ore God 
the Father, and in One Chriſt, and 
in the Holy Ghoſt ; m> Ste 7 eg- 
@1TWy eHmpuNes T&s Urtgvo les, GeC. 
who by the Prophets preached 
and foretold the whole Oeconomy 
of the Goſpel. | 

Which words being added to 
the 4poitles Creed, | mean to that 
particular Article which relates to 
the bleſledSpzrit,do infallibly prove 
his Divinity, And for this very 


- end, 'tis thought, that one Clauſe 


like this of Ireners, and ſome o- 
ther, 1n oppoſition to the Herefie 
of Macedonins, were added to the 
Nicene Creed by the ſecond Gereral 
Conncil, gathered by Theodoſeus at 


Con- 


Glorious Trinity, &c. 


Conſtantinople; where (though ſome 
think 1t was done by the /Viceze 


Council 1t ſelf) this Article of the Anchins 
Apoſtles Creed was thus enlarged : ; Armach.Ge 


Kay £15 70 TVEVLe 7 LIMu!'s To * UL chav 
X, Ca TOI. Y, T9 C2 To I'zTe; C422770= 
plug oor, To ou Tater % Ys Tun 
DEITRULE| LY 19 2V 0 ous PoEato 1Y9V, Ta 
2g Noa Ag I hy ers 5 I be- 
heve 1n tha Holy Ghoſt, the Lord 
and giver of Life, who proceedeth 
from the Father, who together 
with the Father and the S297 18 wor- 
ſhipped and glorified, who ſpake by 
the Prophets. Of this Creed thus 
, enlarged in this and other Articles, 

Epiphaninus, cited by the late Jearn- 
ed Archbiſhop Uher, gives this high 
Commendation 3 *Aury &k 13 mas 
SS VEYR. >To Th) ayior Amuy 5 
The Docttrines of Faith contained 
in this Creed were delivered by 
the Holy Apoſtles. 

And theſe enlargements were 
not added to the Apoſtles Creed, as 
if that had been judged 7» ufficient 
but 1t was tho! aght fir to explain, 

\ amplific, 


=> 15 
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ariplifie, and illuſtrate thoſe Artt- 

cles eipecially, which relate to the 

« Perſon of our blefled Saviour, and 

tis Holy Spirit 3 our Lord's Divi- 

nity being denied by the Arzars, 

and the Deity of the Holy Ghoſt 

being as ſ{tifly oppoſed by the Ma- 
cedonians. Of thele later, *©Q; 

Epiphan. D71U pe TUGNO; Epipbanins writes 
#4 ye thus 3 'Eis To TVEDEO 7 To "Aliov 
"=. 00nd CIT PIR {4 ouunent pore 
ONTO TIzTE2, * PT 1s ov TH IroTYT. 

1 he ſame thing 1s teſtified by . So- 


Sccra Hiſt. Crates of Macedoniws himſelt; To 
F.ccicl. E? x 


CaP. "Ayor mTriipeae ouvayMaſdiv as T 


P. 15%: Or27.0yias i Tea) ©» Htxdave. He 


and his followers refuſed to num- 

ber and reckon the Holy Spirit 

with the Father and the Soz 5 Eum 

cſſe Creaturam dicentes, ſaying that 

he is a Creature. So writes St. 

Auguft. ce Auſtin. Aiorer Tt IroTuT©s 5 

ani They thought him to be, as to 
Oli. Os 3 

pag. . the Divine Nature, a perfect Stran- 

Eoncit, ger. So faith the ſecond General 

Conſtanti, Council of Conſtantinople, as Balſa- 

2. lv 7702 ExpOunds it, And by this 

Ceuncil 
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Council was Maredonizs and his 
followers branded with the name 
of Semi-Arians, and accordingly 
Anathematized as Hereticks, 

And certainly thoſe {evere Cen- 
{ures, which were palicd by the Go- 
vernours of the Primitive Church 
againſt all thole who denied the 
Divinity of the Holy Ghoj?, are 
undeniable Evidences, that they 
theinſelves did own it as a ne- 


cetiary and undoubied Article of 


the Chriſtian Faith. And ibis Faith 
of theirs they did not only pro- 
feſs 10 Words, bit they did ſoc 1:24 
and confirm it by t their Pratticc too, 
For, 1n their Sc olemn Acts of Religt '1- 
ons Worſhip, oxologies, and Sup- 
plications, they were wont to mare 
their hamble Addrefies, as well to 
the Zoly Spirit, as tothe Futher an d 
the S977. So ard Giregory Nazia- 


vene I"oece5rs el” 56 ap v25 teat, 2a 
5 N L ' P. 


NTET® 7 2.5391, CTY xo CErom Va 5 
UN TOTO, AAA 03s 7 To 21029 
wut 5 Let the Spirit t be pre- 

N 2 {lent 


NaZziatz. 
Carm. 5, 
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{ent with me, and grant me as 
great a faculty to ſpeak, as I can 
wiſh; but if not ſo, yet as much 
as ſutes the occaſion. And thus 
he prayeth elſewhere to the whole 
Trinity, Ag. Parep, I"@Tez5 3 
A2Y©., 194 WV pA FRAV!, My p# 

2.u-74ys3 But thou, O Father, _ 
thou, O Word of the Father, and 
thou, O Glorious Spirit, forfake 
me not. Thus alſo prayed St. Cy- 


Cypr. de prian to the Spirit alone by name, 
Sp. Sanfto, {deſto, Sante Spiritus, CO Parachs- 


Þ* 345» 


fer tuam expeFantibus illabere ce- 
litus, Sandtifica Templum corporis 
noſtri, ec. Be preſent, O Holy Spi- 
rit, and from Heaven 1nſpire and 
influence thoſe, who wait for thy 
Conſolation, SanCtifie the Temple 
of = Body, Ec. 

Nor did the Primitive Chriſti- 
ans direCt their Petitions only, but 
allo their Doxologies and Thanks- 
vivings to the Holy Spirit as well 
as to the Father and the Son; there 
15 one cited by St. Baſil out of 
Dionyfius Alexandrinms, which runs 
thus 5 
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thus 3 T5 O09, vu: Dare: voQl wy Balil. de 
, ; pI wy 77. Sp. San&to? 


/ ov Fo Wo \ 
er were nUwv Inos Xetg®, ouv TH 


- 


Nie av ATI TOER Xs NET £5 218 


TS ava; Fo Aiwvwr, Aulw: To 
God the Father, and the So our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, with the Holy 
Spirit, be Glory and Dominion 
for ever and ever, Amer, This 


Doxolog Y St. Baſil [tyles, Apyeuay Baſil. cap. 
> @wvbv,,and ſpeaks of it thus, *Qu9%»; —_— 


mw OTE A046 av vom >Moay 0 AZJOvTES* 
Awzuo Tarieg, 7 ty tg Lov 
wrebuca Ws; Never were they 
thought to be guilty of Impiety, 
who ſaid , We praiſe the Father, 
and the Sox, and the Holy Spirit 
of God. 

Now then , if the Ancient Fa- 
thers, who were Men of great A= 
bilities, ſignal Induſtry, and exem- 
plary Pietyz who ſearched the 
Scriptures to the utmolt of their 
power, and in ſo doing earneſtly 
begged and doubtleſs found the 
alli{tances of Heaven ; if fuch Men 
as theſe, after their devour Petit1- 
ons and ſtricteſt ſcrutiny into fuch 
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and ſizch Texts, found canſe to 
believe the Divinity of the Holy 
Spirit, and did accordingly per- 
torm Religious Services to him, 
methinks their Faith and Pradice 
ſhoald be a very great Induce- 
ment to usto bcheve his Godhead, 
For, 'tisnot reaſonable to think, 
that the Divine Providence ſho 21d 
permit fuch great numbers of the 
moſt learned and pions Men, who 
were the P _ of the Cathelick 
Church, to liz under ſuch a groſs 
Miſtake in a matter of {uch great - 
Importance, as muſt nceds lead 
themſelves into an Idolatrous Wor- 
inp, and by their Example and 
Writi ngs tranſmit the fame to all 
ſucceeding Ages. *'Tis a Suppoſt- 
tion, [ think, not reconcilahle to 
ſeveral Promites; our Lord told 
his Apoſtles, The Spirit of truth 
will cuide you into all truth. And 
if it be ſuppoſed that this Promiſe 
was Perſonal, and concern d none 
but the Apoſtles only 3 yet there 
15 another, which relates to the 
Churca 
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Church in gcneral 3 for, faith our 


Lord, The Crates of Het# 's fo4s 08 
prevail againit it « nay, thee 1s a 
Promiſe, which reachcth eve; ry good 


Man in particular 5 {f any Aa Joh, x. 15. 
will do his Fa, he ſnail know of 


the Doitrine, whether it be of God: 
Theſe and the like Promiſes be- 
ing conſidered as to their Hatter, 
and acknowledged as to their 
{rath, *tis no: imaginable, that the 
Divine Providence and Good- 


neſs ſhould permit the Caiiolick 


Church, and the choiceſt Members 
of it, and that from Age to Age, 
to lic under fo great a Mitake, 
as to believe the blefled Sprrit to 
be truly God, and to worſhip him 
as _ 1t I” were not io 1n- 
deed. 

I conclude this Argument with 
the Teſtimony of Hi/lebert, Arch- 
biſhop of Towrs,, and an excel- 
lent Poet, who, 1n a very <le- 
gant Hymn touching the glorious 
Trinity, writes thus concerning 
the blefied $prrzt. 

N A Para- 
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Paracletus increatus, neq;, fu us neg) 
7atls, 

Pairi compar filioq; ſic proceait ab 
arrogs 

Ne fit minor Poteſtate, vel diſcretus 
qualitate : 

Gluznti IM, tartus ite, % 
Talis Ifte 

Ex quo Iii, tantas iſte, ſemper 11, 
ſerrper Thte < 

Guiſq; trium plenus Deus; non tres 


taien Dii, ſed Deus, 


ales I1h7, 


2. My ſecond Argument to 
prove the Divinity of the Holy 


Spirit ſhall be this : That bleſied 
Perſon, who doth regererate, quic- 


ken,revive, and {anGtifie the Soul of 


Man, is God. But the Holy Spirit 
15 tha at blefled Perſon, who doth 
regencrate, quicken, revive, and 
j; anatike the Soul of Man. 

&Þ, "Pant told his Converts at 


, Epkeſusr, Te were dead in Sins and 


Treſpaſſes 5 That by Nature is the 
colmmon Caſe of all Mankind ; 
and 


Glorious Trmity, &c. 
and for that Reaſon our Lord 


hath ſaid, ye mmſt be born again : Joh. 3. 9. 


But, as Nicodemus replied, How 
can a Man be born again £ Certain- 
ly tis a Work which requires an 
Almighty Power, it muſt be the 
Work of an Omnipotent God. 
Trae it 1s, St. Paul told his Con- 


verts at Corinth, I have begotten J01u 1 Core 4+ 
through the Goſpel : I, as an [nſtru- "5: 


ment, 1n and by the uſe of the 
Goſpel as the Mears, but {til the 
Principal Agent 1n this great Work, 
without whom Paul and the Go- 
ſpel could have done no good, was 


God. So he told the Saints at E- 


pheſus, And you hath he quickned, Eph. 2. 1. 


who were dead in Sins : Not TI, 
not the Goſpel, but He, 7. God. 


So St. James, Of his own Will he Jam.1. 18. 


begat us. And for this Reaſon, 
the regenerate Perſon 1s ſaid to be 
born of God, a Child, a Son, an 
Heir of God. 

And as every good Man's new 
Birth or Regeneration 1s aſcribed 
to God, ſo more particularly is it 
aſcri- 
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aſcribed ro the S»7r7t ; he that 1s 
ſaid to be born 9f od in one place, 
is ſaid to be born of the Spirit in 
another 3 ſo ſpeaks our bleſſed Sa- 


Joh-3.5,6- viour, Except a Man be born of | 


Water and of the Spirit, &c. And 
Joh-5.63. again, That which is born of the 


Spirit, is Spirit, And yet again, . 


It is the Spirit that quickzeth. So 


x Cor.6.11 Tntimates St. Parl, Te are ſanitifred- 


by the Spirit of our God. And fo 
Tit. 3. 5- Again. He ſaved us by the waſhing 


of Regeneration, an4 renewing of 


the Holy Giojt. Sach Texts as theſe 

Greg, Nyſ. 22Ve jult occaſion to Gregory Nyſſer 
adv. Eu- to {ay of the Scripture, Aiwzfptovy 
-- praprupe TH Ayo DV AT TW Ts 
053 Texvoy TP Jevvnny. it doth 1n ex- 
preſs Words teitifie, That the Re- 
generation of the Children of God 
is the proper Work of the Holy 
Cyril. Hie- Spzrif 5 whom St. Cyril upon the 
—_— account ſtyles % 93 bes 
P. 176, EY pHpr peven QATTUVTWY ALAN, the 
Sanctifier of all Gods Elect; and 

then he adds, 1&7 pwnCa ms vu- 

25 7H Inguwy, Tis the Sprrit m_ 
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1]Juminates all Righteous Men's 


Now from this Supernatural 


| Work of Man's Regeneration we 
may juſtly inferr the Divinity of 


the Holy Spirit, and conclude, as 
Gregory Nyſſen doth, o; Au6C9vms e£- Greg. Nyl. 
89:2 TY Tee, Vs. evi, prapTupso _ a 
mf Tvituan Þ iomm They who p. 59. 
have received the Privilege of 
being made the Children of God, 
do, by their very being ſo, te- 
ſtifie the Divinity of his Spirit. 
For fince Man's Regeneration 1s 
the undoubted Work of God, and 
yet the proper Work of the Spirit 3 
it muſt follow by an undeniable 
Conſequence , that the Spirit 1s 
God indeed. 

3. My third Argument to prove 
the Divinity of the Holy Sp1- 
rit ſhall be this: If the Scrip- 
tures be the Word of God, then 
is the Holy Spirit God. But the 
Scriptures certainly are the Word 
of God. 


\ 


The 
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The Divinity of the Holy Scrip- 


tures, did our Socirians deny the 
Authority of the whole Bible, as 
they do that of ſome particular 
Texts, might be proved from a 
great variety of proper Lopicks. 
The pundual accompliſhment of 
its Prophecies, ſuch as foretold 
future Contingencies at the greateſt 
diſtances of time; even ſuch E- 
vents as were exceedingly 7pro- 
bable 3 nay ſome Events as were, 
according to the common courſe 
of Nature, utterly z-2poſſeble : Such 
were our Lord's Birth from a Vir- 
gin, and his Reſurrection from 
the dead. Beſides, the incompa- 
rable Excellence of Scripture Pre- 
cepts far tranſcending the choiceſt 
Rules of the beſt ancient Mora- 
liſts; the ſtapendious Mzracles, 
which were often wrought by our 
Lord himſelf, by his Prophets and 
Apoſtles, purpoſely to confirm 
their DoGrine 3 the undaunted 
. Courage and matchleſs Patience of 
the Martyrs, who ſiffftered the 
greateſt 


I EOS. ona Bt Bai. - ie ww AA WM; FA Wawa wma AAY 


Glorious Trinity, &C. 
| greateſt Tortures which Men or 
Devils could invent, for the Pro- 
fellton, and in the defence of 
Scripture-Truths'z it's wonderful 
Prefervation trom Age to Age a- 
cainſt the Swords of powerful Ty- 
rants, and the Pens of ſubtle He- 
reticks 5 1ts mighty Efe@s and In- 
fluence upon the moſt obſtinate 
Hearts of Men ; each of theſe, to- 
gether with the conſtant Traditi- 
on of the Catholick Church, and the 
frequent Teſtizz2onzes of the Scrip- 
ture it ſelf, might be managed as 
an Argument to confirm 1ts Divine 
Authority. | 

But there 1s one Argnment 
more, which alone would be fuf- 
ficient ; and this 1t 1s: The Scrip- 
ture cannot proceed from Mex 
or Angels, whether good or bad 3 
for as to religious Men, and Holy 
Angels, it were utterly inconfi- 
ſtent with their Goodneſs to forge 
and counterfeit ſach and fuch 
Records, and then to father them 
upon God, and impoſe them up- 
ON 
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on the World, as the Oracles of 
Heaven : And as for wicke4 Men 
and wicked Angels, the Scrip- 
tures cannot with any ſhew of 
Reaſon be imputed unto them, 
beauſe they croſs their deſigns, 
contradict their Inclinations, for- 
bid what they love, command 
what they hare, condemn their 
Practices,and ſentence their Perſons 
to everlaſting Flames. Now, if 
the Scriptures came not from Men 
or Angels, they muſt come from 
God; for no other Author of 
them can pollibly be imagi- 
ned. 

Now, if the Scriptures be, as 
moſt certainly they are, the Word 
of (70d, then may we thence in- 
fallibly conclude, that the Holy 
Spirit 1s God, becauſe to him, as 
their immegiate and undoubted 
Author, the Scriptures are once and 
azam entituled. St. Luke tells ns, 
God ſpare by by the Month of his þh ly 
Prophets : 25 St. Paul faith, All 
Scripture 7s given by Inſpiration of 
God ; 


| 


'G 


hy pay 


at 2 


q 
! ! of God the Fat/ Fizer, Or God the 1 
| Song? St. Parl anſwers, Well ſpake \ AR.28.25. | 
| the Holy Ghoſt by Eſtias the Pro- 1 
| phet, And xg Hely Men ſpake 2Pet.1.21. {| 
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| God ; but was 4t by the Inſpiration 


as they were moved by the Holy Ghoſt, 
So St. Peter. And hence St. Baſel pagtn de 
ſaith, That the Apoſile [tyles the Sp.Sanfto, 
Scripture, IPOs © O12 N- emmvoics rol a 
Tg Aye TU} ov Ye: 2TH, 
Inipired of God, "a auſe it was 
written by the Inſpiration of the 
Holy Sire. and hence lene- 
1s concludes the PerfcFion Of | 
the Scriptures 3; for thus he J 
writes, Scripture qt 764271 perſe@e Iren. ady 
pe ——_— 
ſunt, qirippe 4 Spiritu Dei are, 
the Scriptures are perfect indec & : 
becauſe difrated by the Spirit of 
God. So then, fmce the SCrip= 
tures are the Word of Cod, and 
withall the Word of the Spirit, 
this Conſequence is undeniable ; 
namely, That this bleited Spirit, 
being the unmediaic Author of 
the Holy Sc:ptures, is and muſt be f| 
God. | 


out a Mother; ſo in reſpect of 
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4. My fourth Argument, and ' 
the laſt which I ſhall or need * 
uſe, to prove the Godhead of | 
the Holy Spirit, ſhall be this : If 


our blefied Saviour, in reſpect 
of his Humane Nature, be indeed 


> *4 MR. =P 


the Sor of God, then 1s the 


Holy Spirit God. But moſt 


certain it 1s, that our bleſſed Sa- 
viour, in reſpe&t of his Hu- | 


mane Nature, is indeed the Son 
of God. 

Iedo not read of any one Per- 
ſon throughout the whole Go- 


ſpel , that ever called our bleſ- | 


ſed Saviour Soz of Mar, but he 


was pleaſed frequently fo to {tyle 


himſelf 3 nay he ſtyles himſelf 7c 
Jon, not + arlpars, bur 1n the 
Maſculine Gender, Ts avbowns, a 
Title, from which ſome Here- 
ticks took occaſion to ſay, That 


Foſeph was, not his ſuppoſed, but. 


his real Father. But, the truth 
is, that as our Lord, in refpect of 
his Divinity, was awrwp, With- 


his 


pm IJ <2 ay f55 
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. his Humanity, he was, as to Men, þ 
f  enatw, without a Father. And 
7c | JEL notwithſtanding this, he might | 

well be called The So of Man, || 
q 1 2s he was the Son. z. one of the 
Poſterity of David and Abraham, 
& | who were Mex, and trom whom 
| his Virgin Mother was lineally de- 

| ſcended. 

| Bur as our Lord did frequent- 
" | ly call himſelf, The Son of Mar, 
| ſo did he many times ſtyle him- 
| ſelf, The Son of God too. And 
the Son of God he was and is, 
| in reſpect of his Deity, by an e- 
ternal and neceſlary Generation 3 
and, 1n reſpect of his Humanity, 
by a voluntary and miraculoas 
Conception and Birth, in the 
fulnels of time. His Sonſhip 
to God by an eternal Genera- 
tion our Socrnans will not grants 
| but his Sonſhip to God 1n. re- 
gard of. his wonderful ſzcarna- 
tion, I think, they do not deny. 
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Now, it it be granted, as indeed 
it ought to be, that our Lord is 
indeed the Sor of God in reſpect 
of his Humane Nature, 1t mult al- 
ſo be granted, that the Holy Spz- 
7ii 1s God; for to him, as its un- 
doubted Author, 1s the Humane 
Nature of Chriſt aſcribed, When 
Joſeph was minded to put away 
his Wife, as being then with 

Mar. 1.20 Child, but not by him, an Arzgel 
was ſent to tell him thus, That 
which is conceived in her, is 0 
the Holy Ghoſt - And that it 
ſhould bo ſo, the Angel Gabriel, 
ſtyled Ang els Miſericordie , The 
Angel of es, had foretold his 
Mother before her Conception ; 
The Holy Ghoi# ſhall come upon 
Thee, and the Power of the Higheſt 
ſhall 'overſhadow Thee: And what 
Luk 1:35. then > Therefore alſo that Holy 
thing which ſhall be born of thee 
ſhall be called the Son of God. From 
hence 1t 15 evident, that our Lord, 
as Mazg 1s the Soz of God, be- 
cauſe 
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cauſe his whole Humane Nature 


was fratned by the Inviſible Power 


and operation of the Holz G92 3 


; who," for that very reaſon, if the 


Angel's Inference have any thing 


| of Truth and Pertinence in it, 1s 
| and muſt be acknowledged God. 


And thns have 1 endeavcured 


| to prove the Deity of the Holy 
| Spirit by four Afguinents 3 Firſt, 


by the general belict of the Ca- 
tholick Church, conſiſting of fach 


| great nambers of pious aud lear- 
ned Men, ſo well acquainted with 


the word of God, and ſo well 
qualified for the affiſtances of Hea- 
ven, that we cannot piouſly or 
charitably imagine, that after all 
their indefatigable induſtry in 
ſearching the Scriptures, and their 


| dayly Petittoris to God for the 


IMuminarions of his Holy Spirit, 


| they ſhould! (tilt be miſtaken from 


Age to Age in ſuch an Important 
Article of our Creed. Secondly, 
By the work of Grace or Rege- 

| O 2 neration 5 
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nerationz by vertue whereof eve- : 
ry Sandified Soul is ſaid to be | 
born of God, becauſe born of | 
the Spirit. Thirdly, By the Di- | 
vine Authority of the Holy Scrip- 
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ture, which is therefore the word | 


of God, becauſe it was dictated 
to the Prophets, Evangeliſts, and 
Apoſtles, by the Immediate In- ' 


ſpirations of the Holy Ghoſt. | 


Fourthly, By our bleſſed Saviour's 
being the Son of God in reſpect 
of his Manhood; his Soul being 
immediately created, and his Bo- 
dy miraculouſly framed of his 
Mothers Subſtance, being firſt per- 
fetly Sandtified by the powerful 
Operation of the Holy Spirit. 
But to elude all Arguments 
drawn from thoſe Divine Opera- 
tions, which the Scriptures attri- 
bute to the Holy Spirzt, and wheres ' 
by we prove his Deity; our Svci- | 
rians affirm that he is no Perſor : * 
So thought Soczrns himſelf, who 
made bold to ſay, Credo me ſatis 


oftendiſſe 


Glorious Irmity, &Cc. 192 


oſtendiſſe Spiritum SanFum non eſſe 
Perſonam, IT believe that I have 
ſufficiently ſhewed that the Holy 
Spirit 1s not a Perſon 5 but what 
is he then ? Virtus Dei vel effica- 
cia, He 1s the YVertue, Power, or 
Efficacy of God, and no more : 
ſo He. 

To this Heretical Opinion of 
99cim1s We might oppole the ſoun- 
der judgments and vaſt numbers 
of learned Men. Naz7anzen ſpeak- yzianz. 
ing of God, ſaith that he 1s fy Or. 32. p. 
Th 8diz, Tz ON Tic Ts amartoen, 
One 1n Subſtance, but Three 1n Per- 
ſons. | Gregory Nyſſesr ſtyles BaP- Nyſen. in 
tiſm, Mugepor iS Terwy cyiwy ware Bapr.Chri- 
z0:wv, The Myſtery of the Three * P: 894: 
Holy Perſons. Theophy!a# men- 
tioning the Inſtitution and Form 
of Baptiſm, ſaith, Tpioy DEI Tv 
eva 6 wee, Our Lord made 
mention of Three Perſons : And 
as to the bleſſed Spirit in parti- 
cular, St. Cyril Proves him to Cyr. Hier. 


be a Perſon thus, Cj 94p, 4 Aggoyy oO 15 » 
O 3 Gn, 


Elias Cret. 


in Naz. 
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%:, He lives, and is an Irtel/igent 
Being. And, to name no more, 
Elias Cretenſts writes thus of the 


. Holy Ghoſt, Spiritus eſt Eſſentia, 


gue per ſe in peculiari Hypoſtaſ 
conſrderatur , The Spirit 1s an E1- 
ſence, conſidered in a Subſeſtence 
pecuhar to himſelf. 

Theſe and a multitude of other 
learned Men, found ſufficient rea- 
ſon to believe the Perſonality of 
the *Holy Spirit by the conſide- 
ration of ſeveral AFzons, which 
are clearly aſcribed unto him, e- 
ven ſuch AZiovs, as are proper 
and peculiar to Perjozs only. Tis 
evident that the Spirit 1s ſaid to re- 
p:ove,io teach,to guide,to quicken, 
toi{anGiifie, to diſtribute Gifts and 
Graces in what ineaſire and to 
whom he pleaſeth; theſe and 0- 
ther Actions with ſome difpoliti- 
ons too, aſcribed to the Spirit, 
tince they cannot belong to Yua- 


lities , ao abundantly evince his 
Per jonality. 
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But that ſuch Perſonal ATions, 
aſcribed to the blefied Spirzt, do 
indeed prove him to be a Perſor, 
our Socinians will not grant; for, 
lay they, and truly too, Perſonal 
Actions, in other caſes, and in 0- 
ther Texts, are clearly aſcribed 
to things, which are not Perſons. 


Solomon tells us, Wiſdom cricth pccy 1.27 


without , ſhe uttereth her woice in . 
the Streets. To cry and. utter a 
voice is a Perſonal Afton, and 
yet 'tis here aſcribed to Wiſdow, 
which is no Perſoz: St. Parl faith 


of Charity, It beareth all things, 1 Cor. 12. 


believeth all things, hopeth all things, 


endureth all things. Theſe and 0- 


ther Actions, which are proper to 
Perſons, ares attributed to Cuarity, 
which 1s no more than a Gractous 
diſpoſition, quality, or habit. And 
indeed 'tis uſual in all forts of 
Authors to aſcribe thoſe Actions, 
whether good or bad, which any 
Perfon doth , to thole inward 


Principles, by vertue whereof he 
() & aoth 
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doth them. And ſuch a Meto- 
2ymy or Proſopopeia, do our Soci- 
mians urge to enervate thoſe Ar- 
guments, which are drawn from 
the Divine operations of the Holy 

Spirit, to prove his Deity. 
That ſuch Actions are clearly 
aſcribed to the Spirit, as are pe- 
_ culiar to God alone, our Socini- 
ans cannot deny, and from ſuch 
Actions, being Perſozally his, the 
Fathers do juſtly conclude his 
Athan. in God head. So Athanaſius, &y wr 
erepyucxy auth n guns, Where there 
1s the ſelf-ſame Operation, there 
15 the ſelf-ſame Nature too. And 
Greg. Nyſ- fo Gregory Nyſfen , Tis _Svepyeias 

ſen. de 

Trin. p. T*UToTs bm I"oeTESs 77 ys 7g Xi 
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Maced, p- 
27 20 


44 5s wv natO Sex yum 8% TO ) 2 
<P 3am, The Identity of O- 
peration betwixt the Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghoſt , doth manifeſtly 
ſhew the ldentity of their Na- 
Fitre. 

Now, becauſe the force of this 
Argument cannot be eſcaped by 
a 
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a downright denial, our Socinians 
found themſelves concerned to 
think of ſome Evaſfor, and fixed 
upon this3 they tell us, that thoſe 
Divine Attions, which are jfgu- 
ratively aſcribed to the Spirzf, 
were really done by God the Fa- 
ther; for, ſay they, the Spirzt 1s 
nothing elſe, but Auyzwus Oz, the 
working and effectual Power of 
God; and to this Spirit ſuch and 
ſuch works are aſcribed. Not that 
this Spiric 1s a Perſoz ſubfiſting 
in and operating of himſelf, but 
by a Metonymy or Proſypopeia, 
becauſe he 1s the Power, by which 


God the Fatherdoth the works. 


But this ſlender pretence of 
our dSocrnians 1s clearly over- 
thrown and utterly baffled by 
the Pen of a late and very lear- 


ned Biſhop of our own Church, in Expoſir. 
| who, to the ſatisfaction of all ſo- Symbol 


ber Men, and to the ſhame of theſe 
arllygmgyu,hath unanſwerably 
demonſtrated , that there are ſe- 
veral 
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veral Actions aſcribed to the bleſ 
ſed Spirit, which can never be 
aſcribed to God the Father. The 
Spirit is ſaid to make Interceſſior 
for us, but that the Father cannot 
be ſaid to do; for, with whom 
can he be thonght to Intercede? 
Again , the Spirit is ſaid to be 
ſent by the Father and the Sor; 
but the Father himſelt cannot be 
ſaid to be ſext, and to come 
as being ſent, as the Spirit doth; 
for, who ſhould ſexd him? Yet 
once more, our Lord faith of the 
Spirit, He fhall not ſpeak of him- 


ſelf, but whatſoever he ſhall hear, 


that ſhall he ſpeak. This cannot 
be ſaid of God the. Father ; for, 
whatever he ſpeaks, whatever he 
doth, 'he ſpeaks and doth of him- 
(elf. 

Since therefore ſuch and ſuch 
Actions are aſcribed to the Sp1- 
rit, which cannot be attributed 
to God the Father; this - pre- 
tence of a Proſopopeia is altogether 

inſuffi- 
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inſufficient becauſe the Spzrzt, 
conlidered, as our Socinians re- 
preſent him, namely and only 
as a powerful quality or Energy, 
by which God the Father Ads, 
cannot be thought to do ſuch 
Actions, as are by no means ap- 
plicable to God the Father. 

And as thoſe Operations, which 
cannot be impyted to Gud the 
Father, do prove the Spirit, which 
doth them, to be a Perſoz diſtin& 
from the Father 3; ſo his Glorious 
Attributes and many Divine Ope- 
rations, do prove him to be a 
Perſon Equal to the Father. For, 
that he 1s Coeternal with him, 1s 
a truth warranted by ſeveral Texts, 
and accordingly teſtified by Gre- 


ot 


gory Nazianzen, Who writes of him Nazianz. 


\ 
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xi bt, Ko} e524), 2s DwEaFuor, 573 
THT voy ys HAN a4 V*eTEA Nah UP 
auuTeTYpov X94 Turk pilpreuor, 
The Holy Spirit alway was, is, and 
will be, without beginning, with- 
| OUT 
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out end, Co-ordinate and reckon- 
ed in the ſame rank with the 
Father and $0. That he is Om- 
nipotent, the ſame Father teſtifieth 
by vertue of ſeveral Texts, and 
Nazianz, doth thus evince it ; To True 
Or. 44 aud ps ys xai F xTINv, xa 7 
Pe7'4 avxgzny, The Spirit had a Jjoynt 
hand with the Soz in the works 
of Creation, and will have in the 
' work of the 'ReſurreFion too. 
—_— St. Cyprian ſaith of him, Solo mutu 
e SP. S. : , ; 
p. 346. Pperficit omniaz quod dicit, facit 5 | 
quod jubet, implet 3 regit, componit, 
Iren. ady. Conſurrmat, perficit9s And Irengus 
Hzr. I. 1. thus, Deus per verbum @& Spiri- 
Ce 19. : , : 
tum ſuum omnia faciens, diſponens, 
&- gubernans, All which Expreſ- 
fions do import the Spirit's Intereſt 
and Almighty Power in creating, 
preſerving, ordering, and gover- 
ning the World. 
And by theſe and ſome other 
Divine Attributes and Operations 
Cyril. Hie- was St. Cyril 1nduced to ſay, m 


roſol. Car. _ \ \ \ 6 ov _ / 
2 O30. TVEOHG: OVy TATE 5 1G TH Þ Vern 
T 


is 


WW A Of TY» 0 aw Www 


= I a AE DE 


L1NMMI 


Glorious Trinity, &c. 201 


TO» BY 7TrTunme The Spirit, 
with the Father and the Sor, 1s 
honoured with that Glory, which 
juſtly belongs to the God- head. 
And {0 Nazianzen, T1geVojuey 2. A Nazianz. 
TaTEeS. 2; Sv ou &Yov Tve may Cug* — 
gong Te xal ofDRRER* We believe 
on the Father, Son, and Holy Spi- 
rit, as being of the ſame Eſſence, 
Subſtance, and Glory. 
And here may take occaſjon to 
anſwer that ſawcy Queſtion, which 
was once propounded by a Macedo- 
zian Heretick 5 Ts Degomwnas Tf yy of. 
TVEUATI 5 751 Pj TaArxawvn T3 vicov, 37-P: 599% 
TIs DegoWtEams Ts To Xpiive, Dego- 
auvely h Degorugeans WYCAn TU 5 
Who ever worſhipped . the Spi- 
rit 2 Who amonglt the Ancients ? 
Who of the Neotericks £ Who e- 
ver prayed to him ? Where is it 
written , that we ought ſo to 
do? To this bold Demand I 
anſwer, That for our worſhipping 
the Holy Spirit we have both 
Commands and Examples. 
r. For 
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1. For our worſhipping the 
Holy Spirit we have Commanas ; 
for befides our Lord's Injuncti- 


on requiring us to be Baptized 


into the Name, the Faith, the Re- 
ligiom and Service of the Holy 
Ghog; every Text which com- 
mands us to worſhip God, com- 
mands us to worſhip the Spirzt too. 
For, as Nazianzer well determines 
this matter, 5 78 2% @pgouunais 
TY Tpiwy 81 agegonuynTis Net m0 Oy 


ris Tpiow ougTiugy F aSias xa A 
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God is the Adoration of the Three 
Perſons, becanſe they are of the 


fame Honour, Dignity, and God- 


head. And whenever we pray 
to God without a particalar 
Application to this or that par- 
excular Perſon, we pray to them 
all, as being one and the ſame God 
nndivided. 7 


2. For 


| qu 
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2. For our worſhipping the Ho- 
ly Spirit we have Examples ; and 
ſuch Examples as deſerve and re- 
| quire our Imitation. 

That of St. Paxl is one, who 
thus concludes one of his Epiltles, 
The Grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 2 Cor. 13. 
and the Love of God, and the Com- "_ 
munion of the Holy Ghoſt, be with 
you all, Amen. That theſe Words 
are a Prayer, I think no Man will 
deny : As ſuch doth Theophyla&F 
and Oecxmcnins Own tit 3 and Sr. 
Chryſoſtom expreſly faith of St. 
Paul, as #1 nana F AJov. 
He doth here end his Diſcourſe 
with a Prayer. And if it be a 
Prayer, to whom doth St. Paul di- 
rect 1t ? either. to no body, or 
elle to the whole rity in Con- 
| janction. For, as Grotzus obſerves, 
Sunt hic, ut &* in Baptiſmo, aperte 
nomina, Þ TexzSs* The whole 
Irinity 1s. here exprefly named, as 
it alſ0-1s m the Form of Baptiſm 3 

| {0 
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Efſtius 1n 
locum. 


Corn.a lap. 


in locum, 


Gre. Thau- 
mar. 1n 
Exp. Sym- 


bolts P- 
IOI, 
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ſo that if St. Paul doth here 
pray at all, he prayeth to the 
Father, to the Son, and to the Ho- 
lz Ghoſt too. 

And fince St. Paul did dire his 
humble Petitions for Spiritual 
Bleffings to none but God; we 
may from this Requeſt of his ve- 
ry juſtly infer the Doctrine of 
the 1rizity : So thought ſeveral 
Interpreters of this Text : Hoc o- 
co diſtinFe nobis inſinuantur tres in 
Divinis Per ſong : So one : And 
thus another 53 Notant hic ſegnifi- 
cari Sandtifſumam Trinitatem 51496- 
nov, conſukſtantialem, eam ſcilicet 
ejuſdem eſſe nature, potentie, opera- 
tions, &c. And from this place 
doth Gregory T haumaturgus draw 
an Argument, 20d venerabilis eſt 
Sana Trinitas non ſeparata, nec a- 
lienata. Hence alſo doth St. Chry- 
ſoſtom, and after him T heophylag, 
break out into this Expreſiion, 
Ts 9 e47Ww 04 To TVWwua eletevre 5 
Where now are they who _ 
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the Spirit, asif he were not God, 
fince St. Paul himfelf doth here 
addreſs his ſolemn Petition as well 
to the Holy Sp:rit, as to the Father 
and the Sox, 

And after the Example of this 
great Apoſtle, and in a firm Be- 
licf, That the bleſled Spirit 15 
Ged, have many pious and ju- 
dicious Men made their Religious 
Addreſfles to him 3 particular In- 
ſtances I have already named 5 
as that of Nazianzen , mrapsow ygt 
To KETIES 2 NIOTW AG pr. And a- 
gain, Tr 4g Oat My we Aimns* 
And that of St. Cyprian, Ad. 
eſto, Sande Spiritus, &c. Nor did 
particular Perſons only thus 1nvo- 
cate the Holy Spirit in their pr:- 
vate Devotions: but whole Conere- 
gations did ſo in their prblick 
Sepplications to0 3 ſuch a” Prayer 
I find in that Litarey, which 1s a- 
ſcribed to St. Chryſojtow, and 1s 
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extant amongſt his Works, where- Licurg. 
in God Almighty is petitioned CoM. &. 
P 


thus, 


P. g&e 


206 


The Doftrme of the 


thus, T5 UTIPMSs os Dwpnozu, T oils S&- 
Aois os Tots EaringAegperos m9 Evoug 
Gs, TY TaTpPI5 & Te Ys, Xo TS a- 
9s TVeugrTE: Grant thy Mer- 
cies to thy Servants, who call 
on thy Name, even the Name 
of the Father, and of the Sox, 
and of the Holy Ghoſt. And as 
the Holy Ghoſt was thus particu- 
larly mentioned in their Publick 
Supplications 5, {0 was he as parti- 
cularly named in their Publick 
Thanksgivings too : So | find it 
in that Doxology, which 1s re- 
peated over and over : 'A&iy 4 


ECT 521 DEITHNEY TATE, YOU), z; 
aYov TILE » T pic, opgsnov % 
£% wer It 1s meet and juſt to 
adore the Father, the Sox, and 
the Holy Spirit, that Trinity of 
Perſons, which is Conſubſtantial 
and Indivifible. To this I may 


add that Ernchariſtical Appendix 


'to the Te Deum, cited by our 


Uferius de 
Symbolis, 
P. 2» 


late very learried Archbiſhop of 
Armagh, Te Patrem adoramus &ter- 
wm, 
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Glorious Trinity, &Cc. 


num, te ſempiternum Þilium invo- 
camus, Teq; Spiritum SanFum con- 
fitemur 5 Tibi uni Deo in Trinitate 
debitas laudes & gratias referimus 3 
We adore Thee the Father eter- 
nal; We invoke Thee the Sor 
everlaſting We acknowledge 
Thee the Holy Spirit 5 To Thee, 
One God in Trinity,” we return 
thoſe Praiſes. and Thanks which 
are due. 

And now I could heartily wiſh 
that all our Socinians would ſe- 
riouſly conſider, but not corrupt 
thoſe Texts which do clearly afſ- 
(ert the Divinity of our blefled 
Saviour and his Holy Spirit ; ſach 
Texts as do moſt expreſly give 
the Title of God to them both 3 
ſuch Texts as do plainly aſcribe 
to them both ſach Attributes and 
Operations, as no Creature can be 
capable of ; I wiſh they would 
conſider the Example of St... Pal, 
and the conſtant Practice of the 
Catholick Church 1n making their 

P 2 Reli- 
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Relig ious Addreſles to them both 
10 ry Publick Sepplications and 
Thanksgivings; That they would 

no longer rejet the Dottrine of 
the Trinity, which 1s ſo clearly re- | 
vealed, barely becauſe their own 
narrow Underſtandings are no 
more able to comprehend it, 
than a little Spoon is to contain 
the Water of the whole Ocean. 
That they may quit and repent 
of their Heretical Opinion , leſt 
they run themſelves mnto that 
Blaſphemy which, through final 
Impenitence, will certainly prove 
irremif{ible. I ſhall conclude this 
Diſcourſe with that Prayer which 
I find in the Litnrey aſcribed to 
Chryſoſt. Of-  Chryſoſtom, ACcs nuiv &v vi UH 
Lic. Ecir. = x, ag KepTic ToperG rv 3) EV pane 
_ "Ml > TPHUTIHQY 2 z 6 pe aNoa ferires Troup Ts, 
TY TLTESS 2 TY Ys, 5 TS yin myeu= | 

HGTOs yup X; Qt » 2; cs Tos A iwvas 

TS X1WYWV. Any. Lord, grant 

ro us, that we may with | one 

Mouth, and one Heart glotifie and 

| praiſe 
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Glorious Trinity, &c. 


pratſe thy moſt Honourable and 
Magnificent Name, that of the 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit : And 
let every good Man ay . Amer; 
that we may all do it, and that 
for ever and ever. 
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Books lately Printed for Walter 
Ketrilby, at the Biſhop's Flead 
in St, Paul's Church: Yard. 


4, Treatiſe, relating to the Wor- 
ſhip of Gcl 3 divided into Six 
Sections: Concerning 1ſt. The Nature 
of Divine Worſhip. 2. The peculiar 
Obje& of Worſhip. 3. The true Wor- 
ſhippers of God. 4. Afiſtance requiſite 
co Worſhip. 5. The Place of Worſhip. 
6. The Solemn time of Worſhip. By 
Fobn Templer, D. D. 

2. A Defence of revealed Religion; 
in Six Sermons, upon Romans I. 16. 
Wherein it is clearly and plainly ſhewn, 
That no Man can poſflibly have any 
real Ground or Reaſon to be aſhamed 
of Chriſtianity. By Henry Hallovell, 
M. A. and Vicar of Cowfold in Suſſex. 

© 3: Miſcellanies; in Five Eſlays : 

- Upon the Office of a Chaplain. 

2. * Uo Pride. 3. Upon Cloaths. 4. 
Upon Dealing. 5. Upon General 
Kindneſs: The four laſt by way of 
Dialogue. - By Jeremy Colkhiers, A M. 
4. My- 


Books fold by W. Kettilby, &*c. 

4. Myſteries in Religion Vindicated: 
or, The Filiation, Deity, and Satis- 
faction of our Saviour, aſſerted againſt 
Socinians, and others: With Occaſional 
Refle&ions on ſeveral late Pamphlets. 
By Luke Milbourn, a Presbyter of the 
Church of England. 

5. A Diſcourſe concerning the Na- 
ture of Man, both in his Natural and 
Political Capacity ; both as heis a Rati- 
onal Creature, and Member of a civil 
Society : With an Examination of 
ſome of Mr. Hobb's Opinions relating 
thereunto. By Fa. Lowde, Rector of 
Settrington in York-ſhire, ſome time Fel- 
low of Clare: Hall in Cambridge. 

6. Apparatus ad Theologiam, in u- 
{ſum Academiarum: 1. Generalis: 2. 
Specialis. Autore Stephano Penton, Reto- 
re de Glympton, Oxon. 

7. Guardian's Inſtruction; or, The 
Gentlerhan's Romance. Written for 
the Diverfion and Service of the Gentry. 

8. New Inſtrucionsto the Guardian 3 
ſhewing that the laſt Remedy to pre- 
vent the Ruin, advance the Intereſt, and 
recover the Honour of this Nation. 
1. A more ſerious and ſtrict Eclacation 
of the Nobility and Gentry : 2. To 
breed up all their younger Sons to ſome 
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Books ſold by W. Kettilby, ec. 
Calling and Employment: 3. More of 
them to Holy Orders. With a method 
of Infticution from Three Years of # 
Age, to Twenty-one. : 
9. Biſhop OveraPs Convocation 
Book 1606, concerning the Govern- 
ment of God*'s Catholick Church, and 
the Kingdoms of the whole World. 49. 

Þ To. Inſtitutiones Grammatice, Anglo 
Saxonicxr, & mxzſo-Gothicx. Audtore 
Georgio Hicſio , Eccleftix Anglicane, 
Presbytero. &. 

11. Chr. Waſii Senarius, fivede Legi- 
bus & Licentia veterum Poetarum. 4.9. 
12. Miſnz pars Ordinis primi Tera- 
im titul. ſeptem. Latine vertic & Com- 
mentario illuſtravit Galielmus Guiſtnns, 

Accedit Moſis Maimoradis prxztatio, 

Edvardo Pocokio interprete. 49. 

13. Foannis Antiocheni, Cognomento 
Mallale, Hiſt. Chronica, & MS. Biblio- 
thecz Bodlcianzx. Premitticuc Diffler- 
tatio de Authore. Per Humph. Hodium, 
D.D. WW. | 


